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Agenda

• Smarter Balanced Overview 

• Update on Spring 2014 Field Test

• Update on Achievement Level 
Setting

2

A Balanced Assessment System

School Year Last 12 weeks of the year*

English Language Arts/Literacy and Mathematics, Grades 3-8 and High School

DIGITAL CLEARINGHOUSE OF FORMATIVE TOOLS, PROCESSES AND EXEMPLARS Released 
items and tasks; Model curriculum units; Educator training; Professional development tools and resources; Scorer 
training modules; Teacher collaboration tools; Evaluation of publishers’ assessments.

Interim
Assessments (ICA/IAB)

Computer Adaptive
Assessments and

PERFORMANCE 
TASKS 

• ELA/Literacy
• Mathematics

COMPUTER 
ADAPTIVE TESTS

• ELA/Literacy
• Mathematics

Interim
Assessments (ICA/IAB)

Computer Adaptive
Assessments and Assessments and

Performance Tasks

Scope, sequence, number and timing of interim assessments locally determined

Testing Window for Hawaii:
•Grades 3‐8: February 26, 2015 – June 3, 2015. 
*Grade 11 :  April 13, 2015 – June 3, 2015.

• Mathematics • Mathematics
Performance Tasks
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Update on SpringUpdate on Spring 
2014 Field Test
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Field Test Update (1/2)

• March 25 to June 6, 2014

• Schools were given the opportunity to 
participate at the Department’s expense

• Some additional schools were selected by ETS 
to participate

• Smarter Balanced Field Test FAQs are posted Q p
on the Smarter Balanced Field Test portal at 
http://sbac.portal.airast.org
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Field Test Update (2/2)
• There has been some press coverage

•Smarter Balanced is tracking social mediag

•New Testing Window: March 25 – June 6, 2014

•As of April 23, 2014:
Tests started Tests 

completed
Unique
Students 
Started

Unique 
Students 
Completed

Hawaii 27,178 21,869 10,157 9,320

Consortium 5,278,343 4,672,934 2,271,620 2,078,366

6

Estimated Testing Times
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Hawaii Participation
• 91 schools

• About 25 000 students in grades 3 – 11About 25,000 students in grades 3  11

• Mathematics and/or ELA/literacy

• Assessments are administered over 
multiple days

• No scores

• Accessible for all students
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Purposes of the Field Test

• Quality Assurance• Quality Assurance

• Achievement Standards

• Test Administration

• Item parameters 
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Resources to Help Schools Prepare 
• Practice Tests Available since May 2013

 Both subject areas, grades 3 through 8 and 11
 Approx. 30 items & 1 performance task in each subjectpp p j
 Uses same software as operational test
 Many accessibility and accommodation resources

• Training Test Now Available
 Quick Introduction to Smarter Balanced interface, item types, and 

resources
 14 items combined in English and math (all item types represented)
 Grade bands (3 to 5, 6 to 8, and high school)
 Most accessibility and accommodation resourcesy

• Also Online:  
 All test design documents:  blueprints, content specifications, item 

specifications
 Technology specifications and Bandwidth Checker
 Test Administration Manual and Usability, Accessibility, and 

Accommodations Guidelines
 Training modules on an array of topics 10

Preparation
Training Test  and Practice Test

Training Test (available Jan 30) Practice Test

Purpose Provide students with the 
opportunity to quickly become

Provide students with a grade 
specific testing experience that isopportunity to quickly become 

familiar with the software and 
interface features

specific testing experience that is 
similar in structure and format to 
the Field Test

Grade Levels 3 grade bands (3‐5; 6‐8; HS) Each grade: 3 – 8 and 11

Number & Item 
Types

Approximately 15 items per 
grade band (6 in EL;A and 8‐9 
math)

Approximately 30 items in ELA 
and 30 items in math per grade 
level
Includes 1 ELA PT and 1 math PT 

No performance tasks (PTs) per grade 

Universal Tools, 
Designated 
Support, and 
Accommodations

All included  on Field Test are 
included (including streamlining)

Most included
(masking , streamlining, and ASL 
videos will be added by 1/30); 
Refresh scheduled for late April
and will include new item types 
and glossaries) 11
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Achievement LevelAchievement Level 
Setting
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Achievement Level Setting

Achievement 
Level 1

Achievement 
Level 2

Achievement 
Level 3

Achievement 
Level 4

Level 2 Cut Score Level 3 Cut Score Level 4 Cut Score

Low Score High Score
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A Three‐Pronged Approach

Online Panel

Up to 250,000 participants

d d bRecommendations used by VAC

In‐Person Panel

504 participants 

Bookmark procedure with construct maps

Vertical Articulation Committee (VAC)

60 panelists from In‐Person Panel

Recommend changes across grades
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Achievement Level Setting Dates

• Online Panel: October 6 – 17, 2014

• In‐Person Panel: October 13 – 19, 2014

– October 13 – 15 (Grade 11)

– October 15 – 17 (Grades 6 – 8)

– October 17 – 19 (Grades 3‐ 5)

• Vertical Articulation Committee: October 20• Vertical Articulation Committee: October 20 –
21, 2014
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Achievement Level Setting Goals

Consortium chiefs adopt a set of commonly‐approved cut scores 
for performance on Smarter Balanced assessmentsfor performance on Smarter Balanced assessments 

– Chiefs understand and approve the process we will use

– Cut scores defining four performance categories in each grade for ELA 
/literacy and Math are defensible

– Cut scores are related to external criteria

– Grade‐to‐grade progress is reasonable
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Further Information
• http://www.smarterbalanced.org
• http://sbac.portal.airast.org/
h //i h ii bli h l / ffi /• https://intranet.hawaiipublicschools.org/offices/sao
/sas/sbac/Pages/default.aspx

• Smarter Balanced Field Test Help Desk
1‐855‐833‐1969
SmarterBalancedHelpDesk@ets.org

• Cara Tanimura, Director of  Special Projects at 586‐3447 or , p j
via LN, or

• Patricia Reiss of the Student Assessment Section at 
733‐4100 or via LN.
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