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INTRODUCTION 

 

The Le Fetuao Samoan Language Center 

 According to their website (http://www.lefetuao.com/), the Le Fetuao Samoan Language 

Center (LFSLC) is located in the Salt Lake area located at 3227 Ala Ilima St Apt 2, Honolulu, 

Hawaii 96818. The LFSLC is a community-based non-profit service program founded in 2007 to 

provide opportunities for Samoan children “to learn their heritage language and culture utilizing 

interactive, hands-on, and culturally relevant strategies. The program is open to anyone who 

wants to learn Samoan language and become familiar with its culture and customs.”  

More formally, the mission of the LFSLC, as stated on its Facebook page 

(https://www.facebook.com/lefetuao/info), is to:  

 Increase literacy in the Samoan Language for our youth and understand the Samoan 

culture to build a Samoan identity. Ia fa‘alaua‘iteleina le faitau ma le tusitusi i le gagana 

Samoa mo fanau. 

 To serve as a model for other Samoan church communities. Ia avea ma fa’ata‘ita‘iga mo 

isi Ekalesia Samoa. 

And its vision is:  

 To create a Samoan Language school that incorporates church, family and youth. Ia 

fa’atuina se a’oga gagana Samoa e laugatasia ai Ekalesia, Aiga ma fanau. 

 To empower our youth to be productive and contributing citizens with a strong self-

image and knowledge of their Samoan heritage. Ia fa’amalosia a tatou fanau ia avea ma 

tagata nu’u ta’uaogaina ia fa’amautuina se mitamitaga ma le malamalama’aga i le 

fa’asamoa. 

 While it is run by volunteers, parents, and community members, the LFSLC has important 

partnerships with the University of Hawaiʻi Samoan Language and Culture Program, as well as 

http://www.lefetuao.com/
https://www.facebook.com/lefetuao/info
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with local churches and businesses. “These partnerships are closely involved with the 

community in the planning, implementation, and on-going assessment.” It is this last component, 

“on-going assessment,” that is the focus of this report. For more information on the Samoan 

Language Center, see http://www.lefetuao.com/ ;  https://www.facebook.com/lefetuao/info ; 

and/or https://www.youtube.com/user/lefetuao . 

 

Purpose 

 The purpose of this pilot project was to develop and validate the Samoan oral proficiency 

interview (OPI), which was designed to assess the Samoan language needs of the students at the 

LFSLC. To that end, the following research questions were posed about the Samoan OPI:  

1. To what degree are the scores on the Samoan OPI normally distributed?  

2. To what degree are the scores on the Samoan OPI reliable?  

3. To what degree are the scores on the Samoan OPI valid in terms of their relationship to 

participants’ ages, school grades, and months at LFSLC, but also in terms of test design? 

 

METHOD 

 

Participants 

 The 24 participants in this pilot study were all attending the LFSLC Summer Technology 

Camp (known in Samoan as Tekonolosi & Gagana Samoa). This camp is described at 

http://www.lefetuao.com/tekonolosi-gagana-samoa/ as follows: “Technology can play a 

significant role in language development.  Students at Le Fetuao Samoan Language Center use 

iPads and MacBooks as tools to learn language.  It’s proven effective in education that 

technology can improve children’s language skills via listening, reading, and writing. *E taua le 

feso’ota’i o a’oa’oga fa’aonapō nei e iai le tekonolosi ma le a’oa’oina o le gagana.  Ua 

fa’aaogaina iPads e le Fetuao ina ia fai lea ma so’otaga o le a’oa’oina o le gagana i le potu a’oga 

ma le aiga.  Ua fa’amaonia le aogā o le tekonolosi ina ia mafai e fanau ona fa’alogo, faitau, ma 

tusitusi le gagana i auala ‘ese’ese.” 

 The participants ranged in age from 9 to 16 years old with an average of 11.67 (see Figure 1). 

At the same time their school grades ranged from 3rd to 11th grade with an average of 6.63 (see 

Figure 2). 

http://www.lefetuao.com/
https://www.facebook.com/lefetuao/info
https://www.youtube.com/user/lefetuao
http://www.lefetuao.com/tekonolosi-gagana-samoa/
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 In all, 14 of the participants were students in the LFSLC Program, while 10 were not. The 

students attended a variety of elementary, middle, and senior high schools in Hawai‘i (Aiea 

Intermediate, Aliamanu Elementary, Aliamanu Middle, Alvah Scott Elementary, Cambell High, 

Dole Middle, Farrington High, Hickam Elementary, Keone‘ula Elementary (Ewa), Lokahi 

Charter School, Moanalua High, Pearl City Intermediate, Voyager Charter School, Waianae 

Elementary, & Waianae High) with one student from Las Vegas, NV.  

 

 

Figure 1. Histogram of the Pilot Samples Ages  

 

 

Figure 2. Histogram of the Pilot Samples Grade Levels 



BROWN & ALAIMALEATA – THE LFSLC ORAL PROFICIENCY INTERVIEW  

 

 

4 

Materials 

 The materials for this pilot Samoan Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI) were adapted from the 

Southeast Asian Summer School Institute (SEASSI) Placement Test Oral Interview (see 

Appendix A) and administered in a similar way. This test is designed to be used in the larger 

assessment context shown for speaking skills in Appendix B.  

 The SEASSI Placement Test. The SEASSI Placement Test Oral Interview was first 

developed in an English language prototype (see Appendix A) by Brown, Ramos, Cook, and 

Lockhart (1991) for later translation/adaptation and use for placement testing purposes in two 

successive SEASSIs in five languages: Indonesian, Khmer, Tagalog, Thai, and Vietnamese. The 

steps and processes used to develop the five SEASSI Oral Interview tests in different languages 

are described in the original documentation. Similar steps and processes were used in this project 

to develop the Samoan OPI.  

 

The Samoan OPI for Assessing Speaking  

 We cannot include actual questions on the Samoan OPI here because teachers and students 

would then have access to them online. We can say that the questions on the Samoan OPI are 

similar to those used in the SEASSI Placement Test Oral Interview described in the previous 

subsection and shown in their English language prototype version in Appendix A. The questions 

were organized into the following five levels: 

1. L1 – Maualalo (Low) 

Le iloa tautala  (Novice Speaker)  

2. L2 – Feololo (Medium) 

Memorization proficiency 

3. L3 – Maualuga (High) 

Elementary proficiency 

4. L4 – Maualuga tele (Advanced) 

Limited proficiency 

5. L5 – Maoa’e le Maualuga (Superior) 

Proficiency 
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Procedures 

 The Samoan OPI was administered while technology class was in session in the afternoon of 

Thursday, June 18th, 2015 in a classroom at Leeward Community College. The test was 

administered one-on-one in a quiet corner of the classroom. Students were pulled out of class 

one-by-one to be tested. As one student completed his/her test, he/she prompted the next student 

to be tested. 

 The tester and the examinee were seated facing each other. Instructions were read aloud by 

the tester while the examinee was instructed to listen carefully and ask questions if anything was 

not clear. Test environment was quiet and free of noise or distractions.  Students were instructed 

to listen to the test questions and respond using the Samoan language to the best of their 

ability. The directions for administering the Samoan OPI were as follows:  

Instructions:  Talofa.  This is a test to determine your ability to speak and respond to Samoan 

questions using Samoan language. I will read out several prompts and questions.  You are to 

respond to the questions using Samoan language and not use any other language.  If you don't 

understand or you don't want to respond to a question, feel free to say so and I will give you 

another question.  You have 5 seconds to respond to questions to the best of your 

knowledge.  When 5 seconds are up and you haven't responded, the unanswered question 

will be marked zero.  All questions will be written and presented using Samoan language. 

Do you have any questions before we proceed?   

Thank you.  Let's get started. 

Each student, depending on his/her ability to respond to questions spent about 10 to 15 minutes 

being tested. Low proficiency students who could not respond to questions were excused to go 

back to their seats after they were unable to respond it at least four questions.   

  

RESULTS 

 

 The results will be presented in three sections: descriptive statistics, reliability, and 

correlations. 

Descriptive Statistics 

 The descriptive statistics for the scores and levels achieved by the participants in the pilot 

sample are shown in Table 1. Notice that the number of participants was 24 for both Scores and 
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Levels because they apply to the same people. That table also shows the average scores and 

levels as well as the standard deviation (that is, a sort of average of the distance of the 

participants from the average), as well as the highest and lowest values, and the range (that is, the 

distance between the highest and lowest values). Thus the average score for the 24 participants 

was 6.21, which is fairly low on what is a potential scale of 30, but the standard deviation of 8.64 

tells us that the scores are fairly widely spread out, as do the high score of 26, low score of 0, and 

very high range of 27 out of 30.  All of this appears clearly in Figure 3, which presents a 

histogram (or bar graph) for these scores.  

 

Table 1: Descriptive Statistics for Scores and Levels  

for the Pilot Sample on the Samoan OPI 

  Scores  Levels Months at 

LFSLC 

Number of Participants 24  24 24 

Average (Mean) 6.21  1.54 23.29 

Standard Deviation 8.64  1.35 29.90 

High 26  4.5 82 

Low 0  0 1 

Range 27  5.5 82 

 

 

Figure 3. Histogram of the Pilot Sample Scores 
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 Once the scores were converted to levels, the average level for the 24 participants was 1.54, 

which is also fairly low on what is a potential scale of 5, and the standard deviation of 1.35 

indicates that the levels are relatively spread out, as do the high level of 4.5, low level of 0, and 

very high range of 5.5.  Again, all of this is presented visually in Figure 4, which presents a 

histogram (or bar graph) for these levels. Notice in particular the high number of participants 

who performed at Level 1.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4. Histogram of the Pilot Sample Levels 

 

Reliability 

 The reliability of the scores for the Samoan OPI was estimated using a very rough and ready 

procedure, called the Kuder-Richardson formula 21 (K-R21).  Though this is estimate is not 

entirely appropriate for this type of data (that is, because K-R21 assumes independence among 

the items and equal difficulty), it was used, because there was no alternative, to get at least a 

rough idea of how reliably (or consistently) the scores were assigned. Reliability estimates 

indicate the degree to which a set of scores were consistent. They can range from 0.00 (if the 

scores are entirely unreliable) to 1.00 (if the scores are 100% reliable) and everything in 

between. Thus reliability estimates represent the proportion of consistent variation in scores, and 

by moving the decimal point two places to the right, they can be interpreted as percentages of 

consistent variation in scores. In this pilot study, the K-R21 reliability was .9662379, or about 



BROWN & ALAIMALEATA – THE LFSLC ORAL PROFICIENCY INTERVIEW  

 

 

8 

.966, which means that the scores on the Samoan OPI were 96.6% consistent, and so they can be 

viewed as quite reliable. (For more on reliability, see Brown, 2005) 

 

Correlation Coefficients 

 Correlation coefficients indicate the degree to which two sets of numbers are related or “go 

together.” For purposes of this discussion, correlation coefficients can range from 0.00 to 1.00. 

The correlation coefficient for Scores and Levels was 0.97986985, or about .98 (for a visual 

representation of this relationship, see Figure 5). Squaring the .98 correlation coefficient and 

moving the decimal point two places to the right gives us the coefficient of determination, which 

indicates that the two variables Scores and Levels overlapped about 96% in how the participants 

Scores were related to their Levels. This makes sense given that the levels were determined by a 

simple conversion. Thus, this coefficient tells us that the conversions from Scores to Levels were 

done correctly and that they are nearly perfectly related.  

 

 

Figure 5. Scatterplot for the Correlation Between Levels and Scores 

 

 Table 2 shows the correlation coefficients and percentages of overlap (i.e., coefficients of 

determination) for Levels and Scores with Age and Grade on the Samoan OPI. Clearly, Levels 

are somewhat related to Age (28%) though slightly less so to Grade (22%). Similarly, Scores are 

a bit more related to Age (31%) though slightly less so to Grade (25%). These results mean that 
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to some degree older participants in higher grades tended to score higher than younger 

participants in lower grades.  

 

Table 2: Correlation Coefficients and Percentages of Overlap for Score, Level, and Number of 

Years Studying Samoan with Age and Grade on the Samoan OPI 

 Age   Grade Months at 

LFSLC 

Correlation coefficients:    

Scores 0.55 0.50 0.76 

Levels 0.52 0.47 0.76 

Percentages of overlap:      

Scores 31% 25% 58% 

Levels 28% 22% 58% 

 

 More important from a validity standpoint, the correlation coefficients between the number 

of months at LFSLC and their Scores and Levels, were 0.76 in both cases, which indicated that 

there was 58% overlap between the amount of time the participants had been at LFSLC and their 

Scores and Levels. Thus whatever the Samoan OPI is measuring it appears to be at least 58% 

related to time on task with Samoan language study.  

 

DISCUSSION 

 

 This section will directly address the research questions posited at the top of this report. As 

such the research questions themselves will be used as headings to help organize the discussion.  

 

1. To What Degree Are the Scores on the Samoan OPI Normally Distributed?  

 Table 1 indicates that, in this pilot study, the Samoan OPI Scores are adequately spread 

across the entire 30 point scale from a low of 0 to a high of 26. However, the average of 6.21 is 

relatively low and the standard deviation of 8.64 is larger than the average—both indicating that 

the distribution of Scores is probably not normal. Visual inspection of Figure 3 shows that the 

distribution is mostly flat, but noticeably there is a large number of 2s. Similarly, Table 1 shows 
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that the Samoan OPI Scores in this pilot study are widely spread across the most of the 6 point 

scale from a low of 0 to a high of 4.5. However, the average Level of 1.54 is relatively low and 

the standard deviation of 1.35 is nearly as large as the average—both indicating that the 

distribution of Levels is probably not normal. Figure 4 further shows visually that the Levels are 

spread in a more or less flat distribution from 0 to 4.5, with a notably large number of students at 

Level 1.   

 The distributions of Scores and Levels on the Samoan OPI are clearly not normal. This 

probably occurred because a large proportion of the students (10 out of 24) in this small sample 

were new to the program because they were attending the Summer Technology Camp for the 

first time.  

The distributions might have been normal if sample were larger and if it were focused only on 

students in LFSLC proper.  

 However, these distributions are what they are. Since the trust of this project is to develop a 

criterion-reference Samoan OPI, normality may not be all that important from a measurement 

perspective. Nonetheless, normality is an assumption underlying the reliability and correlational 

statistics applied in this project, so readers should take the lack of normality into account in 

interpreting the other statistical results presented in this report. 

 

2. To What Degree Are the Scores on the Samoan OPI Reliable?  

 The K-R21 reliability reported in this study turned out to be a very high .97. The K-R21 

index is an internal consistency reliability estimate which gives us some sense that the Samoan 

OPI is probably reliable internally. However, because K-R21 assumes independence among the 

items, equal difficulty, and normality of the total scores, and those assumptions were not met in 

this pilot study, further study of the reliability of the Samoan OPI is warranted. We would 

recommend that this take the forms of inter-rater reliability (that is, using two raters to score all 

of the recorded interviews independently and then calculating the correlation between their 

ratings) or test-retest reliability (that is, conducting two interviews scored by one rater on 

different occasions and then calculating the correlation between the resulting scores).  However, 

those approaches will have to wait for larger administrations down the line as the Samoan OPI is 

applied operationally.  

 



BROWN & ALAIMALEATA – THE LFSLC ORAL PROFICIENCY INTERVIEW  

 

 

11 

3. To What Degree Are the Scores on the Samoan OPI Valid in Terms of Their Relationship 

to Participants’ Ages, School Grades, and Months at LFSLC, but Also in Terms of Test 

Design? 

