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Agenda 
 Who We Are and What We Do 
 The Achievement Gap 
 Mitigating Summer Loss 
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MetaMetrics 
 Educational measurement and research organization. 
 Develops scientific measures (Lexile and Quantile 

measures) of student achievement that link 
assessment with targeted instruction to improve 
learning. 

 Based in Durham, NC, USA 
 Research initially funded in the 1980s by the National 

Institutes of Health 
 Research currently funded by the Bill and Melinda 

Gates Foundation [Grant # OPP1020128] 
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Estimated Cumulative Differences in 
Language Experience by 4 Years of Age 

Professional 
Family 

Working-Class 
Family 

Welfare Family 

Es
tim

at
ed

 C
um

ul
at

iv
e 

W
or

ds
  

Ad
dr

es
se

d 
to

 C
hi

ld
 

(in
 m

ill
io

ns
) 

Age of Child in Months 

50_   

40_   

30_   

20_   

10_   

12 24 36 48 



5 

Mitigate Summer Learning Loss 

Fairchild, R. McLaughlin, B. & Brady, J. (2006). Making the Most of Summer: A Handbook on 
Effective Summer Programming and Thematic Learning. Baltimore, MD: Center for Summer 
Learning. 

 Kindergarten      Summer     1st Grade         Summer       2nd Grade      Summer     3rd Grade        Summer     4th Grade         Summer 
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“Find a Book” 
Search for books by Lexile measure, title, author, ISBN, or keyword. 
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Search results: 
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“To read is to fly: it is to soar to a 
point of vantage which gives a 

view over wide terrains of 
history, human variety, ideas, 

shared experience and the fruits 
of many inquiries.”  

 
 

- A C Grayling, Financial Times (in a review of A History of Reading by Alberto Manguel) 
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Malbert Smith III, Ph.D. 
President & Co-founder, MetaMetrics 

Research Professor, UNC 
msmith@Lexile.com 

 
www.metametricsinc.com  

www.lexile.com 
www.quantiles.com 
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