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To boe_hawaii@notes.k12.hi.us 
cc Amy Perruso 

<amyathomas@hotmail.com> 
Subject public testimony for BOE 

Public Testimony for the BOE and ESSA

As a senior now, I have been able to reflect on the past twelve years of my public education curriculum and the 
ways it could have been improved. Beginning middle school, I have noticed a lack of proper learning and 
enthusiasm in teachers and the lesson plan. Many of my teachers in high school did not seem to care if the students 
truly learned or not. I could tell because the work we did in class was mostly busy work and teaching to the test 
where the emphasis was placed on the numbers and scores. The busy work we did did not teach us to learn and it 
did not stimulate our senses. This has become a further problem along with the advancement of technology where 
most of our facts and learning can be done easily without a thought. Because of this, students including me, have 
decreased the amount of thinking and problem solving in our brains. Everybody is on their phones and refusing to 
have a human connection and our classes only reinforce this habit: their are lacking in connection and depth. 
The classes I have truly enjoy and learn in are the ones where the teachers dedicated much of their time and have 
passion in their teaching. My AP biology teacher sophomore year would get to school at five am to set up our labs; 
these labs enhanced her richly detailed lesson plan that always kept us thinking. She had an infectious passion for 
teaching and biology that made the students know that she cared about us and how much we learned. Although she 
taught to the test, she reminded us that the score does not matter in the end but what matters is the amount that we 
have learned. Another excellent teacher I had was my AP psychology teacher who thought of creative activities that 
made us  use all our senses. She taught us that it was okay to make mistakes and never doubted our abilities to learn 
and she adjusted to each student’s learning style to make it easier for anyone to learn. 
This act would extend this safe and engaging learning environment for more classes. A student would be able to 
have an intrinsic motivation to learn and they can understand the value of a good education. I wish that I could have 
experienced these benefits while I was still in school but I have been able to realize what difference this could have. 
Instead of letting lazy dependent students take over our society, let us help to make a better world by changing the 
value of our education. Thank you for your time. 

-Yumena Kawasaki
Mililani High School 
Class of 2016 
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 Hello! My name is Eileen Roco, a senior from Mililani High School. I am writing to 
express my support of ESSA.  
 
 You may remember my in-person testimony in support of the Schools Our Keiki Deserve 
Bill (SB2586) (I was the tiny asian girl) and I testified about my experience with tutoring students 
that are under pressure from standardized testing. Thank you for listening! Honestly, honestly– 
the time the you have invested in considering these issues means so much to me as a student.  
 
 However, I’d like to clarify more of my opinions. I, as a student that has experienced a 
variety of compulsory education settings– homeschool, online school, private school, public 
school– completely advocate student assessment. Educators need standards to hold curriculum 
towards, students need set educational goals to achieve, and overall I understand the state 
itself needs to have some formal assessment to illustrate how successful our keiki are. When I 
speak against standardized testing, I am not speaking against evaluation, assessment, or 
student-produced results. Absolutely not. I believe they are vital in determining how our keiki are 
doing in schools, based on the core subjects.  
 
 I just believe that there is a better way to evaluate students, instead of 
standardized tests that we’ve been using for decades. Literally, decades. Bubble fill-ins. For 
decades? Oh my goodness. These are the same standards, bubble-fill ins, test themes and 
strategies used by a bygone era, when technology was dismal, children were sheltered, and 
teachers had little to innovate with, only stuck to traditional printed materials.  
 
 Our students nowadays are so innovative, productive and creative that not nearly all of 
their potential can be encapsulated by a single printed circle, filled by stained lead in a cold test 
room. To have their entire educational potential measured by this is nearly insulting. And to 
have their entire school’s effectiveness measured by those inaccurate results nearly ridiculous. 
It may sound unbelievable, but trust me. I tutor K-12. Our generation filtering through will be one 
never seen before, if guided and encouraged correctly. Their potential is amazing. So should we 
still asses them, guide them, with standardized tests and benchmarks that are now steadily 
becoming more and more obtuse and ill-fitted?  
 
 The ESSA provides different options for evaluating our students, instead of old 
standardized testing. It introduces student-produced projects. Ideas crafted and implemented 
by the students, made by themselves, illustrating how their minds work, learn, and produce 
‘success’. And I know, concepts that ESSA is founded on– that standardized testing is not 
ineffective in assessment, that teachers are weary and exhausted by the system, that real 
‘learning’ cannot always be expressed by a bubble-fill-in– may be hard to conceptualize. 
 
 So BOE, I urge, urge, urge you: Please, sit in on our classrooms. I promise you. 
You will see what actually ‘learning’ looks like; with students exploring their world and 
connecting themselves to it, and students learning from curriculum that teachers create to help 
them succeed. And even if you happen to walk away still disagreeing with ESSA, at least you 
will have more perspective on what our students are going through in their classrooms.  
 
 I am now a senior, leaving the realm of high school and I would love to see the future 
keiki– the keiki I tutor, the keiki I know have potential unimaginable– released from obtuse 
standardization that does their potential no justice, and for once assessed for the actual project, 
product, and success that they can produce themselves.  
 



 

 

 There is much work to be done to make this goal come true, and so I urge you to take 
the first step for all of us, and consider supporting ESSA with a compelling sincerity that 
parallels my own as I write these words.  
 
Again, thank you, thank you!  
 
- Eileen Roco  
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March 14, 2016 
 

Chairperson Mizumoto and Board Members, 
 

Some psychologists describe the relationship between a student and their teacher as 
simple; an arithmetic equation, even. A teacher in a federal job with a federal syllabus and 
engaging secondary education students equals success. But others highlight a more complex 
relationship, that one might have even with a close friend or guardian. Education must be 
nurtured to a student, stretched and formulated to fit the mindset of, for many teachers, over 100 
students everyday. A cut-throat plan benefits the teacher, and forces the students to mold their 
habit to fit the lesson. 
 In many cases this is beneficial—the student matures, the teacher progresses faster and 
can meet more material and a quicker rate. But what happens when the progression of the 
teacher’s lesson plan has an drawn-out, state or federal-dictated end. What happens when the 
state teaches the teachers what to teach? 

 Standardization of education and testing is not always a George Orwellian 1984 future. 
The root word itself emits a stigma of setting something to look up to, to reach towards, to strive 
to be. But working towards the standard itself, is more like an oxymoron. We limit ourselves in 
the process. I stand here not as one student, but as a student that represents thousands in Hawaii 
deliberating if they even have a higher future in education because of fears of the ACT, SAT, S-
BACK and various other standard exams. These tests should be a standard, but a growing one, 
molded around a teacher’s plan. The plan for his or her students—not the state.  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 