 The correlation coefficients reported in Table 2 for Scores with Age, Grade, and Months at 

LFSLC, as well as for Levels with Age, Grade, and Months at LFSLC were .55, .50, .76, .52, 

.47, and .76, respectively. The corresponding percentages of overlap were 31%, 25%, 58%, 28%, 

22%, and 58%. These results indicate that, as students get older in terms of years and their grade 

levels in school, their Scores and Levels on the Samoan OPI go up to some degree; but to and 

even greater degree, the more months they have studied at LFSLC, the higher their scores and 

Levels on the Samoan OPI. That constitutes a criterion-related validity argument for the validity 

of the Samoan OPI. 

 However, more importantly, the Samoan OPI was carefully designed and constructed to 

contain questions of increasing difficulty that were directly related to the ACTFL OPI guidelines 

as well as things the students were learning at LFSLC and were expected to be able to do with 

the Samoan language when they finished their studies. This constitutes a content validity 

argument for the validity of the Samoan OPI for pedagogical decision making.  

 

CONCLUSIONS 

 

 This pilot project generally indicates that the Samoan OPI is functioning as well as can be 

expected in a pedagogical setting like that at LFSLC in terms of (a) spreading students out across 

the entire scales in terms of Scores and Levels, (b) the constistency or reliability of the scores, 

and (c) the validity of the test for pedagogical decision making.  

 However, the Samoan OPI represents a single scale related to overall proficiency. We 

recommend that the teachers in the LFSLC consider developing a more detailed rubric that will 

provide students and teachers a better idea of what aspects of the language are being taught and 

provide them with more detailed feedback on the learning and teaching, respectively. An 

example of such a rubric was developed used and validated in Hilo, Hawaii for young learners of 

Hawaiian as reported in Housman, Dameg, Kobashigawa, & Brown (2012) (see Appendix C for 

the English language version of that rubric). Note that those language teachers chose to assess 

and give feedback on Communicative skills, vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation, fluency, 
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language steadfastness, as well as cultural and linguistic authenticity. A similar rubric could 

fairly easily be developed for the Samoan language using those categories or others as the 

teachers see fit. The advantage would of course be that teachers and students would have more 

detailed diagnostic and achievement feedback, expressed in words that are easy to understand.  
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APPENDIX A: 

ENGLISH PROTOTYPE 

SEASSIPE INTERVIEW QUESTIONS 

 

Novice - Low 

Hello. 

Please sit down. How are you today? 

What's your name? 

How old are you? 

Where are you from? 

What day is it today? 

What time is it? 

 

Novice - Mid 

What room is your class in? 

How many languages do you speak? 

What are they? 

What do you do for a living? 

Do you like doing that? 

Where do you live? 

Is it far from here? 

 

Novice - High 

Do you have any brothers or sisters? 

Are they older or younger? 

What do your father and mother do? 

Where do(es) your [insert one relative] live? 

Where can you buy stamps? 

Where do you go to see a movie? 

Where would I buy some candy? 

 

Intermediate - Low 

How long will you be in Hawaii? 

Please ask me a question about my family. 

And another question. 

Please ask me for directions to Sinclair Library. 

And to the post office. 

Pretend that you want to buy a watch. What would you say first? 

What would you say next? 

 

Intermediate - Mid 

Tell me about the place where you live. 

What furniture is there'? 

How do you come to school? 

How long does it take? 

What did you do last weekend? 
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What do you do in your free time? 

What do you plan to do next summer? 

 

Intermediate - High 

What has your day been like today? 

What is your normal day like? 

What will you do when you finish today? 

Can you tell me how to get to the Campus Center? 

Please tell me a little bit about your childhood. 

What are your plans for the future? 

Please describe Waikiki. 

 

Advanced 

What do you like or dislike about Honolulu? And why? 

Which country would you like to visit? And why? 

What was the last movie you saw? Can you tell me the story? 

What is the most beautiful place that you've ever visited? 

Describe it. 

Describe how you would go about registering for a course at this university. 

 

Advanced - Plus 

What are some of the causes of the high crime rate in the U.S.A.? 

What differences and similarities do you see between the political systems of the U.S.A. and 

[insert target country name]. 

What are some of the causes poverty and hunger in the world today? 

How would you compare the culture of the U.S. with that of [target country] culture? 

 

Superior 

What would you do if you were in [target country] now? 

What would you be doing if you were not here? 

In your profession, what is the most difficult issue to solve and what are your opinions about the 

best solution? 

What is the difference in [insert target language] between the way you speak to a superior and to 

an intimate friend? 

 

 

 

  



BROWN & ALAIMALEATA – THE LFSLC ORAL PROFICIENCY INTERVIEW  

 

 

15 

APPENDIX B: 

SPEAKING SKILLS 
Sample Student Sheet – Teacher collects 

 
# 

Tchr 
Points 

Points 
Possible 

          MANDATORY COMPONENTS 
 

Comments 

   REQUIREMENTS:  

   Project Title:  

1 5  Planning Process sheet   

2 6    

3 4  Notes or Speech 
 Small group presentation    or     class project 

 

4 5  Small group presentation  information: 

Date  

Time  

Place/Location  

Names of  audience   

Relationship:  
 

 

5 3  Pre and Post Survey ( share results and attach surveys/tallies)  

6 9  Teaching material used: (attach sample) 
  Brochure,  poster,  flyer,  ppt or  other: 

 

7 1  Thank you speech (small group  or  class  

   Class Presentation of Journey  and Your How to/Info  

8 2  *Introduction-captured attention immediately  

9 5  *Knowledge of Subject Matter-Evidence of thorough knowledge 
Effective presentation of current data and information to support 
viewpoints and issues of concern 

 

10 2  -Conclusion: -Reflection: what changes/improvements/ are you going to 
do in the future. What was the most significant information you learned 
to share with the class   

 
 

11 3  *Summary-Excellent  summary with strong concluding statement  

12 manda tory 5 Resources mandatory ( online, books, magazines, etc) 
(typed on full sheet) 

 

13 50  Presentation- Speech is about the Journey and summary of the How 
facts taught to your small group. Share your experience 
Must be professional, serious, prepared, poster complete for all points or 
missing points, not joking, enthusiasm, loud voice, use visuals, make it 
interesting, ALL components of the grade sheet has been covered. ( no 
verbal, no points; no product, no points, too) 
Well prepared presentation 

 

14 5  *Organization/Delivery- Presentation covers all relevant information 
completely and explains project with a seamless and logical delivery 

 

   Deduction/ Extra credit  

 100  Total  
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APPENDIX C: HAWAIIAN ORAL PROFICIENCY ASSESSMENT RUBRIC (ENGLISH VERSION) 



www.saasia.org.nz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FONOTELE FAAVAOMALO A LE SAASIA 

SAASIA International conference in Samoa 

28 – 29 Setema (Upolu) 

1 – 2 Oketopa (Savaii) 

 

 

 

 

 
Autu:  O leo o fanau 

 

 

 

 

Maota o le fono (venue):   

Fale o Tupulaga EFKS   i Sogi 

Apita o Pisaga Hall Metotosi Salelologa i Savaii

http://www.saasia.org.nz/
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LAULAUAFONO A LE SAASIA 

(SAASIA Board Executives) 

 

Taitaifono – Salā Faasaulala Tagoilelagi-Leota (Aukilani) 

tilahlah@hotmail.com 

 

Failautusi – Fou Alapati (Ueligitone) 

fou_alapati@msn.com 

 

Teutupe – Sofaea Penn (Aukilani) 

sofaepenn@hotmail.com 

 

Le’autuli’ilagi Taotua M.F.Sauvao (Ueligitone) 

leautuli.sauvao@whitireia.ac.nz 

 

Ruta McKenzie (Kalaiesetete) 

ruta.mckenzie@core-ed.org.nz 

 

May Crichton  (Aukilani) 

mayflowercrichton@gmail.com 

 

Tiana Fauolo 

ptfauolo@hotmail.co.nz 

 

Mulipola Omai 

omaim@tafesilafai.school.nz 

 

Karen Taulapapa Su’a 

taulapapaleatasua@xtra.co.nz 

 

 

Faatinā o le SAASIA 

 

Fereni Ete 

rev.risatisone@paradise.net.nz 

 

Iolesina Tagoilelagi 

iolesinatagoilelagi@hotmail.com 

 

Faatamā o le SAASIA 

 

Afioga le Faipule Su’a William Sio 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                       

mailto:faafua@teuila.co.nz
mailto:fou_alapati@msn.com
mailto:sofaepenn@hotmail.com
mailto:leautuli.sauvao@whitireia.ac.nz
mailto:ruta.mckenzie@core-ed.org.nz
mailto:mayflowercrichton@gmail.com
mailto:ptfauolo@hotmail.co.nz
mailto:omaim@tafesilafai.school.nz
mailto:taulapapaleatasua@xtra.co.nz
mailto:rev.risatisone@paradise.net.nz
mailto:iolesinatagoilelagi@hotmail.com


 

 3 

Acknowledgement of Sponsors 

 

SAASIA would like to thank these organisations for their support.  

                                         

 
                                        

 

POLOKALAME  28 Setema 2015 (Aso Gafua)   

Fofoga o le fono:  Afioga Le’autuli’ilagi Taotua M.F.Sauvao 

 

TAIMI GALUEGA FAATINO 

8- 9.00am Lesitala  

9.00am Lotu – Susuga Toeaina Tavita Roma (Taitaifono Aoao EFKS, EFKS Salailua) 

 

9.15am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10.15am 

 

10.45am 

Tatala aloaia le fonotaga / Official Opening 

 Afioga Matafeo Falanaipupu Tanielu Aiafi (Afioga le 

Faatonusili/CEO Ofisa o Aoga, Aganuu ma Taaaloga) 

 Afioga Salā Faasaulala Tagoilelagi-Leota (Peresetene SAASIA) 

 Honourable Afioga Su’a William Sio (Faatamā o le SAASIA, Sui o le 

Palemene o le Malo o NZ) 

 Afioga Kuinimeri Tamati 

Taitaifono Aoao Aoga Amata i Samoa 

 

Vai-aiga o le taeao (morning tea) 

 

Saunoaga Aami:  Afioga Matafeo Falanaipupu Tanielu Aiafi (Afioga le CEO 

Ofisa o Aoga, Aganuu ma Taaloga) 

 

Avanoa mo nai fesili:   

 

12.00pm Taumafataga o le aoauli  (Lunch) 

 

1.00pm – 3pm  Irene Paleai-Foroti (AUT University, Auckland) 

 LeFetuao Aoga Faasamoa i Hawaii (Hawaii) 

 Justine Mason, Veronica Kidd, Ruta McKenzie & Jan Fensom 

            (Core-Ed, Kalaiesetete) 
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POLOKALAME  29 Setema 2015 (Aso Lua) 

Fofoga o le Aso:  Afioga Le’autuli’ilagi Taotua M.F.Sauvao 

 

TAIMI GALUEGA FAATINO 

8.00am 

 

Lesitala     

Lotu:  Afioga Tiakono Kasiano Leaupepe (Taitaifono 

Aoao Ekalesia Soofaatasi) 

 

8.30am – 

9.15am 
Saunoaga Aami (Keynote):   

Tofā Lavea Tupuola Lemalu Sione Malifa 

Taitaifono Ofisa CLAC (Customary Land and 

Commission) i Samoa 

9.15am - 

10.30am  

 

 Kuinimeri Tamati (Taitaifono Aoga Amata i 

Samoa) 

 Patisepa Tuafuti (Pule, Tuafuti Education 

Services) 

 

10.30 – 10.45am     Vaiaiga o le taeao  

10.45am – 

12.30pm 

 

 Matiu Matavai Tautunu (NUS University, Samoa) 

 Pelega o Matua Fanau Aoga Amata (Napier) 

 Tolo Pereira (Pule; Seeds Childcare Ueligitone) 

12.30 – 1.15     Taumafataga o le aoauli  

  

1.15 – 3pm Su’ifefiloi: 

 Mapusaga Aoga Amata (Kalaiesetete) 

 Faavae Mautu Aoga Amata (Aukilani) 
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1 – 2 Oketopa 2015 

Apita o Pisaga Hall  

Salelologa, Savaii. 

 

POLOKALAME  1 Oketopa 2015 (Aso Tofi) 

Fofoga o le Aso:  Afioga Le’autuli’ilagi Taotua M.F.Sauvao 

 

TAIMI GALUEGA FAATINO 

8.00am 

 

Lesitala     

Lotu: Susuga Rev. Poasa Leaupepe; Sea o le Sinoti Savaii Sasa’e  

 

Saunoaga:  Afioga Honourable Su’a William Sio; Faipule malo o 

NZ, Faatamā o le SAASIA. 

 

Saunoaga:  Susuga Rev. Amosa Tapuai; Teutupe o le Sinoti Savaii 

Sasa’e. 

 

9 – 9.45am Saunoaga Aami (Keynote):   

Afioga Salā Faasaulala Tagoilelagi-Leota; Peresetene Aoao 

SAASIA 

 

9.45m – 11am  

 
 Le’autuli’ilagi Taotua M.F.Sauvao (Whitireia NZ) 

 LeFetuao Aoga FaaSamoa (Hawaii) 

 

11 – 11.15     Vaiaiga o le taeao  

11.15 -  

12.30 

 

 Filiomanaia Akata Galuvao (AUT University) 

 Tumanu ae le Tu Logologo Aoga Amata (Aukilani) 

 

12.30 -  1.30pm  Taumafataga o le aoauli  

  

1.30 – 3pm  Le Fetu Taiala Aoga Amata (Aukilani) 

 Faatamalii Kesi (AUT University) 

 

6.00pm 

DINNER  

Rosalote Restaurant (Sapapali’i) BYO 

 

Dinner Details 

Cost:   $40WST (full spread buffet, Samoan delicacy) 

 

Transport:  Please find transport there 
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(E le faatauanauina, ae matagofie le tatou fiafia faatasi i lea po) 

 

 
 

POLOKALAME  2 Oketopa 2015 (Aso Faraile) 

Fofoga o le Aso:  Afioga Le’autuli’ilagi Taotua M.F.Sauvao 

 

TAIMI GALUEGA FAATINO 

8.00am 

 

Lesitala     

Lotu:  Susuga Rev Taulafo Avei – Failautusi o le Sinoti 

Savaii Sasa’e. 

 

8.30am – 

9.15am 

Saunoaga Aami (Keynote):   

Susuga i le faatina o le SAASIA:  Susuga Faletua Malolo 

Manumalo Fereni Ete  

9.15am - 

10.30am  

 

 Ana Magele  (Pule Aoga o le Aoga Faafaiaoga o    

Aoga Amata i Sogi, Samoa) 

 Pauline Luafutu-Simpson (Canterbury University) 

 

10.30 – 10.45am     Vaiaiga o le taeao  

10.45am – 

12.30pm 

 

 Mata’aga Aoga Amata (Aukilani) 

 Core Ed team (Kalaiesetete) 

12.30 – 1.15     Taumafataga o le aoauli  

1.15 – 3.00pm 

 

 

 

Upu Faaiu 

 Vaovasamanaia Meripa Toso (Auckland 

University) 

 Matiu Matavai Tautunu (NUS University, Samoa) 

 Irene Palea’i-Foroti (AUT University, Aukilani) 

 

Salā Faasaulala Tagoilelagi-Leota  

Taitaifono SAASIA 
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O lo’u mālu (profile) & folasaga (abstract) 

SAASIA 2015 

 

 

Saunoaga Aami 

Afioga Matafeo Falanaipupu Tanielu Aiafi 

 
 

 

 Current since November 2012 : Chief Executive 

Officer, Ministry of Education, Sports & Culture & 

Secretary-General of Samoa National Commission 

for UNESCO 

 March 2009 to November 2012Adviser for 

Information and Communication Technology for 

the Pacific, Secretariat of the Pacific Community 

(SPC) Suva, Fiji 

 Jan 2006 to Jan 2009 Manager, Human 

Resource Management Information Systems, 

Samoa Public Service Commission (PSC) 

 Feb 2004 to Jan 2006 Registrar, The National 

University of Samoa (NUS) 

 

Afioga Lavea Tupuola Lemalu Sione Malifa 

 
A retired Lecturer from the Victoria 

University and is the current Chairman of the 

Samoa Land Corporation’s Board of Directors 

and Chairman of the Samoa’s Customary Land 

Advisory Commission.  Tupuola is a member 

of the Samoa’s Judiciary Commission and a 

Television presenter for Samoa TV3. 

