






"Rocco, Susan S." 
<susan.rocco@doh.hawaii.gov>

11/30/2015 06:31 PM

To "boe_hawaii@notes.k12.hi.us" 
<boe_hawaii@notes.k12.hi.us> 

cc  
Subject SEAC Testimony #2 

2 attachments

12.1.15SACTest-SBA.pdf12.1.15SACTest-SBA.pdf12.1.15SBAattach.PDF12.1.15SBAattach.PDF

Attached please find a second testimony from Martha Guinan, Chair of the Special Education Advisory 
Council, and a set of attachments to go with the testimony for the SAC meeting tomorrow.

Thanks.

Susan Rocco
Staff to SEAC
284‐3580
********************************************************************************
This email was scanned by the Cisco IronPort Email Security System contracted by the Hawaii Dept of 
Education. If you receive suspicious/phish email, forward a copy to spamreport@k12.hi.us. This helps us 
monitor suspicious/phish email getting thru. You will not receive a response, but rest assured the 
information received will help to build additional protection. For more info about the filtering service, go 
to http://help.k12.hi.us/nssb/internal/spam_pages/index.html 
********************************************************************************



S  E  A  C

Special Education Advisory Council

919 Ala Moana Blvd., Room 101

Honolulu, HI  96814

Phone:  586-8126       Fax:  586-8129

email: spin@doh.hawaii.gov

Special Education          

Advisory Council 

Ms. Martha Guinan, Chair

Ms. Brendelyn Ancheta
Dr. Tammy Bopp
Dr. Robert Campbell, liaison  
    to the military
Ms. Deborah Cheeseman
Ms. Annette Cooper
Ms. Shari Dela Cuadra-Larsen,
   liaison to the Superintendent
Ms. Gabriele Finn
Mr. Sage Goto
Ms. Natalie Haggerty
Ms. Valerie Johnson
Ms. Deborah Kobayakawa
Ms. Bernadette Lane
Ms. Dale Matsuura
Ms. Stacey Oshio
Ms. Zaidarene Place
Ms. Barbara Pretty
Ms. Kau’i Rezentes
Ms. Rosie Rowe
Dr. Patricia Sheehey
Ms. Ivalee Sinclair
Mr. Tom Smith
Ms. Lani Solomona
Dr. Todd Takahashi
Dr. Daniel Ulrich
Dr. Amy Wiech
Ms. Jasmine Williams
Ms. Susan Wood

Amanda Kaahanui, Staff
Susan Rocco, Staff

Mandated by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

                                  December 1, 2015
 

Ms. Patricia Halagao, Chair  
Student Achievement Committee
Hawaii State Board of Education
P. O. Box 2360
Honolulu, HI  96804

RE:  Agenda Item IV. D. Update on achievement data in high needs 
categories (English Language Learners, Free and Reduced Lunch, 
and Special Education) 

Dear Chair Halagao and Members of the Committee,

The Special Education Advisory Council’s review of 2015 SBA data at 
our December 13th SEAC meeting generated the following concerns that 
we would like to share with this Committee and the Department:

Special Education Student Achievement
Achievement was abysmal overall for students with IEPs.  Only about 
RQH�LQ����VSHFLDO�HGXFDWLRQ�VWXGHQWV�LV�SURÀFLHQW�LQ�PDWK�DQG�(QJOLVK�
Language Arts (ELA).  The performance gap with non-high needs 
students is 56 percentage points in ELA and 49 percentage points in 
math.

High Needs Group Calculations Skew Results Upwards
 In reviewing the Department’s data posted on its Strive HI: Student 

Group Performance Report, SEAC noticed a striking contrast in 
SURÀFLHQF\�UDWHV�IRU�(//�VWXGHQWV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�6HSWHPEHU����������
report and the November 5, 2015 report (see attachments).  The 
6HSWHPEHU�UHSRUW�OLVWHG�WKH�PDWK�DQG�(/$�SURÀFLHQF\�UDWHV�RI�VWXGHQWV�
currently receiving ELL supports, while the November report added 
in students who had recently exited ELL.  This one change brought up 
ELA performance from 4% to 32% and math performance from 8% to 
30%!   The revelation to SEAC is that students receiving current ELL 
services are actually underperforming students with IEPs.  This not only 
makes additional supports for this group of students (many of whom 
also receive special education supports) more critical, but it also skews 
the calculation for the High Needs Group.  If the Department only used 



scores for students eligible to receive special education and ELL services, rather than lumping in the 
scores of recently exited students, the achievement gap between high needs students and non-high 
needs students would widen.  It would also shine more light on the fact that disadvantaged students 
who make up the bulk of the High Needs Group are outperforming students with IEPs and students 
receiving ELL services by a ratio of 3 or 4 to one.  In a sense, these higher performing disadvantaged 
students are masking the extremely low performance of ELL and SPED students.

In its actions to improve student equity, the Department acknowledges the importance of increasing 
UHVRXUFHV�IRU�VSHFLDO�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�(//�VWXGHQWV���:H�ÀQG�WKHVH�ODWHVW�6%$�VFRUHV�FUHDWH�D�VHQVH�RI�
urgency in prioritizing supports, personnel and innovative strategies to our students who are most at 
risk of academic failure.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this important issue.

Sincerely,

 
Martha Guinan
Chair
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