






























































































































































































Date:   January 29, 2016 
To:   BOE Student Achievement Committee Meeting (February 2, 2016) 
Agenda Item:  VB. Committee Action on new Board Policy 105.14, Language in  

Education (ELL/Bilingual) 
 
Dear Hawaiʻi State Board of Education Committee Members, 
 
My name is Dr. William H. Wilson.  I am the Chair of the Academic Programs Division of the Hawaiian 
language college established by the state legislature through HRS 304A 1301-1302.  One of the legally 
mandated programs under my purview is the College’s P-12 Hawaiian language medium laboratory 
school.  That school includes federally designated language minority students being educated through 
Hawaiian rather than English.  Its program also includes six years required study of Japanese as a 
community heritage language of sugar plantation immigrant ancestors and eight years required study of 
English as a world language.  Language in education is therefore of particular concern for our College. 
 
I wish to testify in support of new Board Policy 105.14, but with an amendment at the last sentence at the 
very bottom, as follows in red: 
 

… Rationale: Research shows when students’ identities, histories, cultures, and languages  
are included in a meaningful and equitable education, they are better able to learn academic  
content and the official language medium of education, be it Hawaiian or English. 

 
The above-suggested amendment would further highlight that Policy 105.14 applies to language minority 
students taught through Hawaiian.  Furthermore, direct inclusion of reference to Hawaiian language 
medium education would draw the attention of DOE administrators and staff to distinctive federal Title 
III legislation uniquely applicable to our state’s Hawaiian language medium schools.  Such federal 
legislation provides for a language minority support and assessment pathway different from that provided 
for minority language student support in state English medium schools.   
 
Federal ESSA provisions for Hawaiian language medium schools are directly parallel to distinctive 
support and assessments of language minority students, such as Haitian Creole speakers, taught through 
Spanish in the Spanish medium public schools of the United States territory of Puerto Rico. The Hawaiian 
language medium support and medium of education assessment provisions of the ESSA are also aligned 
with the Native American Languages Act of 1990 (NALA.)   NALA identifies Hawaiian as a Native 
American language and Native Hawaiian children as Native American students with rights to use of 
Hawaiian in federally supported public education, which includes use for assessments.  
 
In closing, I want to indicate that I served on the advisory committee that developed Policy 105.14 and 
that an earlier version of the policy specifically listed the state’s two official languages, Hawaiian and 
English.  Because of that specific wording in that earlier draft, I assumed that the final draft would include 
the same wording.  I therefore did not sufficiently emphasize in our discussions why distinctive federal 
legislation make it crucial that official Hawaiian language medium education be specifically identified in 
Policy 105.14.  In the past such legislation has been overlooked by the HIDOE.  Consequently language 
minority students in our laboratory school and other schools taught through Hawaiian have been denied 
services through Hawaiian as provided by federal law.  I urge that the above amendment be adopted and 
that future HIDOE committees, plans, and agreements with the federal government relative to 
multilingualism and the ESSA give careful attention to distinctive federal and state legislation relative to 
Hawaiian language medium education. 



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
STATE OF HAWAII 
STATE CAPITOL 

HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813 

February 1, 2016 
Mark M. Nakashima 

Ms. Patricia Halagao, Chair 
Student Achievement Committee 
Hawaii State Board of Education 
PO Box 2360 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96804 

RE: BOARD POLICY 105.14 LANGUAGE IN EDUCATION (ELL/BILINGUAL) 

Dear Chair Halagao and Members of the Committee 

Thank you for this opportunity to lend my support for the Board's efforts to increase student 
diversity and capacity in becoming multi-lingual citizens of the world. With the on-going 
immigration and migration of people to diverse areas of the world, it is becoming increasingly 
important for us to build the capacity to address their needs in their language. 

An education on international languages and culture will provide a strong foundation for future 
studies and provide our students with a greater appreciation for the diverse world in which we 
live. This experience, especially at earlier ages, will help us address the growing need in Hawaii 
to meet these language needs as we conduct state business. 

I look forward to the day when all students will have the opportunity to enter into language 
immersion programs learning a multitude of languages throughout their K-12 career that will 
prepare them academically to accept challenges, everywhere in the world. 

Mark Nakashima 
State Representative, District 1 

Mark M. Nakashima 
First District 
repnakashima(gcapitol.hawaii.gov  

Twenty-Eight Legislature 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

Telephone (808)586-6680 

Chair 
Committee on Labor & Public 
Employment 
Member 
Committee on Consumer Protection & 
Commerce 
Committee on Judiciary 
Committee on Transportation 
Committee on Public Safety 
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