O fanau a tagata, o itutino o isi foi tagata na faia e le 

Atua.  Children of Humanity 
O ogotia se itutino se tasi, e langoan e itu tino uma.  Oe 

lena e te le lagona le mafatia o isi.  E le tatau ona taua oe o 

se tagata.  Children of humanity are each others limbs.  

That share an origin in their Creator.  When one limb 

passes its day in pain, the other limb can not remail easy.  

You who feel no pain at the suffering of others, it is not 

fitting you be called human” (Saadi, Persian Poet 1184-

1283)  

Susuga Faletua o Toeaina Fereni Pepe Ete    

 
Bachelor of Arts.( Victoria), N.Z Trained 

Teacher.primary. (Wellington College of 

Education,( 1977) Diploma of Teaching in 

Ua e silafia ea le faaaogaina e le Atua o “Leo o le fanau” 

e ala mai ai ona vavega? 

O se vaai fa’ale agaga i le taua i le Atua o leo o a tatou 

fanau. O leo o loo sau i tulaga eseese o le olaga o le 

tamaititi. E faapefea ona faaaogaina e le Atua nei leo eseese 

e faia ai ona vavega e le gata i le tamaititi ao isi tagata? Ua 

aumaia ni tala masani o le Tusi Paia e fai ma ta’i ala mo i 

tatou… Aisea ua le faafofoga ai le Atua i le tina ua leva ona 

tagi i le Atua ae foliga mai fa’atoa tali le Atua ina ua 

faafofoga i le leo o Isamaeli? Aisea ua taua ai i le Atua le 

leo o Isamaeli? O a ni vavega o le Atua ua faaalia vavega o 

le Atua na faaalia i lenei tala?  O tatou faatauaina ea leo o 

tatou fanau ma molimauina i totonu o aiga a’oga amata ma 
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Early Childhood ( N.Z.Q.A)  Awards( 1990):  

Commemorative Queen’s Medal for Service, ( 

1990) Tautai o le Gagana.( 2008) QSM ( 

2014) Wellington Education Award of the 

Year in Education (2014) 

 A’oga Fa’ata’ita’I Malua Theological College 

(1966-1974) Ridgeway Primary School (1978-

1980) Newtown Public Library (1981-

1984).Amata uluai. Aoga Amata Niu Sila 

E.F.K.S Ueligitone. (5 Mati 1985)  A’oga 

Fa’afaia’oga o A’oga Amata. (10 Setema 

1987)  Head of E.C.E. (2006-2014)  Ina i Lau 

a Tina (1992-). Chairman for Samoa Capital 

Radio. (2009-)  Tusitala, fatu pese ma tauloto 

ma tamaiti.Samoa i Ueligitone. 

ekalesia le taua o le faalogo ma tu’u se taimi e faalogo ai i 

leo o nai a tatou fanau? 

 

Afioga Salā Faasaulala Tagoilelagi-Leota 

 
Na avea o ia ma sui o le SAASIA mai le 1988. 

I le 2004, na fai ai ma sui o le Komiti Fa’afoe 

a le SAASIA, ma filifilia ai i le Taitaifono 

Aoao o le SAASIA i le 2009 seia oo mai lava i 

le taimi nei. O ona nuu o Vatia ma Vailoatai i 

Tutuila, Vaiala, Moataa, Leauvaa ma 

Sapunaoa i Upolu.  Aoga i Lalomanu primary, 

St Marys Savalalo ma Suva Grammar i Fiti.  

Ua 9 tausaga o avea ma Taitai Pasifika i le 

A’oga Fa’afaia’oga i le Iunivesite o 

Tekonolosi i Aukilani (AUT).    Ua ia togiina 

ni M.Ed thesis ma avea ma ‘reviewer’. 

Sosoo le fau i le fau – E i ai se leo i le fau? 

O lenei folasaga, o se suesuega mai sa faia i ni Aoga Amata 

se 3 ma ni Aoga Tulaga Lua e 5 o loo faaaogaina ai le 

gagana Samoa ia latou aoaoga (Samoan Bilingual Primary 

services), i Aukilani; Niu Sila.  Sa taumafai lenei suesuega 

e vailiili poo le a le fau o loo faafaileleina ai alo ma fanau o 

Samoa i totonu o Aoga Amata, ae pe faapefea ona faaauau 

(continue) lenei fau i le Tulaga Lua, poo sui (replace) foi.  

Mai nei sailiiliga, o loo faatauaina ai leo o fanau, e ala ia 

latou faatalanoaga (interviews) sa fai, faapea a latou 

vaava’aiga (observations) i se faavaa (template) na fausia 

faapitoa mo fanau Samoa i totonu o Aoga Amata. 

E toa 8 tamaiti na auai i lenei suesuega, ma o le a faa-

autuina lenei folasaga e ala i a latou leo, poo le a le fau i 

totonu o Aoga Amata. 

Kuinimeri Tamati  

Ana Magele  

Elisapeta Tuupo-Alaimaleata (Hawaii) 

 

Le Fetuao Samoan Language Center – Honolulu, Hawai’i 

(Elisapeta Tuupo-Alaimaleata, Exec Director/Founder & 

LFSLC Staff) 

O le polokalama o le gagana Samoa a le Fetuao Samoan 

Language Center i Hawai’i sa amatalia ile tausaga 2008.  

Ua atoa ai nei le 7 o tausaga talu ona tau atia’e lenei 

galuega i le Sitete o Hawaii, i le motu o O’ahu.  Mai le 

faitauga o tagatanu’u o Samoa i le mālō o Amerika (US 

Census 2010) o Hawai’i o le sitete lona lua o Amerika e 

to’atele tagata Samoa o lo’o nonofo ai.  E ova ma le 38,000 

le tauaaofa’iga o tagatanu’u Samoa i Hawai’i, ae muamua 

ai le sitete o Kalefonia i Amerika e ova ma le 60,000 tagata 

Samoa.  O lona uiga e le fa’aitiitia ae tuputupua’e tagata 

Samoa o lo’o aumau i Amerika.  E fa’amaonia ai fo’i ma se 

manatu, ua tupu le tagata ae iti le ola o le gagana Samoa, 

ona popo’e ai lea o le loto ia tatou measina.  E fa’apefea 

ona tatou opogi loto ma agaga o tagatanu’u o Samoa ina ia 

totō fatu le taua o lana gagana ma lana aganu’u Samoa ina 

ia a’oa’oina i fanau a’o pepe se ia matua?   
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Matiu Matāvai Tautunu ‘Aumua  

(NUS University) 

 
Na soifua mai le Tusitala i Sāmusu Āleipata i 

le aso 29 o ‘Aperila 1979 mai ona mātua o 

Tautunu ‘Aumua Tautunu ma lona tinā o 

Sālome Lui. 

 

O le 1993 i le 1997 na a’oa’oina i le Kolisi o 

Sānele (Chanel College) i Moamoa. O le 1998 

na ā’oga ai i le ā’oga tu’ufa’atasi a le 'Ekālēsia 

Katoliko (Catholic Senior School) i Moamoa. 

O le 2002 i le 2007 na faiā’oga ai i le Kolisi o 

Sānele i Moamoa. O le tausaga e 2008-2010 

na faiā’oga ai i le Kolisi o Sāmoa. ‘Olo’o 

faiā’oga nei i le Iunivesitē Aoao o Sāmoa, i le 

Laumua o Su’esu’ega o Matā’upu Tau Sāmoa. 

E nana fua le tamai moa, ae ioio mai lava, aisea e taofisa 

ai le mau a Samoa?  O leo fanau mai le Iunivesite Aoao 

o Samoa. 

O le auga o lenei folasaga o le a silasila totoa lea i le 

mafuaaga o le taofisa o le mau a Samoa e pei ona fesiligia e 

ni isi o fanau o loo aooga i le Iunivesite Aoao o Samoa. O 

fesili o le a tuliaufulu; O le a faapefea ona faatupu le fiafia 

o fanau e suesue i le aganuu pe afai e taofisa? O a ni 

mafuaaga ogaoga o le taofisa o le mau a Samoa? Pe o iai ni 

lape o faamaumauga a papalagi ma tusitala mai le Pasefika 

o le talafaasolopito o Samoa ona o le taofisa? 

E ui i nei mau faafitauli ae iai lou talitonuga e tatau lava 

ona tufa ma faasoa atu i latou o e matutua i fanau a Samoa 

o loo aooga e le gata o Samoa nei ae faapea ma atunuu i 

fafo. E tatau ona faasafua le mau ina ia malamalama i lo 

tatou faasinomaga. E tatou te fiu e taofisa ma taofimamau 

ae aliae lava le mea moni, e pei o le muagagana; E nana fua 

le tamai moa, ae ioio mai lava.  

 
Justine Mason, Veronica Kidd, Ruta 

McKenzie & Jan Fensom 

 

O Veronica ma Jan o loo galulue i Kiddz 

Home Based Child Care i Kalaiesetete. O lo’o 

galulue i se tasi o Playgroup o loo iai ni isi o 

fanau Pasifika. O loo faapea foi ona auai i 

polokalame o galuega faafouina a le Pasifika 

Leadership e pei ona faatinoina e CORE-

Education. O Justine ma Ruta o lo’o galulue i 

le matagaluega a CORE-Education i le 

faatinoina lea o galuega faafouina mo faiaoga i 

le motu i Saute o Niu Sila. 

 

Po o fea o lo o ave iai lau faamumua i lau faalogo? 

Ua le na o le vaai, ae taua tele le faalogo i tala ma leo o 

fanau ina ia malamalama ma loloto le tofa faafaiaoga i le 

faasinomaga, gagana ma le aganuu a fanau aua le siitia o le 

latou soifua aoaoina.  

O lenei faasoa o le a silasila ai le auusufono i le alagaoa e 

pei ona galueaina e le aufaipepa, o lo o molimauina ai tala 

ma leo o le fanau ma aiga i a latou fetufaaiga. O lo o atagia 

mai i nei fetufaiga agatausili ma lona faatinoina e le fanau i 

polokalame a le Aoga Amata aua le siitia o le soifua 

taumafai o fanau. 

 

 

Filiomanaia Akata Galuvao 

Relieving lecturer at AUT University 

 Ou te faiaoga i Sir 

Douglas Bader Intermediate School i Magele, 

i Aukilani i Saute, Niu Sila. Sa ou aoga i le 

aoga faaioga mo aoga maualuluga i Samoa ma 

E a Pailate le tifa, ae māmā ai Matāutu 

 

O le tele o malamalama'aga o faiaoga ma le au suesue i 

mea tau i aoaoga, e tuufaasolo mai augatupulaga i 

augatuulaga, e aunoa ma se fesiligia o lona tonu ma sona 

sao. O nisi o nei manatu, e aofia ai le ‘togafitiaina’ o le 

tamaititi ina ia ‘fetaui togafitia’ mo suega ua leva ona maea 

tapenaina mo ia e faiaoga ma polofesa popoto. O suega e 

fai lava i le poto o faiaoga ma polofesa, e aunoa ma le sailia 

o ni lagona ma ni manatu o tamaiti. O lenei faasoa, e 

faailoa ai leo o le fanau na faasoa ai lo latou iloa, 

malamalama'aga, atugaluga ma mafatiaga i pepa suega o le 

faitautusi o loo suesueina ai latou, i aoga tulagalua i Niu 



 

 10 

faiaoga ai i Vaipooli, Le Itu o Tane, ma 

Vaimauga mai i le 1986 – 1989. Ua 18 nei 

tausaga, talu ona ou faiaoga i Niu Sila. O loo 

faatalitali le toniga o la’u PhD e faaautu i le 

iloiloga (assessment) o alo ma fanau i totonu o 

aoga tulaga lua i Niu Sila.   

 

 

Sila.  

 

 

Tolo Pereira 

O Tolo Pereira o le 

Pule Aoga (Principal) lea o SEEDS Childcare 

Aoga Amata.  O SEEDS o se aoga amata ua 

tolu ona lala i totonu o le aai o Porirua i 

Ueligitone.  Sa fanau i Falelatai, Matautu.  Na 

maua lana tusi pasi faiaoga muamua i le Kolisi 

i Fulutone i Fiti i le tausaga 1980, 6 tausaga na 

faiaoga ai i le aoga a le Ekalesia Aso-fitu o le 

Toe Afio Mai i Lalovaea na galue foi faa 

Failautusi i le Fale Fa’amasino i le laumua o 

Niu Sila, i Ueligitone.  Ua faamanuia i le 

Batchelor of Education mai i le Iunivesite a 

Vitoria, Ueligitone. I le 2002 na Faiaoga i 

totonu lava o lea Iunivesite ma fa’au’uina ai 

fo’i ma le Master of Education ia Me 2005.  I 

le 2008 na fa’amavae ai mai i le Iunivesite ae 

Pule Aoga loa i le SEEDS seia o’o mai lava i 

le aso.  

O leo o fanau, e faapefea ona faatauaina i Aoga Amata? 

 

O le a le uiga o lea autu mo faiaoga i totonu o aoga amata?  

O fa’apefea ona tatou fa’atauaina ‘leo o fanau’ i totonu o 

tatou si’osi’omaga tau a’oa’oga?  E fa’apefea ona tatou 

fa’atauaina manatu fa’aleoina ma lagona e le’o mafai ona 

fa’aleoina e le fanau?  O ni fesili ia ou te manatu e tatau 

ona silasila i ai faiaoga Samoa e le gata i Aotearoa Niu Sila 

ae fa’apea fo’i ali’i ma tama’ita’i faiaoga i Samoa ma isi 

atunu’u mo se lumana’i manuia tau a’oa’oga o fanau 

Samoa.  

What does the focus of this conference mean for teachers 

who work in aoga amata settings?  How do we show that 

we value children’s voices in our learning environments?  

How do we value children’s thoughts and feelings that they 

are able to convey through verbal and non-verbal 

language?  These are some of the questions that the 

presenter wishes to share with Samoan teachers not only in 

Aotearoa New Zealand but also for Samoan teachers here 

in our homeland and elsewhere to ensure the learning and 

educational success of Samoan children.        

 

Pelega o Matua Fanau Aoga Amata 

(Napier) 

 

 

Childs Voice – Leo o tamaiti 

As a centre we are looking at more ways to engage with 

parents to highlight the Child’s voice.  O lo’o matou 

faatauaina le Mafutaga vavalalata ma matua e faalauaitele 

ma faatauaina ai le leo o tamaiti.  Parents understanding the 

value of play in our centre curriculum.  For our older 

children we would like to encourage more child lead 

conversations and play instead of adult lead.  Their 

heritage, culture, language, gafa, whakapapa ma lona 

siosiomaga. Recognising children’s strengths, passion, 

contribution and dispositions.  Communication in different 

ways with parents, teachers and the wider community.  

Aiga/Familys contribution to centre curriculum and 

philosophy from home and centre. 

 

Mapusaga Aoga Amata (Kalaiesetete) Taua o le Faasinomaga, Gagana, Aganuu ma le Faa-le-

Agaga. 

