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To:  State of Hawaiʻi Board of Education Members 

 

 

re: GBM 9/1/15 Agenda Item IV.A(3) -  Student Achievement Committee Report (3) Update 

on status, process, and timeline for Committee review of Board policies presently assigned 

to the Committee. 

 

 

Aloha Board of Education Members, 

 

Trying to follow the BOE Policy Audit has been difficult.   

 

For example, the online Student Achievement Committee 9/1/15 meeting notice has a link to the 

proposed policy revision for new Board Policy 101.7.  However, the link to Proposed Policy # 

101.7 on the Policy Audit (Public) page does not present the same language as the proposed 

policy presented for SAC consideration on 9/1/15.  

 

Aside from this inconsistency, some important information is missing.  The Policy Audit 

(Public) page does not inform the public of the status of each of the proposed policies.  Which 

proposed policies have been adopted so far and when?  Which ones have been assigned to a 

committee and to which committee(s)?  When are these policies scheduled for public discussion?  

Are there any supporting documents or reports regarding the proposed policy? 

 

 

 

Above is a picture of the Policy Audit (Public) page headers at www.hawaiiboe.net/Pages/pa.aspx  

  

Vanessa Ott 
2825 S. King St., #2901, Honolulu, HI  96826 msvott@gmail.com 

 (808) 854-1018 

August 28, 2015 
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May I suggest the following improvements to the Policy Audit (Public) web page. 

 
1.) Define what “SP #” means (column 1 in the table) and provide a link to the current 

Strategic Plan. 

2.) Change the “Monitoring” column (which isn’t being used) to “Status” and provide 
information in that column about: 

a.  which committee has been assigned the policy for review; 

b. when/if the policy will be on the specified committee agenda or general board 
agenda; 

c. if passed already, when it passed (so that the public can review meeting minutes 
about that policy). 

3.) When the language of a proposed policy is changed, make sure the link in column 4 
(Proposed Policy #) will open the document that contains the revised language of the 
proposed policy. 

4.) If there are any supporting documents or reports under consideration regarding any 
proposed policy, links to these documents would be provided on the Proposed Policy 
page below the proposed policy. 

 

I hope these suggestions are helpful to the BOE.   

 

I feel certain, because it’s common sense, that if these changes are implemented, it would help 

the public better understand what’s happening with policy updates.  I do hope that greater public 

understanding is one of the BOE’s goals. 

 

Mahalo, 

 

 
Vanessa Ott 








