
 

March 15, 2016 
 
TO:   Lance Mizumoto 
  Chairperson, Board of Education 
    
FROM:  Grant Chun, Patricia Halagao, Amy Asselbaye 
  Members, Board of Education 
    
AGENDA ITEM: Report on March 8, 2016 Maui Community Meeting  

 

On March 8, 2016 the Board of Education held a community meeting in Maui County.  

The meeting was held at the Maui High School Library (located at 660 South Lono 

Avenue, Kahului, Maui) from 5:30-7:30 p.m.  The meeting was attended by Board 

Members Grant Chun, Patricia Halagao, and Amy Asselbaye.  There were 

approximately 38 attendees, which included Department of Education staff, teachers, 

administrators, and community members.  The meeting was agendized for the purpose 

of sharing views on public education and discussing the community’s role in supporting 

student achievement and the public library system, with a focus on serving linguistically 

and culturally diverse students.  

 

The meeting included a presentation by Board Member Halagao on the Board’s new 

policies, Multilingualism for Equitable Education and the Seal of Biliteracy.   Melissa 

Perez, Baldwin-Kekaulike-Maui Complex Area (“BKM Complex Area”) ELL Resource 

Teacher and Ginifer Nania-Cole, BKM Complex Area ELL/Literacy Resource Teacher 

provided an update on Maui District English language learners.  Board Members and 

Department staff fielded questions and received input, including questions regarding the 

implementation of the policies.  The Board received good input from educators who 

shared their experiences and challenges in working with this group of students.  Of note 

was a common theme amongst the teachers that this recognition and validation of a 

student’s culture and home language supports improved performance and achievement 

in the classroom. 

 

After the presentations and question and answer session, attendees broke up into three 

small groups, each facilitated by a Board Member.   

 

In Board Member Patricia Halagao’s group, the topics covered included value and 

implementation of the multilingualism policy, discussion on what English learner 
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services currently exist in schools, the importance of School Community Councils 

(“SCC”) and he need for consistency of involvement of SCCs in all schools. 

 

In Board Member Grant Chun’s group, good information concerning staffing challenges 

on the neighbor islands was shared.  Specifically, it is extremely difficult for schools to 

hire and bring in translators on a casual or intermittent basis.  Personnel procedures 

make it burdensome and onerous for qualified translators to stay in the pool available to 

the Department, with repeated calls for things like reapplication and finger-printing, as 

though they had never done work for the Department in the first place.  Points were also 

made concerning student identification badges which are no longer issued by the State, 

but by the schools themselves.  The point was made that enforcement for students to 

have identifications on their persons should be more stringent and uniform.  An 

administrator in the group disagreed.  

 

In Board Member Amy Asselbaye’s group, there was a robust discussion about services 

for special education students on Maui and teachers discussed their interest in getting 

rid of the Smarter Balanced assessment and standardized testing.  She was also 

provided with an article (attached to this memorandum) regarding the reprioritization of 

public schools. 

 

Following the small groups, Board Members and attendees gathered informally to meet 

and mingle. 

 

 