O le taimi lava ua fanau mai ai se pepe fou ile lalolagi, o le 

mea muamua lava e fia faalogoina e le foma’i, faatosaga, 

aemaise le tina o le pepe – O le “leo” poo le tagi a le pepe.  
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Faamavaega Saofai, Mara Gase, Elisapeta Vili 

May Crichton, Amanda Clarke, Havana Vili 

E taua le leo, aua e ta’u mai ai, ua manava ma ua ola le 

pepe.  O le leo o le ola fou.  O lea ua faailoa mai e le pepe e 

ala i lona leo, o ia lea, ua oo mai i lona faasinomaga.  O 

lona siosiomaga poo lona lalolagi lea ua iai, o ona matua, o 

ona tei, o lona aiga, o lona nu’u ma lona atunu’u.  Ua iai foi 

le faifeau ua valaauina ia oo mai sei momoli faatasi le lotu 

faafetai ile Atua aua o lea ua manuia le failele ma le pepe 

fou.  O se faamanuiaga i totonu o lea aiga.  O le mea alofa 

taua a le Atua mo ia matua ma le aiga atoa.O le faamoemoe 

- “ia aoao le tama e tusa ma ona ala, a oo ina matua e le toe 

te’a ese ai.” 

Fetu Taiala Aoga Amata (Aukilani) 

 

 
 

Letelemalanuola Moe-Penn, Sarah Tyrell, 

Poinsettia Leauma ma Fuina Taulia 

 

E auau le Tava’e i ona fulu. 

E masani ona fa’aogaina lenei alagaupu na te fa’amatalaina 

se tagata e mamae ma pele ia te ia ana tu ma aganu’u, o ana 

agatausili, ae le gata i lea o ana anava tausi na fa’afailele 

mai I lona tuputupu a’e ma lona si’osi’omaga. 

O lenei alagaupu ua fauina i upu nei: ‘auau, tavae, ma le 

fulu’ Ma o le a matou taumafai e fevailia’i nei upu i le 

matou folasaga, i lona uiga, taua ma le loloto o lenei 

alagaupu.  E le gata i lea, ae o lona talafeagai lelei, e pei 

ona avea nei ma fu’a, e matau i ai le Tofa Mamao, Mau ma 

le Tofamanino a le Tavesina Trust. 

O le fa’atinoina o le Tofa manino, Le mau a le Tavaesina 

Trust ma le Tofa mamao a Fetu Ta’iala A’oga Amata. E 

fa’amaupu’epu’e ai le sao o so’o se tagata o lo’o auai i 

lenei aoga.  Ina ia mautinoa ma fa’amausali le fefa’asoaa’i 

o faiva ma tomai aua lava se ai mo alo ma fanau. 

 

 Vaovasamanaia Meripa 

Toso is a lecturer in the School of Critical 

Studies in Education, Faculty of Education 

and Social Work at the University of 

Auckland, New Zealand.  She now teaches in 

a range of Bachelor of Education courses and 

post graduate courses. She obtained her 

Bachelor of Education from the University of 

Auckland and a Masters in Education at the 

University of Waikato. Her research interests 

include the holistic curriculum within early 

childhood education; adult learning and 

education looking at teacher critical spiritual 

pedagogy;  special education and dialogic 

pedagogy.  Vaovasamanaia has presented in 

international, national  forums and conferences 

disseminating her research.   

 

O le faatauaina o le Va: The importance of the Va in 

Aoga Amata  

 

This paper contends that research about the Va is complex. 

A voyage about culture explores how pravda/ lived 

experiences are accessible only through encounters with 

time and space - that is, the chronotope. The Va is a pan 

Pacific concept describing the significance of the space and 

relationships that occur within this space and time (Airini et 

al, 2010; McDonald, 2004; Toloa, 2006; Tuagalu, 2007; 

Tui Atua, 2009a).  Field work was carried out in 2014. 

Participants were from the early childhood education 

environment in Samoa and New Zealand and also from the 

village context. Bakhtin’s dialogic methodology was used 

to analyse dialogue as a path to explicitly link thinking, 

feeling subjects – that is, teachers and elders across all 

three contexts, to language (Sullivan, 2011). Through the 

talanoa method, participants share their understandings of 

the Va in their lives. As dialogue is an essential aspect of 

communication, this research may set a platform of the 

importance of voice of learners within Aoga Amata and 

support Pasifika pedagogical practices. This article 

highlights the importance of Bakhtin’s dialogic analysis in 

seeking some understandings of dialogue. 

 

Tu Manu ae le Tu Logologo Aoga Amata E Tu Manu ae le Tu Logologo.  

O se tofā na faavae ma fausia mo leo o fanau.  E teufatu se 

galuega fita ma le mae’aea sa faia aemaise lava pe a 
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O Salatumuaina Ioelu ma Tuimatasina Sipu 

Niu Lea’u. 

E ma te fiafia lava e tau’ave le igoa o si o 

ma’ua laumua o Tu Manu Ae Le Tu Logologo 

Aoga Amata i le malae i Fetu Pupula i 

Papakura, Aukilani. O le agaga fa’afetai i le 

SAASIA ona o avanoa e faasoa ai i 

faamanuiaga o lo o matou maua mai i fanau o 

lo o matou fa’afaileleina i Tu Manu Aoga 

Amata. 

faamanuiaina. O se auaunaga ma se tautua sa faia ma le lē 

faalogologotigā, na matuā manino mai ai le tofāmamao o le 

faatāuaina o leo o fanau i le lumanai. O faanaunauga ina ia 

atiinaa’e ma faafailele alo ma fanau a Samoa i tu ma aga, 

aemaise le gagana Samoa. E le mapu pe tu ae faaauau pea 

le taulogologo. O le talitonuga ua maumaututu auā ua 

molimauina ma soifuaina faamanuiaga o le ola 

taulogologo. E ui lava ina ua fai i lagi le folauga a nisi o toa 

o lenei galuega ae talitonu, o lo latou afu liligi ma le tofa 

manatunatu lea ua lagona ai le ’leo o fanau i le Malae o le 

Fetu Pupula i Papakura nei. O lenei folasaga, o le a 

taumafai ai e faasoa se manatu e faavae i le foafoaina o 

lenei Aoga Amata aemaise o le aano moni o se fesootaiga o 

le tofamanino a lenei Aoga Amata ‘Tu Manu ae le Tu 

Logologo’ ma leo o fanau.  

 

Faatamalii Kesi (AUT University) 

 

Faatamalii was 

born in Samoa and 

migrated to 

Aotearoa when she 

was 15 years old.  

She was introduced 

to early childhood 

in 1996 when her 

daughter was only a 

year old.   She is a 

qualified, fully registered teacher with a 

Master of Education, Postgraduate Diploma, 

Bachelor of Teaching ECE, Diploma of 

Teaching ECE and a Diploma of Teaching 

ECE Pasifika.  Her master thesis explores the 

perspectives of Samoan born teachers 

regarding Information Communication 

Technology (ICT) and its benefits and 

challenges for teachers and Aoga Amata.  

Faatamalii is currently working at the 

Auckland University of Technology as the 

Practicum Leader and Lecturer in the School 

of Education.   

O le oa o leo o fanau i alagaoa faatekonolosi. Ia 

faaoloaina leo o fanau  

Ua maitauina le fiafia o fanau i lenei vaitau e faaaoga ma 

taaalo i alagaoa faatekonolosi.  Ua i ai ni suesuega ma ni 

tusitusiaga o loo molimauina ai le oa o le faasoa a alo ma 

fanau pe a galulue ma nei masini faaneionapo. Na taua foi e 

faiaoga o Aoga Amata e lima sa auai i la’u suesuega (Kesi, 

2015) le oa o manatu e faaali ma faasoa e fanau latiti ao 

latou galulue ma faaaoga masini faatekonolosi e fai ma 

faamalama mo faiva o mafaufau.  E i ai foi ni tusitusiga o 

loo taua ai le faaaogaina o nei masini faaneionapo e fafaga 

ai le fiailoa ma le fia suesue atili o fanau ma ua fai lea ma 

leo o fanau e faamausaliina ai le latou malamalama i ni 

mataupu sa faatalanoaina.  O lenei folasaga o le a tatala atu 

ai se manatu autu a lenei faipepa faatauvaa e taula’i o tatou 

sa i le 21 senituri, se’i tatou faalogologo ma molimauina le 

oa o leo o fanau ao faaogaina nei masini faatekonolosi i 

latou galuega ma taaloga.    

 

Irene Palea’i-Foroti (AUT University) O le tuaoi o leo o fanau, o se tautua e gagana ae leai se 

leo.  

O le fa’atāuaina o leo o fanau, o se tofāmanino lea ua 

matuā mafuli nei i ai le anava tauave fa’afaiaoga i totonu o 

aoga. O le talitonuga ma le faamoemoe maualuga, o le 

amanaia lea o le sao ma le leo o fanau i lō latou ola 

a’oa’oina. Peita’i e ui i se tāua o leo o fanau, ia aua lava 

ne’i galo, e i ai le tuaoi o leo o fanau. O se tuaoi e matua 

manino ma malamalama pe a manulauti i loto ma agaga lo 

tatou faasinomaga. Ne’i mea ane ua tatou sii lenei 

matalalaga mai le vaaiga o tofāmanino faa-Europa ae galo 

ai ona sula le TUAOI, o se tautua e gagana ae leai se leo. 

Ua tau popo’e le taofi, pe lē o le leo ea lea o fanau ua 

lapelapea ai le va fealoaloa’i aemaise o le va tapuia i totonu 
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Born in Samoa (Solosolo) and migrated to 

New Zealand with her husband Foroti 

Faapopo and two boys, Da-Vinci Pele and 

Toma Penehuro. A Secondary school teacher 

for 11 years in Samoa before moving to New 

Zealand. Her involvement in her younger 

son’s early childhood education (Tu Manu ae 

le Tu Logologo Aoga Amata) shifted her 

passion to the significance of providing a solid 

foundation for our young children. A lecturer 

at the Auckland University of Technology 

(AUT), Irene is working on her PhD proposal.  

Her research interests lie in the area of early 

childhood education, Pasifika education, 

language maintenance and partnership with 

parents and communities.  

o aiga, nuu, ekalesia aemaise foi o totonu o faleaoga.  O 

lenei faasoa, o le a taumafai ai e folasia se motugā’afa, ina 

ia seu le manu ae taga’i foi i le galu. O soo se Samoa, e 

manulauti ia te ia lona faasinomaga.     

 

Le’autuli’ilagi Taotua Malaeta Faasapisapi 

Sauvao MNZM, J.P. M.Ed., B.A., Dip 

TESL.,(VUW) Higher Dip Tchg., Cert in 

Small Business Management (T.W.O.A. NZ 

University).  

 
Le’autuli’ilagi T.M.F Sauvao is currently a 

Senior lecturer/Year 3  research coordinator at 

Whitireia New Zealand Polytechnic. She is a 

writer, song composer and a researcher. 

Le’autuli’ilagi currently  holds executive 

positions in many educational organisations; 

e.g. National president for the FAGASA Inc, 

Board member for SAASIA, Deputy convenor 

for the National Presbyterian Women and is a 

committed elder, secretary  for the Samoan 

group and lay preacher for the Pacific Islands 

Presbyterian church in Porirua. 

1989 – Lecturer Wellington Teachers college 

1990 – Deputy Director Multicultural 

 O le leo o le ua alaga i le vao: The voice that cries in the 

wilderness. 

O lenei faasoa o le a faatauaina ai vaega ‘autū o le 

tofamanino a le SAASIA: gagana, aganuu ma le olaga 

faakerisiano. O le leo o le ua alaga i le vao, o loo naunau 

mai e faaleleia le ala mo le Atua (John, 1:23). O le faaleleia 

o le gagana, aganuu ma le olaga faakerisiano o le fanau o le 

a faapea ona tatou tali atu ai i lo latou alaga mai e fia 

faaleleia o latou ala/ola aoaoina. O ni auala/metotia e ao 

ona aoaoina ai vaega ia o le gagana, aganuu ma le 

faakerisiano ma faasoa i mataupu o le a’oga e pei o: 

pesega, faasaienisi, faitautusi, tauloto, numera, ma aoaoga i 

fafo (Outdoor education), o le a faatinoina i lenei faasoa. O 

le faaiuga o lenei faasoa o le a maua ai se iloiloga mai sui 

usufono e uiga i metotia o le a faaaogaina faatasi ma lo 

latou faasoa mai i le tilivaga o lenei faasoa pe sa maua ai se 

aogā mo i latou i le galuega faafaiaoga. 
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Educational Research Centre 

1996 – Coordinator for Ministry of 

Education’s project (Feso’ota’iga). 

2000 – Manager Pacific portfolio of Early 

Childhood Development 

Patisepa Tuafuti 

 
O Patisepa Vaitimu Tuafuti na ā’oga ma 

faiā’oga i Sāmoa ae le’i malaga mai i Aotearoa 

i le 1976.   I le 1979 na ā’oga ile Kolisi 

Fa’afaia’oga a Aukilani. I le 1980 sa amata 

ona faia’oga i Aotearoa i Favona-Mangere, 

Clydemore-Otara ma Robertson i Mangere. I 

le tausaga e 1995 na amata ai i le Ofisa o 

ā’oga (MoE) e avea ma se tasi e faufautua mo 

a’oa’oga a Pasefika. I le 2001 na ‘amata ai ona 

faia’oga ile Iunivesetē a Aukilani. I le taimi 

nei o lo’o galue i ana konekalate i mata’upu 

tau Gagana e Lua (Bilingual Education). 

 

 

 

O Leo o Fānau: O ā fōliga o Leo o Fānau? 

 

Po’o fōliga vaaia po’o le lē va’aia fo’i e tatau ona 

fa’atāuaina Leo o Fānau. O lenei fa’asoa o le a fetūfaa’i ai 

manatu e uiga i Leo va’aia o Fānau ma Leo o lo’o nātia pea 

ma “Lē Lēoa”.   O Leo o Fānau e ‘ese’ese ona fa’auigaga 

po’o se fe’au o lo’o momoli mai ai. Manatua o Leo o Fānau 

o lo’o momoli mai ai ni fe’au tāua e famatala mai ai lagona. 

O lagona la nei o fanau e aogā tele e fuafua aga’i iai 

polokalame ma amioga a mātua fa’apea foi le faia’oga.  E 

ogaogā tele lā ni fa’afitāuli e tutupu mai ai pe a fa’atamala 

mātua ma faia’oga pe papa’u fo’i lo latou iloa i le va’ai 

loloto i uiga va’aia ma le lē va’aia o Leo o Fānau. ‘Aua ne’i 

tātou taumatemate i Leo o Fanau!  Ia tatou maua ni tōfā 

loloto, tōfā tāla’i, ma ni tōfā sāiliili; tātou te fa’alogologo, 

va’ava’ai ma su’esu’e atili ma ma’ea’ea po’o ā tonu uiga o 

Leo o nai Fānau 

Faavae Mautu Aoga Amata 

 

Faavae Mautu Aoga Amata is located in the 

grounds of May Road school, Mt Roskill, 

Auckland. It is licensed for 52 children 

including 8 under 2s. Of the 13 staff, nine are 

fluent speakers of Gagana Samoa, with a 

further four staff being learners.  Faavae 

Mautu Aoga Amata empowers children to be 

confident and competent Samoan learners 

Va fealoai o Faauluuluga ma Faiaoga 

O lenei galuega e faailoa ai auala o loo faaaogaina e le 

Faavae Mautu Aoga Amata i Mt Roskill e fesoasoani mo le 

aoaoina o fanau.  Ua 21 tausaga talu ona resitaraina lenei 

Aoga.  O anavatau e faatauaina ai le gagana Samoa, tu ma 

aganuu faakerisiano e mafanafana ai sootaga alofa mo le 

siosiomaga malu puipuia.  O le Faa-Samoa e fataua ai le Va 

Fealoai, Loto Maualalo, Faasoa – Alofa, o alafua ia o loo 

lagolagoina la matou fausaga mo tulaga faataitai.  O le 

malamalamaaga faa-le-aganuu e atagia i fanau ma aiga i lo 

latou siosiomaga faatasi ai ma avanoa e ofoina mo le 

aoaoina.  O lenei galuega o loo faailoa ai le tulaga lelei faa-

taitai i le va o le Faauluuluga ma Faiaoga; Faiaoga ma 

Matua/Aiga ma Tamaiti.   O le Faavae Mautu o loo i 

laufanua o le Aoga May Road School, Mt Roskill; ua 

laiseneina mo le 52 tamaiti aofia ai ma le lua tausaga i lalo.  

Faavae Mautu Aoga Amata e faamalosia tamaiti mo le 

gagana Samoa e ala i tapenaga ma polokalama; fesootai 

lelei ma le Faa-Samoa.  Ua manino foi faiaoga ile taua o le 

siosiomaga e lagolagoina le Faa-Samoa mo le aoaoina o 

tamaiti. 
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through a well-planned and visible programme 

built on a strong leadership model  based on 

Fa’aSamoa values. Teachers have sound 

knowledge of the importance of a learning   

environment that supports Fa’aSamoa and 

offers a wide range of quality learning 

opportunities for children. 

 

Pauline Luafutu-Simpson 

 Pauline’s parents come from 

the Falealili district on the Southern Coast of 

Upolu. Her mother Lupepe was born and 

raised in Satalo and her father Luafutu Ioane 

was born and raised in Poutasi.  Pauline was 

born in Grey Lynn Auckland, raised mostly in 

Christchurch and attended high school in 

Samoa for 3 years. Pauline and her Tongan-

Fijian husband Earl have parented nine 

children.  Currently she works part-time at the 

University of Canterbury as a Pacific Advisor. 

Outside of the University Pauline manages and 

delivers professional development training for 

staff and professionals from Education, Health 

and community services.  

 

‘E sui faiga ae tumau fa’avae’ -Testing the efficacy of a 

Samoan Values Frame within ECE –  

A South Island experience. 

Objectives:  

1. To promote the need to include and implement 

culturally responsive assessment practices in ECE, 

specifically utilising a Samoan Values framework 

– Le Fausiga o le Fale Tele (the construction of a 

traditional meeting house) that can be utilised 

within assessment practices. 

2. To evaluate the functionality and efficacy of this 

frame by exploring how it is currently being used 

in mainstream ECE services in mid Canterbury.  

Drawing from the cultural Pou Tu model (Utumapu T: 

1998, Podmore V & Wendt-Samu T:  2006) and the Fono 

Fale model (Fuimaono K: 1998, 2001), le Fausiga o le Fale 

tele is used as a metaphor in the unravelling of a Samoan 

worldview. Utilising an appropriate cultural frame such as 

this, assists in putting a ‘Samoan lens’ on an assessment 

tool, which would then enhance its relevance to Samoan 

children’s learning and identity development. Furthermore 

I also propose that this Samoan Values frame has relevance 

and significance to any education system that is looking at 

nurturing values of the soul as well as cultivating intellect 

of the mind.  

Mata’aga Aoga Amata (Aukilani) 

Na faavaeina lenei aoga i le 1989 i le igoa 

Aoga Amata Fetu Pupula.  Sa faavaeina lava 

mo alo ma fanau o le atunuu ae maise le 

ekalesia ma aiga lautele. I le 2001 na toe sui ai 

le igoa i le Mataaga Aoga Amata - le igoa o le 

Hall a le Ekalesia o “Mataaga o Mea Lelei”. 

Laisene i le 2001 e le Susuga i le Faafeagaiga 

Ioritana Laau Tanielu ma le faletua ia Dr 

Lonise Sapolu Tanielu. O le aofai o tamaiti e 

22, 16 tamaiti matutua ma le 6 o tamaiti laiti.  

Ave lou leo ia aoga 

O lenei aoga na faavaeina e nisi o Tinā o le Ekalesia EFKS 

Grey Lynn, i le tausaga 1989.  Na amata lava i le faitauina 

o le Pi Tautau atoa ma pese, tusitusiga.  O loo manuia le 

gasologa o lenei aoga pei ona iai aoga amata i totonu o 

Aotearoa i Niu Sila. O loo fa’aaoga foi le Taiala o Aoga 

Amata poo le Te Whariki e le vasega o faiaoga e faatino ai 

polokalame uma.  O loo galulue faatasi foi matua ma 

faiaoga, ae maise o le fanau I faatinoga eseese pei o le 

aumaia lea o le fanau i aso ta’itasi, feiloai fiafia.  O loo 

matou faaaoga foliga o le fale Samoa o loo nonofo faatasi 

ai se aiga atoa i totonu.  O loo paepaeina i maa molemole 

ma le iila.  O loo poupou foi i le alofa ma le faamaoni aua 

le fanauiti.  Pei foi ona iai le muagagana folasia “O au o 

matua fanau”. O lenei foi aoga o loo faataua lava le gagana 

Samoa.  O tulaga fa’aaloalo, ae maise o le ola faaleagaga e 

mausali ai lava se aiga pe a lelei le faavae i le Atua mea 

uma. 
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Faaauau le taimi nei e le Susuga i le 

faafeagaiga Dr Peniamina Leota ma le faletua 

ia Sinatala Leota. 

 

 

 

 

Sosaiete Aoga Amata Samoa i Aotearoa 

 

Faafetai lava susū mai, afio mai ma tala mai aao. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Le Fetuao Samoan Language Center

Tālofa lava, mālō le soifua.     

Fa’afetai le tauata’i. FŌLAUGA o le puletini 
fa’alekuata a Le Fetūao Samoan Language Center i 
Honolulu, Hawai’i.  E lua autū tāua o lenei puletini. 
Fa’asoa ai tala ʻolo’o tutupu i le gāluega a Le Fetūao i 
tagata lautele.

Fa’atāua le fa’aaogāina o le gagana Sāmoa i le 
tusitusi, faitau ma le tautala. 

ʻUa fa’aigoaina lenei puletini ʻo le FŌLAUGA ʻona ʻo 
le vāvālalata ma le igoa o le ā’oga a le Fetūao.  Ta’ua 
i tala fa’asolopito e fa’apea, ʻā fōlau tagata Pasefika i 
le vasa, lātou te fa’amoemoe i fetū o le lagi e fai lea 
ma ta’iala ʻa ’o tauasa.  ʻĀtonu ʻo le ‘auna tonu lea o 
le fa’amoemoe o lenei puletini.  ʻIa ʻavea le gāluega 
tau atia’e a le Fetūao e fai ma ta’iala e fa’amālosia ai 
le a’oa’oina o le gagana Sāmoa i tupulaga lalovaoa o 
Sāmoa ʻolo’o pāpā ʻa’ao i Hawai’i fa’apea isi setete o 
ʻAmerika.    

ʻIa tātou fōlau mo le lumana’i ma le poto mālamalama 
i le gagana Sāmoa ma le aganu’u. E lē gata o le 
gagana Sāmoa o lo tātou tofi mai le Atua, ʻae ʻo se 
fetū pupula ma le tāua i le ōlaga a’oa’o o le tama ma 
le teine Sāmoa.  

ʻIa manuia lau faitau.

Alofa’aga, 
Elisapeta Tu’upo-Alaimaleata

E iloa ‘oe i lau gagana   
tusia Rev. Faulalo Leti 

Fa’ato’ā ‘ainā ou ‘ele’ele pe ‘ā afio le Agāga Pa’ia o le Atua, le 
agāga fa’atupu gagana pei ona fai mai le tala i le afio ifo o le 
Agāga Pa’ia, “’Ua fa’atutumuina fo’i ‘ilātou ‘uma i le Agāga 
Pa’ia, ‘ua āfua ai ona tautala i gagana ‘ese’ese pei ona fōa’iina 
mai e le agāga o le Gagana iate ‘ilātou.”  E mamalu a Sāmoa, 
‘auā e mamalu lau gagana, e mamalu lau aganu’u, ‘o le mea 
lea ‘ou te lē tū lata lava i ou maupu’epu’e, ‘auā e solo pā, ‘ae 
mau ou fa’avae, tulou.  Fa’afetai i le avanoa ‘ua’ aumai iate a’u 
‘ou te faia se ‘upu mo lenei fa’amoemoe tāua.  E lē itiiti lenei 
fa’aaloalo ‘ua ‘ou maua, ‘o le ala fo’i lea o le taumafai e su’esu’e 
manogi ‘ina ‘ia maua se pua e ‘ula ‘auā le ula, se titi, ‘a ’o se 
pale ‘auā le Ā’oga Sāmoa ma Sāmoa ‘uma i le Setete o 
Hawai’i.  ‘Ua ‘ātoa tupe i le fafao ‘auā le soifua ma le lagi e 
mamā i le pa’ia o le atunu’u.  Fa’afetai i lau susuga Elisapeta 
Tu’upo Alaimaleata, ‘o ‘oe lava na ‘e ‘āmata mea ‘auā fānau a 
Sāmoa i fafo nei ‘ina ‘ia iloa ma tautala i la tātou Gagana 
Sāmoa.  Fa’afetai i le komiti fa’afoe o le ā’oga, susuga i faiā’oga 
fa’apea lau afioga Fepulea’i Dr. John Mayer, fa’apea mātua ma 
‘Ekālēsia ‘uma ‘olo’o lagolago i le fa’amoemoe o le ā’oga.  
Fa’afetai fitā, talitonu ‘olo’o fa’amālō mai le lagi i lo ‘outou 
tautīgā ‘ona ‘o lenei fa’amoemoe tāua.  “E iloa ‘oe i lau 
gagana.”  ‘O le gagana Sāmoa ‘o le measina mai le Atua ‘ua 
mafai ai ona feso’ota’i le Sāmoa i le Sāmoa.  ‘O le gagana na te 
momoli le fe’au i le loto e tupu ai le alofa, e tupu ai le salamō 
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E iloa ‘oe i lau gagana (con’t) 
ma le loto fa’amāgalo.  Tāua iate a’u ‘upu o le lāuga a le 
Ao o le Mālō o Sāmoa, Tui Atua Tupua Tamasese Taisi Efi 
i le fa’amanatuina o le 50 tausaga talu ona koneferenisi le 
‘Ekālēsia Metotisi Sāmoa, i le aso 14 Iulai 2014 i Mulivai o 
A’ele.  Fai mai sā māsani ona asiasi i le falepuipui i 
‘Aukilani Niu Sila ma Sini i ‘Ausetalia ma fa’atalanoa i 
tama fānau a Sāmoa ‘olo’o falepuipui ai.  ‘Ā ‘e talanoa atu 
i le Gagana Peretānia e lē ano mai iate ‘oe, pei ona ta’ua i 
le muafetalaiga, “E togi le ‘ulu pā i le ‘ave.”  ‘Ae ‘ā ‘e 
talanoa atu i le Gagana Sāmoa, ona ‘e mātauina lea ‘ua 
loimata se’ia o’o ina maligi loimata.  E moni lava, e iloa oe 
i lau gagana.  ‘O le ‘ave fe’au fa’aleagāga, ‘o le gagana.  Fai 
mai le Ao o le Mālō, ‘o le māfua’aga lea o le pulunaunau o 
tagata po ’o se atunu’u i le pulemavae, i le pule tuto’atasi, 
‘ona ‘o lā lātou lava gagana e molia le fe’au i le māfaufau 
ma le lagona o tagata, ‘auā fo’i ‘o le gagana e āfua mai i le 
tala o le vavau, i le tala fa’asolopito, i le tū ma aga ma le 
tōfā ma le fa’autaga e maua mai i le olaina o le mau i aso 
ta’itasi.  Fai mai le muāgagana, ne’i galo Afi’a i si ona vao.  
‘O le fa’aSāmoaga lea ‘o Afi’a, ‘o lona vao, ‘o lona ‘ele’ele, 
lona fanua o ana measina, mea tōtino, o lana pule lea ‘o le 
ala lea o lana ‘upu i lona to’alua ‘o Sina ina ‘ua fa’ananau 
le loto o Sina i le Ali’i Aleipata o Fatutoa,  ‘Aua ne’i galo 

mai a’u ma lo tā fa’asinomaga sā tā nonofo ai, ma osi lo tā 
‘āiga.  Sāmōa e, ‘aua ne’i galo la tā aganu’u, la tā gagana 
Sāmoa ‘auā o lo tā fa’asinomaga lenā.  ‘O lā tā measina 
mai le Atua.  Sā’ili ‘ia maua lau gagana Sāmoa, ‘o le 
fa’aPeretania e maua solo lava le boy po ’o le girl po ’o le 
yes po ‘o le no i so’o se mea ‘ae ‘ā ‘e lē maua lau gagana, ‘ua 
lē iloa po ’o ai ‘oe.  ‘Ia tātou lagolago i la tātou Ā’oga 
Sāmoa “Le Fetūao” ‘ina ‘ia ola la tātou gagana ma olaina 
la tātou aganu’u Sāmoa. 

Talosia ‘ia ta’ialalo pea le i’a o le fa’atautaiga i lau susuga i 
le pule ma faiā’oga ma le Ā’oga o le Fetūao i le fa’atuatua 
ma le fa’asino ala a le Agāga Pa’ia, le Agāga fa’atupu 
Gagana. 

‘Ia manuia, 
Faulalo Leti Pa’aga  

Mai le itū tauagavale: Le Ao o le Mālō Sāmoa 
Tuto’atasi, le Afioga ia Tui Atua Tupua Tamasese 
Ta’isi Efi, Elisapeta Tu’upō-Alaimaleata ma le 
Masiofo ia Filifilia Efi.

Mai le ‘Ōfisa o le Fa’atonu Sili

One of the founding 
contributors to Le 
Fetūao Samoan 
Language Center 
(LFSLC) have gone on 
to continue serving Samoans outside of Hawai`i.   

Reverend Faulalo Leti Pa`aga has moved on to 
serve as Secretary for the Samoan Methodist 
Mother Church in Sāmoa. Rev. Leti strongly 
supported the school from the beginning, and 
served on its founding advisory board. We wish him 
well as he is a blessing to all who he serves, and he 
helped LFSLC leaders lay a solid foundation for Le 
Fetūao in Hawai`i.
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Rosia Fitu Tavita-Curry is the 
first Samoan to join the federal 
agency the Administration for 
Native Americans (ANA) 
based in Washington, DC. 
Before leaving Hawaii in 2014 
for the new post, Rosia served 
as fiscal officer for Le Fetūao 
Samoan Language Center. 

Photo caption: Rosia with her 
husband Troy Curry and their 
daughter Litia [Miulan Nihipali] 

TALA MAI UOSIGITONE  
                                                  (Washington D.C.)

‘Ua filifilia se tama’ita’i Sāmoa mo le ‘Ōfisa a le ANA  
tusia Rosia Tavita-Curry 

(UOSIGITONE, D.C.)—I le tausaga 2013, sā fa’apea ona ‘ou fesoasoani ai i 
le Ā’oga a le Fetūao i tūlaga tau līpoti o le tupe.  ‘Ae e lē gata i lea, sā lē 
fa’aitiitia ai le fa’asoa atu o manatu ma fautuaga i faiā’oga ‘ae maise ta’ita’i, 
‘auā le alualu i luma o le gāluega.  E mātagōfie le ola tautua, loto 
fesoasoani, ma le gālulue felagolagoma’i.   

‘O le poto ‘ua tu’uina mai iā ‘itātou e fai lea ma vai fofō i o tātou tagata 
lautele.  E ‘ese fo’i lagona o le gālulue fa’atasi, so’o tau’au e iloa ai le alofa 
ma le fiafia e galue e sapasapaia le a’oa’oina o le gagana Sāmoa. 

Fa’afetai tele Le Fetūao mo le avanoa sā tu’uina mai.  Fiafia le agāga e 
va’ava’ai atu i le ola o le gāluega.  ‘O le taui e mai i le Ali’i.  ‘O Ia na te 
fesoasoani ma fa’amanuia iā ‘itātou lana fānau. ‘O lenei ‘ua ‘avea lo’u nei 
tagata ma ‘au’auna fo’i i totonu o le ANA, vī’ia le Atua.  ‘O se fiafiaga lea o 
lo’u ‘āiga, ‘ae maise si o’u to’alua ‘o Troy Curry ‘ona ‘o nei fa’amanuiaga 
sautualasi.  ‘Ua ‘avea fo’i le Fetūao ma fa’amālosi‘au iā ‘imā’ua mātua ‘ina 
‘ia a’oa’oina le gagana Sāmoa iā Litia, la mā tama ‘a ’o tuputupu a’e.  E 
moni le tusi, “A’oa’o le tama i ona ala, ‘ā matua e lē toe te’a ‘ese ai lava.”   

‘Ia manuia lava le gāluega.  Fesoasoani fo’i le Atua ‘ia maua le ola ma le 
mālosi ‘auā le a’oa’oina o la tātou gagana i alo ma fānau a Sāmoa. 

(‘O le ‘Ōfisa o le ANA o le ‘Administration for Native Americans.’  ‘O le 
‘ōfisa lea ‘olo’o fa’atupea mai le polokalame o le Ā’oga Sāmoa Le Fetūao.)

ATHERTON FAMILY FOUNDATION

Fa’afetai Lava to our Sponsors!!
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WE ARE SAMOA CULTURAL ARTS FESTIVAL	
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Sauileoge Leipusā Ueligitone 
fa’aliliu Fetuao Asiata-Tu’upo 

Sauileoge “Sau” Ueligitone ‘o se tagata nu’u moni o Ta’ū, Manu’a, ‘Amerika Sāmoa. I le valu o ona 
tausaga, sā ia fiafia tele ma fa’ailoa ‘o ia ‘o se tagata tusi ata, ‘o inā sā ia ofoina ai lona ola i le tusi ata. E 
iai lona fa’ailoga ‘o le BFA (Bachelor in Fine Arts) mai le Kōlisi i Kalefōnia i le Tusi Ata ma le Faiga o Mea 
Taulima fa’atasi ai ma le Lagolago i Mamanu ‘Ese’ese ma Ata.

‘O le aganu’u fa’aSāmoa, tala mai le vavau, tala’aga ma si’osi’omaga ‘o le ‘ogātotonu lenā o tusigā ata a 
Sau.  ‘O le  aʻoaʻoina o mamanu siapo ma mamanu o tatau a tāne ma malu a tamaʻitaʻi, ‘o le tumutumuga 
lenā o ana gāluega i lenei vāitaimi.  ʻO ni isi o mamanu māsani e faʻailoa ai le ōlaga faʻaSāmoa e pei ‘o 
faigā faiva, faifaʻato’aga ma faugā fale.  ‘A ʻo ni isi mea e faʻailoa ai ni faʻafītāuli ma ni tīgā o le tino o le 
Sāmoa e pei ‘o atualoa, tala paogo, vana, faʻapea ulutao.

‘O ni isi gāluega a Sau sā faia i tausaga ‘ua mavae atu, e aofia ai le ‘avea ma faiā’oga tusiata i ’Amerika 
Sāmoa i ā’oga a le mālō ma ā’oga i tua.  E fā tausaga sā ‘avea ‘o ia ‘o se Tusiata i Alaalafaga (Artist-in-
Residence).

Na avea foʻi, ‘o ia ‘o se Faʻatonu mo Gāluega Taulima a Tagatānuʻu (Folk Arts Coordinator) i le Fale 
Mata’aga o ‘Amerika Sāmoa.

Sā ‘avea foʻi ‘o ia ‘o se tōtino o le ‘Au Fono o Mea Taulima ma le Aganuʻu a ‘Amerika Sāmoa (Council on 
Culture and the Arts of American Samoa).  

Sā ta’ita’ia fo’i e Sau ma sona uso tusiata ‘o Iosua Toʻafā se a’oao’ga fa’apitoa mo le Univesitē o le 
Pasefika i Saute (Extension Campus) i le Atu Kuki, Rarotoga. 

‘O Sau ‘o se uō iā Mary Pritchard, ma sā galue fesoasoani ‘o ia iā Mary i le aʻoaʻoina o le fānau lāiti le 
tusiga o siapo mamanu.  ‘O se polokalame a le Fale Mata’aga.  ‘Ua ia tuʻutō lona taimi e faʻaauau le 
gāluega sā faia e Mary Pritchard mo tupulaga talavou, ‘aemaise tupulaga ‘oloʻo nonofo i fafo o Sāmoa.  I 
lenei vāitau, ‘ua ofoina atu e Sau lona taimi e galue ai i le Ā’oga Gagana Sāmoa a Le Fetūao e faiāʻoga i 
tamaiti ma tagata mātutua i le faiga o le siapo, mamanu, ma ni isi gāluega taulima.

Sauileoge Leipusā Ueligitone is currently the art teacher at the language 
center. Sau has also made important artistic contributions to the center, 
including designing the Le Fetūao logo and the Fōlauga banner. Sau is 
proud to have been a friend of the late Mary Jewett Pritchard, who was 
Mataisau in the Siapo Samoan art style. He carried on her legacy by 
teaching Samoan arts. Before joining Le Fetūao, Sau served on several 
arts councils in American Sāmoa and the Pacific.

Meet our Teachers: Faiāʻoga a le Fetūao
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LFSLC SPRING CLOSING EVENT
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‘Ou te mimita ‘auā ‘o a’u ‘o le Sāmoa 
tusia Aitulagi Tanuvasa Peto 

E maualuga pea le vī’iga ma le fa’afetai i lo tātou 
Tamā ‘o i le lagi ‘ona ‘o lona alofa ma lona agalelei 
fa’asoasoa mai i lea aso ma lea aso mo ‘itātou ‘ua 
tātou sa’a ai nei i va’a o manū ‘ae lē va’a o mala, e lē 
‘o tua o le nu’u ‘a ’o luma o le nu’u. 

Fa’afetai! Fa’afetai lava.  
‘A ’o le’i faia sa’u molimau i lenei itūlagi ‘ua ‘ou nofo 
ma aumau ai, e muamua ona ‘ou fa’atulou.  
Fa’atulou atu i le pa’ia ma le mamalu o Sāmoa.  
Tulou tulou lava! 

Sina tala pu’upu’u i lo’u ōlaga a’oa’o sā ‘avea ai a’u 
ma faiā’oga.  Sā fa’avaeina lo’u taumafai i Niu Sila.  
E mata’utia lo’u fiafia, e fa’agae’etia le loto ina ‘ua 
‘ou sau i Hawai’i ‘ae ‘ua ‘uma ona totō le fatu i lo’u 
loto ma lo’u agāga mai Aotearoa.  Fa’afetai i a’u 
faiā’oga ma ta’ita’i o le polokalama a le PIECA i Niu 
Sila.  E lē galo le gāluega fītā ma le tāua.   

‘Ou te mimita ‘auā ‘o a’u ‘o le Sāmoa. ‘O la’u gagana 
ma la’u aganu’u e iloa ai a’u e isi tagata. ‘Ou te fiafia 
fo’i ‘auā ‘o le poto ma le mālamalama ‘o le ‘āmataga 
o mea’ uma.  ‘O le fa’avae o le ōlaga o le tamaitiiti e 
‘āmata mai lava i totonu o le manava se’ia pa’ū mai i 
le lalolagi.  Maua le mānava ma le ola mai le Atua 
se’ia tuputupu a’e ma savali, tautala, ma a’oa’oina i 
mea lelei.  ‘Ā ola ai le tamaitiiti e lē mafai ona toe 
alu ‘ese ai pe ‘āfai e lelei ona fa’avae e pei ‘o le lā’au 
‘ele’ele lelei.  ‘Ā fa’asusū e ola ma fua mai i fua lelei.  
‘O le fatu e pa’ū i le ‘ele’ele lelei ma le pepe fa’ato’ā 
fānau mai ‘ā tausi ma a’oa’o lelei e ola matāfolau.  

E manatua lava ‘Afamasaga, fa’ata’ita’iga a faiā’oga 
i’inei ‘ou te alu ai fa’alogologo e oso mai lava lo’u 
māfaufau i Niu Sila. E lē fa’agaloina fo’i nai o’u uso 
faiā’oga i Ueligitone ma le māsaniga, sā fa’amālosi 
mai ‘ina ‘ia ‘ou alu e sā’ili ma taumafai.  Fa’afetai i 
lau susuga Fereni Ete ma lau susuga Feuoa’i.  ‘Ou te 
faiā’oga i le Āo’ga Sāmoa i le Aso To’ona’i ‘ae Aso Sā 

o’u faiā’oga i le Ā’oga Aso Sā.  Aso Gafua i le Aso 
Faraile ‘ou te faigāluega i le Childcare a le Militeri.  ‘O 
le gāluega i Hawai’i nei, ‘ou te fa’afetai tele iā 
Elisapeta Tuupo-Alaimaleata ‘ona ‘o lenei avanoa 
tāua ‘ua mafai ai ona fa’aaogāina lenei tagata vāivai 
ma le fa’atauva’a. 

Sā ‘ou fa’apea e faigōfie ona ‘āmata i la’u falesā ‘auā 
‘ou te iloa ‘o lotu e ‘āmata ai Ā’oga ‘Āmata i Niu Sila.  
‘Ae e lē gata i lea, ‘o faiā’oga Aso Sā ‘olo’o a’oa’oina 
le Tusi Pa’ia i tamaiti Sāmoa.  ‘O lā mātou Ā’oga Aso 
Sā e lē mālamalama se’iloga e nanu ona 
mālamalama lea ‘o tamaiti.  E moni lava e lē mafai 
ona tu’ulafoa’ina i tātou e lo tātou Tamā.  I le tasi pō 
sā fa’alogo lo mātou ‘āiga i le leitiō, polokalame 
Sāmoa ‘ae te’i ‘ua fa’alogo atu ‘olo’o sāunoa ai le 
susuga ia Elisapeta e uiga i le Ā’oga Sāmoa. Vala’au 
mai loa lo mātou ‘āiga ‘ou te alu atu e fa’alogologo. 
Oka vī’ia le Ali’i, ‘o le mea tonu lava lenei sā ta 
sā’iliina ‘a ’o lenei ‘ua fa’aali mai le Ali’i.  Sā malama 
loa le taeao o’u alu loa ‘i ai, ‘auā e leai se mamao ma 
le mea ‘ou te nofo ai.  E moni lava e leai se isi na te 
iloa, a’e ‘o ‘auala a le 
Silisili ‘Ese ‘ua na’o Ia 
lava na te silafia o 
tātou ala ma mea tātou 
te faia ‘ae maise mea 
tātou te mānana’o ai. 

Aitulagi Tanuvasa Peto also moved from Hawai`i 
in 2014, to be with her daughter in Texas. The 
families at Le Fetūao Samoan Language Center 
are grateful for her time teaching preschool at the 
center on Saturdays and Sunday School at 
Ierusalema Fou CCCAS Church in Kalihi. Holding 
strong to her passion for early childhood 
education, she strongly urges Samoan families in 
Hawai’i to teach their children the Samoan 
language.

Faaauau i le itulau 8
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Le Fetūao holds Tech Camps three times a year 
during Spring, Summer and Fall breaks.  These 
camps provide students enrolled at LFSLC the 
opportunity to use the latest technology equipment 
to extend their learning of the Gagana Samoa.  

Tech Camps are funded by the Administration for 
Native Americans (ANA) and are made possible 
through a partnership with Pacific Voices under the 
leadership of Dr. James Skouge and Ms. Mautumua 
Porotesano.

LFSLC and PACIFIC VOICES TECH CAMPS

‘Ou te mimita…(contʻd)

‘O Hawai’i, ‘ua mālosi tele le nanu a’e leai se 
fa’aSāmoa o fānau ‘ae maise mātua. ‘Ua matuā 
lusi lava le gagana ‘ae ‘ou te fa’afetai tele iā 
Elisapeta i lana tōfā mamao ma lona mataala e 
sā’iliili i mea lelei.  ‘Ou te fa’atusaina Elisapeta ‘o 
se ‘au’auna finafīnau, e lē fa’avāivai toe sogasogā 
lona māfaufau e sā’ili ma tu’itu’i atu ‘auā se 
manuia o lenei polokalama i Hawai’i. Fa’afetai, 
fa’afetai tele.  

‘Ua mānaia lava le solosolo lelei si a mātou Ā’oga a 
Le Fetūao.  Pau lava le fa’afītāuli ‘ua fia maua lava 
se faleā’oga ‘auā e lē mafai ona seki mea e tatau 

ona iai le vasega ‘āmata.  ‘Ātonu e alofa mai le 
Atua ‘ia vave mai se aso ona maua lea e Hawai’i 
nei se fa’amanuiaga e pei o Niu Sila.   

Fa’afetai vī’ia lava le Atua i mea ‘ua tātou faia.  
Momoli tele atu alofa’aga mo ‘outou ‘uma.  ‘Ia 
fa’amanuia pea le Atua i gāluega lelei ‘olo’o tātou 
faia.  ‘Ia ‘aua ne’i faia ‘ona ‘o se vī’iga ‘ae ‘ia vī’ia 
ai le Atua. 

Soifua, 
Aitulagi Tanuvasa Peto 
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CANOE FIELD TRIP
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Fesilafa’i	
  i	
  Wai’anae	
  
tusia	
  Rev.	
  Pesi	
  Vitale	
  

Mātou	
  te	
  ofo	
  alofa	
  atu	
  i	
  le	
  suafa	
  
manumālō	
  o	
  Iesū	
  Keriso,	
  ‘o	
  le	
  
fa’aao	
  o	
  le	
  ‘Ekālēsia.	
  	
  I	
  lau	
  
susuga	
  i	
  le	
  tama’ita’i	
  pule,	
  
a=ioga	
  ‘ia	
  Fepulea'i,	
  ‘ae	
  maise	
  le	
  
mamalu	
  ‘ese’ese	
  o	
  Ali’i	
  ma	
  
tama’ita’i	
  faiā’oga.	
  	
  ‘O	
  le	
  mea	
  
sili	
  e	
  pei	
  ‘o	
  la	
  Sione	
  Uesele,	
  "Ua	
  
iate	
  ‘itātou	
  le	
  Ali'i”.	
  

Mālō	
  le	
  soifua	
  manuia	
  ma	
  le	
  
lagi	
  e	
  mamā,	
  mālō	
  	
  le	
  tautai,	
  
mālō	
  le	
  folau	
  manuia.	
  	
  ‘Ia	
  
tūmau	
  pea	
  le	
  vī’iga	
  i	
  le	
  Atua	
  poto	
  e	
  fa’avavau.	
  

‘O	
  se	
  fa’amatalaga	
  pu'upu'u	
  i	
  le	
  Ā’oga	
  a	
  Fesilafa'i.	
  	
  Na	
  
‘āmata	
  mai	
  le	
  ā’oga	
  i	
  le	
  tausaga	
  2009,	
  ina	
  ‘ua	
  si’i	
  mai	
  
le	
  susuga	
  ia	
  Pesi	
  ma	
  le	
  faletua	
  i	
  Hawai’i.	
  	
  Sā	
  faiā’oga	
  ai	
  
le	
  tama’ita’i	
  ia	
  Fuata’i	
  Tuato’o	
  Tuliloa,	
  Poasa	
  
Sava’iinaea,	
  ma	
  le	
  faletua	
  ia	
  Fa’amatala	
  Vitale.	
  	
  E	
  o’o	
  
mai	
  i	
  le	
  taimi	
  nei	
  ‘olo’o	
  iai	
  pea	
  le	
  ā’oga.	
  	
  ‘O	
  le	
  taimi	
  nei	
  
‘olo’o	
  faiā’oga	
  ai	
  le	
  tamā	
  ia	
  Lefagaoali'i	
  Savai’inaea,	
  

Fa’amatala	
  Vitale,	
  ma	
  Taelumane	
  
Tili,	
  lagolago	
  mālosi	
  ai	
  le	
  
matāgāluega	
  a	
  le	
  ‘Ekālēsia	
  Metotisi	
  
Sāmoa	
  i	
  Wai’anae,	
  ‘olo’o	
  faife’au	
  ai	
  
le	
  susuga	
  ia	
  Pesi	
  Vitale.	
  
	
  	
  
‘O	
  le	
  atina'e	
  sili	
  o	
  lenei	
  fa’amomoe,	
  
‘o	
  le	
  gāluea’ina	
  lea	
  ‘o	
  māfaufau	
  ma	
  
le	
  poto	
  o	
  tamaiti	
  ’ina	
  ‘ia	
  ‘aua	
  ne’i	
  
galo	
  lana	
  gagana	
  fa’apea	
  lana	
  
aganu’u.	
  	
  ‘Ia	
  iloa	
  ma	
  mautinoa	
  ‘o	
  
lātou	
  ‘o	
  tamaiti	
  Sāmoa,	
  e	
  tusa	
  lava	
  
pe	
  na	
  fānau	
  ma	
  ola	
  i	
  nei	
  atunu’u.	
  	
  ‘Ae	
  
maise	
  lava	
  ‘ia	
  tāua	
  iate	
  ‘ilātou,	
  "ILOA	
  
‘O	
  IA	
  ‘O	
  LE	
  SĀMOA	
  MA	
  FA’AILOA	
  
ATU."	
  	
  ‘O	
  le	
  taimi	
  nei	
  e	
  to’atolu	
  

sefulu	
  tamaiti	
  ā’oga,	
  mai	
  le	
  2	
  tausaga	
  le	
  matua	
  e	
  o’o	
  
atu	
  i	
  le	
  28	
  tausaga.	
  	
  Mātou	
  te	
  fa’amoemoe	
  pea,	
  i	
  le	
  
poto	
  mai	
  le	
  Atua,	
  ‘ina	
  ‘ia	
  maua	
  le	
  sini	
  fa’apei	
  o	
  ana	
  
a=ioga,	
  "’Ia	
  a’oa’o	
  le	
  tama	
  e	
  tusa	
  ma	
  ona	
  ala,	
  ‘auā	
  ‘ā	
  o’o	
  
ina	
  matua,	
  e	
  lē	
  toe	
  te’a	
  ‘ese	
  ai	
  lava."	
  
	
  	
  
‘Ia	
  manuia	
  tele	
  lava	
  fa’amoemoega	
  o	
  lenei	
  aso.	
  	
  ‘Ia	
  
manuia	
  fo’i	
  le	
  gāluega	
  o	
  le	
  a’oa’oina	
  o	
  le	
  Gagana	
  
Sāmoa	
  i	
  Hawai’i.

In 2013, Le Fetūao received funding from the federal Administration for Native Americans (ANA) to expand 
the program and create a second A’oga Sāmoa site in Wai’anae.  Thanks to the support of Rev. Pesi Vitale 
and Faletua Mrs. Fa’amatala Vitale, Fesilafa’i Samoan Language School was created under the leadership of 
Ulua’i Ekalesia Metotisi Sāmoa (First Samoan Methodist Church) in Wai’anae.  

Photo caption: Le Fetūao executive team, teachers, students and volunteers at the Fesilafa’i school site in 
Wai’anae. 
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E lele le toloa ʻae maʻau i le vai 
tusia Deborah Nikolao Stanley 

Tālofa lava, ‘o loʻu igoa ‘o Deborah Nikolao Stanley ‘ou te sau mai le nuʻu o 
Utulei i ’Amerika Sāmoa, ma Falefā i Sāmoa. 

Na ʻāmata galue i le āʻoga a Le Fetūao iā Novema 2013 ina ‘ua fai mai si aʻu uō 
‘o Rosia Curry ‘oloʻo sāʻili ni faiā’oga mo le vasega a tamaiti lāiti.  Sā faʻapea 
ona ‘ou fai atu ‘i si aʻu uō, “Suga e, e lē ‘o aʻu ‘o se faiāʻoga, e lē ‘o saʻu matātā 
lea na ‘ave i le kolisi”.  Sa ‘ou tali i ai, seʻi o’u māfaufau i ai ‘ona ‘o nīsi fo’i tūlaga 
o gāluega ma matāfaioi a loʻu ’āiga.  Ina ‘ua ‘ou nofo ma ‘ou māfaufau i lenei 
avanoa, sā iā te aʻu se naunautaʻiga tele mo si aʻu fānau e to’atolu ‘o 
Faʻatausala, Paepaelei ma Simanualiʻi.  ‘O lenei avanoa e aʻoaʻoina ai le gagana 
Sāmoa ‘aemaise foʻi tū ma aganu’u a lo tātou atunuʻu i gāluega fai.  Sā faʻapea 
ona ‘ou talia lenei avanoa matagōfie ma ‘avea ai loa aʻu ma faiāʻoga i le vasega a 
tamaiti lāiti. 

E ui lava ina ‘ua ‘avea aʻu ma faiāʻoga, ‘ou te molimau atu ‘ua sili ona aʻoaʻoina 
lo’u nei tagata mai fānau āʻo’oga, ‘aemaise foʻi le polokalama a le Fetūao.  ‘O lea 
‘ou te faʻafetaia ma faʻamālō i le Ᾱ’oga Sāmoa a le Fetūao ‘auā le avanoa 
matagōfie ‘ua mafai ona faʻalauaʻiteleina ai le tomai a faiāʻoga mo le aʻoaʻoina o 
le fānau i le gagana Sāmoa. 

‘O nīsi nei o avanoa matagōfie sā faʻapea ona ‘ou ‘ausia ‘ona ‘o lenei 
polokalama, ‘o le malaga atu lea i Aotearoa iā Setema 2014.  Sā faʻapea ona 
maua ai ni faʻasoa ma ni māfaufauga lē ʻaumaua i le faʻatinoina o le gāluega.  ‘O 
Setema 2015 sā ‘ou ʻauai i le faigāmalaga a faiāʻoga i Sāmoa i motu o Savai’i, 
‘Upolu, ma Tutuila mo le koneferenisi a le SAASIA (Sosaiete o Ᾱ’oga ‘Āmata i 
Aotearoa). 

E iā te aʻu fo’i le mitamitaga i loʻu galue mo Le Fetūao ʻauā ‘o se gāluega ‘ou te 
faia i le loto fiafia ma le ‘ato’atoa.  Sā ‘avea loʻu nei tagata faʻatauvaʻa ma faiāʻoga o le Fall Semester 2013, 
ma ‘avea ai foʻi aʻu ma faiāʻoga o le tausaga āʻoga 2014 ma le 2015.  ‘Ātonu ‘o se māfuaʻaga ‘ua ‘ou pale ai i 
nei pale ‘ona ‘o se gāluega ‘ou te fiafia ma ‘ou naunau e galue ma le fa’amaoni ai i vāiaso ‘uma.  E lē gata mo 
se leleiga o laʻu fānau, ‘aemaise isi tupulaga lalovaoa a si o tātou atunuʻu ‘oloʻo aumau i fafo nei. 

E iā te aʻu le āva tele, e momoli atu ai le faʻafetai faʻalēlava ma le lē ‘aʻu’aʻu i le faʻatonu sili iā Elisapeta 
Tu’upo Alaimaleata ma le afioga iā Fepulea’i Dr. John Mayer.  Mālō le tauataʻi mālō fai o le faiva!  Faʻafetai 
mo lenei avanoa matagōfie ‘ua tou tuʻuina mai i lenei tagata faʻatauvaʻa.  

E momoli atu foʻi laʻu faʻafetai tele i le vasega o faiāʻoga mo le soʻosoʻo tauʻau ma le gālulue punouaʻi i tiute 
ma gāluega ‘ua totofi ai i tātou.  E pei ‘o muāgagana a le atun’u, “E le sua se lolo i se popo e tasi.”  O le tele o 
lima e māmā ai se ‘āvega.  Mālō lava fa’amālosi.  ‘Ia ‘o ‘outou māmā nā!  

E momoli atu foʻi laʻu faʻafetai i mātua ma uō ‘oloʻo sapasapaia le fānau aemaise le tatou āʻoga Sāmoa ʻauā 
se lelei o fānau mo le lumanaʻi.  ‘Ia alofa le Atua ‘ia faʻamanuia mai pea i la tātou gāluega fai ‘o le a’oa’oina o 
le Gagana Sāmoa i Hawai’i nei. 

‘O le vīʻiga lava lea e tūmau iā te ia.  Soifua ma ‘ia manuia!

Deborah Nikolao 
Stanley has been 
teaching the tamaiti lāiti 
class since the fall of 
2013. Despite having no 
background in teaching, 
her wealth of knowledge 
and experience in the 
Samoan culture and 
language has made her 
an integral part of the 
LFSLC teaching team. 
Our students are 
fortunate to learn from 
her expertise.

Gagana Samoa Teacher of the Year
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MUFI HANNEMANN on April 1, 2015 at 12:32 am

A recent Gallup poll reported that one in four American adults are basically conversationally
proficient in another language. We live in an increasingly global world, in which speaking only one
language does not suffice.

I recall visiting an international school in Brussels, Belgium, in the 1980s as a guest of the
European Community, and I came away incredibly impressed with young teenagers sitting at a
table and conversing in four languages — French, German, Spanish and English. I recall thinking:
Wouldn’t it be great if that were to happen in Hawaii, with students speaking in Hawaiian and
various Asian and Pacific Island languages?

Rebecca Calahan, associate professor of bilingual/bicultural education and cultural studies in
education at University of Texas, says, “The time has come to rethink the emphasis on
monolingualism in the U.S.” In a paper she wrote on this subject, she notes: “Bilinguals show
higher test scores, better problem-solving skills, sharper mental perceptions and access to richer
social networks.”

Moreover, she argues, “Bilingual children are able to draw support from mentors in their home-
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The author with Dr. James Skouge and Mautumua Porotesano of Pacific Voices with Le Fetuao students at

their technology camp

PHOTO COURTESY ALICE SILBANUZ

language communities and from the dominant culture,” and as they grow older, are more likely to
finish high school, go to college and are better prepared to interview successfully in the job
market.

Studies indicate that bilingualism prepares one for “greater intellectual focus” as well as an
additional health benefit of helping to delay “dementia symptoms.”

Hawaii, with its multiethnic communities, can be a shining example to the rest of the nation of
what linguistic experts such as Calahan have been advocating: “Today’s potential bilinguals will
contribute more as adults if they successfully maintain their home language.”

The key to all of this is the education system. The latest in a long line of excellent language
schools in Hawaii is Le Fetuao (“morning star”) Samoan Language Center, which received a
prestigious award from Harvard University’s Bright Ideas program for its innovative approach to
preserving and perpetuating Samoan language and culture among Samoan children and their

http://www.midweek.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/MW-Mufi-040115-LeFetuao.jpg


families. I know that when All-American quarterback Marcus Mariota closed his highly celebrated
Heisman acceptance speech in

New York by uttering “Fa’afetai lava” (thank you very much), many throughout the nation were
impressed with his affinity for his Samoan culture and heritage.

Bright Ideas is an initiative of the broader Innovations in American Government Awards program
administered through Harvard’s Ash Center. It is linked to Government Innovators Network, which
serves as an online platform for practitioners and policymakers to share innovative public-policy
solutions. In honoring Le Fetuao, Stephen Goldsmith, director of the Harvard program, stresses that
“often seemingly intractable problems can be creatively and capably tackled by small groups of
dedicated civic-minded individuals … with an emphasis on efficiency and adaptability.”

Thanks to a modest three-year grant awarded by Administration for Native Americans (ANA) in
2013, Le Fetuao became the first ANA-funded program in the U.S. dedicated to the Samoan
language. One of its goals is to develop a Hawaii-based Samoan-language curriculum platform
that can be shared with other U.S. states and territories.

The driving force behind Le Fetuao is hard-working executive director and founder Elisapeta
Tu’upo-Alaimaleata, a former teacher in American Samoa and research assistant at University of
Hawaii, whose inspiration to start a community-based educational-service program stemmed from
her four children, who were born and raised in Hawaii. Her goal was to provide an opportunity for
Samoan children to learn their ancestral language and culture through an interactive hands-on
approach. Her vision has blossomed into free weekly instruction for 100 children, from preschool
to high school age, Saturdays at Island Family Christian Church annex in Salt Lake. “We soon
discovered that because our students, like in a regular classroom setting in school, were taking
their homework home, and some of the parents were unable to help them because their inability
to speak the language. Thus, it only made sense that we try to direct our efforts toward teaching
the parents also,” says Tu’upo-Alaimaleata. She found a natural ally in John Mayer, who offers
classes in Samoan language at UH. Mayer’s assistance was critically important to Le Fetuao in
launching free classroom instruction in the Samoan language to adults. Mayer, whose Samoan
name is Fepulea’i Lasei, feels that “providing language instruction to the entire family helps us to
make learning the language a priority.”

These two individuals have made it possible for a strong partnership to be established with the
UH Samoan Language and Culture Program, local businesses and churches.

From its inception in 2008 to the present, many talented people in the community have come
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forward to contribute their talents and services to the 501(c) nonprofit organization because they
believe passionately in its mission. Aitulagi Peto and Vaega’au Falaniko volunteered to help create
a solid preschool program. Sauileoge Ueligitone, a retired artist and educator, teaches tattoo and
siapo designs, which are so integral to the Samoan culture. And like Tu’upo-Alaimaleata, Alice
Malepeai Silbanuz’s commitment to construct a substantive social media platform to heighten
awareness about Le Fetuao through Facebook and its website lefetuao.com is fueled by her 9-
year-old daughter Trinity’s desire to absorb and learn as much as she can about her heritage
language and customs.

I had a wonderful Saturday morning there recently at the closing ceremony of Le Fetuao’s
technology camp, in which each student shared their digital storytelling projects with the
audience. Held every year during DOE spring break, it enables the students to utilize the latest
tools in technology, such as iPads, MacBooks, audio and musical equipment, and apps to facilitate
learning the Samoan language. My impression was that these tech skills are invaluable and
obviously transferable to other academic subjects. Retired UH educator James Skouge, with years
of experience of working with American Samoa’s educational system, along with his colleague
Mautumua Porotesano, have been extremely helpful in teaching technology to the students. His
organization, Pacific Voices, has been a major sponsorship partner of the tech camp.

With a steadily growing wait list and a reputation for excellence starting to emerge, the next
major challenge for the 8-year-old language school is to secure a permanent home. It clearly has
started to outgrow its present facility. Tu’upo-Alaimaleata and her dedicated staff and volunteers
hope to solicit private and/or public partners to enable them to fulfill the admonition of an
ancient Samoan proverb:

Ia soso’o le fau ma le fau — “like the braiding of bark fiber, we come together” — for the good of Le
Fetuao Samoan Language Center.

mufi@mufihannemann.com

MIDWEEK
9/23/15

http://www.midweek.com/category/hawaii-lifestyle-news-opinions/island-matters/
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LE FETUAO FIRST ANNUAL SUMMER TECH FAIR

Submitted by tylams on Tue, 06/23/2015 - 15:42

    

 
Writer and Photographer: Nate Jaramillo
 

Display boards lined the room and children opened the ceremonies by singing traditional Samoan songs as 
students exhibited the cultural and technical knowledge acquired during Le Fetuao Samoan Language Center's 
first annual summer Tech Camp. The camp was a product of Le Fetuao's collaboration with Pacific Voices—an on-
island Pacific Islander organization—and was held at Leeward Community College. This Tech Fair was a 
cumulative exhibition of the collaborative skills they learned and digital media programs they worked with over the 
course of the two-week summer Tech Camp. 

 

    Typically held during the Department of Education's spring and fall intermissions, Tech Camps serve to integrate 
digital technology into Samoan culture and its communities. According to Le Fetuao communications coordinator 
Alice Malepeai-Silbanuz, the program was extended to two weeks for the summer. “They’re really building up their 
creative writing skills, their Samoan language skills, communication skills because they’re working together as 
groups, but they also have time to do work as individuals,” said Malepeai-Silbanuz.
 

    Leeward professor Betty Ickes runs a language school in her Tokelauan community and agrees with what Le 
Fetuao is trying to accomplish with their Tech Camps. “I believe in their mission. Their mission is to revitalize the 
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Samoan language and culture for Samoan—for students of Samoan ancestry who live outside of Samoa. … 
Learning your roots certainly helps you to establish a more firm identity from which you can build your own life 
experience and academic experience on,” Ickes said. 

 

Kainoa Taka and daughter   
 

Kainoa Taka, who enrolled her children in the Tech Camp program, comments on the blending of digital 
technology and the largely natural Samoan culture. “(Technology) can really help learning—learning Samoan 
language more than anything. Technology helps that tremendously. It’s great to use both and have both coincide 
with each other,” Taka said. 

 

    Curious about what the program had to offer, she took it upon herself to experience the program firsthand 
alongside her children. “It was very liberating because I have technology but I don’t know how to use it. I figured 
since I’m sending them, might as well I learn as well. … Hopefully, we can do it together and make it a part of our 
home life, make stories and books—just create,” Taka said.
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Executive Director of Le Fetuao Elisapeta Tuupo-Alaimaleata

    Thanks to a grant from the Administration for Native Americans, Le Fetuao earned federal funding to improve 
upon the program. With the grant, Le Fetuao could begin paying employees while acquiring the essential 
technologies needed to maximize the impact of the Tech Camps. “We were also able to acquire our own 
equipment—a mobile computer lab, basically, that includes iPads, laptops, recording equipment as well as a 
(piano) keyboard,” Malepeai-Silbanuz said. 

 

    Aside from supplementing Le Fetuao’s technological resources with their own, Pacific Voices founder and 
retired UH Manoa professor James Skouge and member Mautumua Porotesano had a hand in the instruction of 
the students at the Tech Camps. “We’re trying to use it in an educational format where they’re not only learning 
new apps, for instance, but they’re also using the apps to create language material that relates to the Samoan 
language and culture as well,” Porotesano said. 

 

    Pacific Voices is an organization that teaches the language of Samoa as a second language to students outside 
of Samoa. They also teach English as a second language to English Language Learner (ELL) students around the 
Pacific Islands with tech programs in places such as Micronesia and American Samoa. “What’s really important is 
the technical expertise that Pacific Voices provides and helps with this tech camp,” Malepeai-Silbanuz said.
 

    According to Malepeai-Silbanuz, while securing the facilities for these camps usually costs the most, the two-
week Tech Camp was held at Leeward free of charge to Le Fetuao with the help of Ickes. “I also run a language 
program for the Tokelauan community and so—the director of Le Fetuao and I—we collaborated on a variety of 
things and this is one of them,” Ickes said. She approached her division chair when she was contacted by the 
director of Le Fetuao. Ickes emphasizes the mutual benefits of future partnerships with Le Fetuao, citing increased 
enrollment of Pacific Islanders to Leeward, the sharing of resources and networking. 
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(L-R) Students Isalei Alopepe, Faʻatausala
Stanley and Amy Vitale with Taeao Manuia
coordinator Debbie Stanley. Taeao Manuia is
a new program offered through Le Fetuao that
connects Samoan youth with local and
national opportunities. [photo: Alice Malepeai
Silbanuz.]

LE FETUAO SAMOAN LANGUAGE CENTER
SHOWCASES STEM EFFORTS AT OPEN
HOUSE
Thu, 08/27/2015 - 1:23pm | Category: Featured Article  Linking Somoans

     

Source: Media release Le Fetuao Samoan Language Center

Verizon Wireless Hawai‘i presented a

$5,000 Verizon Foundation grant to Le

Fetuao Samoan Language Center to

support their innovative work, uniting

culture and language with STEM

(science, technology, engineering and

math). The check presentation took

place during Le Fetuaoʻs open house

event at the Moanalua Community

Center on Friday, August 14.

 

“The team at Le Fetuao does a

beautiful job tapping the true potential

of technology to help kids learn about

culture, language and the world around them,” said Bill Hozey of Verizon Wireless

Hawai’i. “One of the best parts of my job is having the opportunity to invest in

programs like the Bilingual Technology Camp that make a meaningful impact in

our community.”

 

Le Fetuao’s open house event featured a special cultural presentation, a

traditional ‘Ava ceremony, and the grant award presentation by Verizon Wireless

Hawai‘i.

 

“We use technology to engage students in language learning and recording

family history, while instilling cultural knowledge,” said Elisapeta Tuʻupo-

Alaimaleata, executive director and founder of Le Fetuao. “Funding from

supporters like Verizon Wireless Hawaiʻi enriches the quality and further elevates

the level of service we are able to provide through our community-based

program implementation.”

ShareThis Facebook Tweet LinkedIn Pinterest Email

Home Local News Sports Regional Opinion Le Lali Associated Press Linking Samoans Our Troops

http://www.samoanews.com/category/article-category/features
http://www.samoanews.com/image
http://www.samoanews.com/video
http://www.samoanews.com/ishare
http://www.samoanews.com/archive
http://www.samoanews.com/contact
http://www.samoanews.com/classifieds
http://www.samoanews.com/advertising
http://www.samoanews.com/slideshowlist
http://www.samoanews.com/content/en/games
http://www.samoanews.com/user
http://www.samoanews.com/
http://www.samoanews.com/category/featured-article/featured-article
http://www.samoanews.com/category/article-category/linking-somoans
http://www.samoanews.com/
http://www.samoanews.com/category/article-category/local-news
http://www.samoanews.com/category/article-category/sports
http://www.samoanews.com/category/article-category/regional-news
http://www.samoanews.com/category/article-category/opinion
http://www.samoanews.com/lelali
http://www.samoanews.com/category/article-category/associated-press
http://www.samoanews.com/linking_somoans
http://www.samoanews.com/troops


 

Le Fetuao's open house event also featured Keynote Speaker Dr. Tui Lauilefue

who provided tips for success to the youth at Le Fetuao. After graduating from

Samoana High School, Lauilefue studied at the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa

where she earned her PhD in medicine. She currently works at Queens Medical

Center. Lauilefue is the daughter of Filemoni & Ana Lauilefue from the village of

Tafuna.

 

Students participating in Le Fetuaoʻs new Taeao Manuia program also had an

opportunity to share their experiences (mostly in STEM-focused programs) at the

open house. Taeao Manuia, led by Le Fetuao's Samoan Language Teacher of

the Year Debbie Stanley, connects Samoan youth with local and national

opportunities, such as internships, scholarships, and programs, that help build a

brighter future for students and their families.

 

Fa'atausala Stanley, 14, shared her experiences interning at Lt. Governor Shan

Tsutsui's office. During the summer internship, she learned a lot about Hawai'i

government, how laws are passed and the work done in the Governor's Office.

From A'oga Samoa, she carried the values of being respectful, obedient,

persistent and caring.

 

Amy Vitale of Waiʻanae shared her summer experience in Boston at a math and

science summer summit. At the summit, she had the opportunity to meet Buzz

Aldrin, the first man to walk on the moon. Vitale maintains a 4.0 GPA at Waiʻanae

High School. 

 

Isalei Alopepe of Kalihi shared about her time participating in a week-long

recreational camp called Camp Erdman. The camp, held on the beautiful North

Shore of Oʻahu, provided many opportunities to interact and enjoy the natural

environment. Isalei is a student at Hālau Kū Māna, a Hawaiian charter school.

 

Pursuing his interest to major in Criminal Justice, Faleupolu Leon Alaimaleata

volunteered at the Hawai'i Judiciary Court System in Honolulu. While his twin

brother Malaga Deon Alaimaleata had the opportunity to attend the

Administration for Transportation Engineer Summer Summit in Washington D.C.

Both are seniors at Moanalua High School.

 

Since it was established in 2008, Le Fetuao has continuously grown in its ability to

serve the Samoan community in Hawaiʻi. Le Fetuao will begin its Saturday

language classes for children and adults on August 22.

 

It also offers Samoan dance classes taught by doctoral candidate Grant

Muāgututiʻa. Additionally, the center partners with Pacific Voices to host bilingual

technology camps during public school breaks. The culture preservation

program thrives through community collaborations and the efforts of staff

dedicated to teaching Samoan language and culture. For more information,

please visit www.lefetuao.com.
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Fourteen year old Valasi Fialelei Alaimaleata
serves as the taupou for Le Fetuaoʻs End of
Semester Celebration. [photo: Alice Malepeai
Silbanuz]

SAMOAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
HONORED AT LE FETUAO CELEBRATION
Sun, 06/07/2015 - 7:36am | Category: Featured Article  Linking Somoans

     

Source: Media release Le Fetuao Samoan Language Center

HONOLULU — More than 200 students,

parents and Samoan community

members filled the Moanalua Terrace

Community Center for Le Fetuao

Samoan Language Center’s End of

School Year Celebration. The event

held on Saturday, May 24, 2015 was

dedicated to celebrating the Samoan

language and culture.

 

Each of Le Fetuao’s Aʻoga Samoa

classes presented traditional Samoan

songs, dances, poems, and reflections

about their learning experiences.

Presentations made by Penina

(preschool), Sina ma le Tuna (elementary), Tufu ma Lele (middle), Fonuea (high

school) and Mamanu (adult/parent) featured a variety of educational lessons.

 

Le Fetuao Samoan Language Center thrives with the help of partners, volunteers,

students and staff that are dedicated to the common goal of instilling Samoan

language skills and cultural pride in its students. Le Fetuao acknowledged

exemplary contributions made during the 2014-2015 school year at a

presentation of awards. This year four of the awards were donated by

community members, while the remaining awards were sponsored by Le Fetuao.
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Fepuleaʻi Lasei Dr. John Mayer, UH Manoa Samoan Language Program received

the Tautua Award

 

Debbie Stanley received the Samoan Language Teacher of the Year Award

 

Sue Mulitalo received the Volunteer of the Year

 

Gwen Toʻomalatai received the Samoan Language Tech Teacher Award

 

Fialelei Alaimaleata received the Tech Volunteer Award.

 

Siva Awards donated by elder siva instructor Lorita Achica

 

Each aiga participating in Le Fetuaoʻs Samoan language preservation program

was recognized and acknowledged for their support and dedication to the

community-based project.

 

As a finale, Le Fetuao’s siva class shared songs and dances based on the

semester theme“Siʻosiʻomaga – Environment” taught by dance instructor Grant

Muāgututiʻa, a UH doctoral student studying linguistics.

 

After a prayer offered by Rev. Pesi Vitale, everyone enjoyed a meal that

featured lots of Samoan food and two roast pigs!

 

Congratulations to the students, staff and families at Le Fetuao Samoan

Language Center on the completion of another successful school year.

 

During the summer, Le Fetuao will offer a two-week summer tech camp at

Leeward Community College. 30 students will be using technology to learn the

Samoan language and create Samoan language resources. The summer

program will run from June 8th to the 19th. The program is made possible through

funding from the Administration for Native Americans and Le Fetuao Samoan

Language Center.

Le Fetuao Teacher of the Year Deborah Stanley and Executive Director and

Founder Elisapeta Tuʻupo-Alaimaleata with about 50 staff and students that

participated during the 2014-2015 school year in the Samoan language

maintenance and preservation program. [photo: Alice Malepeai Silbanuz]

 

About Le Fetuao Samoan Language Center

 

In 2013, Le Fetuao was awarded a three-year grant by the Administration for

Native Americans (ANA), making it the first ANA-funded program in the nation

dedicated to Samoan language preservation and maintenance. The center,

located in Salt Lake, Oʻahu, Hawaiʻi, provides free Samoan language classes to

Search

Search this site:

 

Nine West Women's
Camya Peep-Toe …

$89.00 $43.89

Nine West Women's
Camya Suede …

$31.74 - $138.00

1

2

3

4

5

Breaking News Today

Cheap Athletic Shoes

Watch TV Online

Latest Football News

Sports Online Streaming

Popular Comments

DOI-OIA exec Pula to
meet with biz...

Besides meeting with
senators on the “Ulu
Project”,...

Court Report

IOSE LIAINA SENTENCED TO
JAIL, WITH ORDERS TO FIND
GAINFUL EMPLOYMENT...

Treasurer urges public
to be...

Treasurer Ueligatone
Tonumaipe’a is urging
the public to be...

Probable cause found
against two...

Police officers Rocky Tua and
Fiti Aina charged on
allegations they...

http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=C3FNk2fcCVtLqIsH3-QPlsoDQB8X9uOUFhfj1lWTAjbcBEAEgAGDJts6H5KOkF4IBF2NhLXB1Yi03NDM5MDQxMjU1NTMzODA4yAEJ4AIAqAMBmAQAqgSFAk_QrQlaATqIHnMjblAJ3EdWD9bh5gy1O4F66IqIzQ32Pcsq8uV6fPqhEAdXHcDp-DtrS0cA5Zmr7HP5m1aFzITfYd1-oAk9f1olzvjlfRe59gwSdWOSd0StiaW-cAc-QhWUBTGDLGAM11MhjlXhxQULt4SIBAU-qlEOk87T-kb88H7KttcCuYMzvvXjp27aXoU3FW0K9SneYZRHHN_c3YiJZK1i-rzD5Djpioydv52rXqnpRKQJuIgo-i-ebSRkqjfX6T5QFpGQObBsoyrXnnxEtIL2HKLT2tj4CCfQ4pm-bU-CSJVmv3kGXvI2Ci5uQ6wHybLKoDnDcZF0twUZkPVmxPytMeAEAYAGmtOFzImL9NbNAaAGIdgHAA&num=1&sig=AOD64_3wqSVvEfnUZ18ApzOP2DRDhS9IAA&client=ca-pub-7439041255533808&adurl=https://aax-us-pdx.amazon-adsystem.com/x/c/Qbsu1Kdm-SOPIvmV7agPaQ8AAAFP-5guXwYAAAV4_-FQ_w/http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00B1K9ZWM/ref=dra_a_cs_mr_hn_it_P1400_1000?tag=dradisplay-20&ascsubtag=06f509653eb6f5caffd63e78e985e874_S
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=C3FNk2fcCVtLqIsH3-QPlsoDQB8X9uOUFhfj1lWTAjbcBEAEgAGDJts6H5KOkF4IBF2NhLXB1Yi03NDM5MDQxMjU1NTMzODA4yAEJ4AIAqAMBmAQAqgSFAk_QrQlaATqIHnMjblAJ3EdWD9bh5gy1O4F66IqIzQ32Pcsq8uV6fPqhEAdXHcDp-DtrS0cA5Zmr7HP5m1aFzITfYd1-oAk9f1olzvjlfRe59gwSdWOSd0StiaW-cAc-QhWUBTGDLGAM11MhjlXhxQULt4SIBAU-qlEOk87T-kb88H7KttcCuYMzvvXjp27aXoU3FW0K9SneYZRHHN_c3YiJZK1i-rzD5Djpioydv52rXqnpRKQJuIgo-i-ebSRkqjfX6T5QFpGQObBsoyrXnnxEtIL2HKLT2tj4CCfQ4pm-bU-CSJVmv3kGXvI2Ci5uQ6wHybLKoDnDcZF0twUZkPVmxPytMeAEAYAGmtOFzImL9NbNAaAGIdgHAA&num=1&sig=AOD64_3wqSVvEfnUZ18ApzOP2DRDhS9IAA&client=ca-pub-7439041255533808&adurl=https://aax-us-pdx.amazon-adsystem.com/x/c/Qbsu1Kdm-SOPIvmV7agPaQ8AAAFP-5guXwYAAAV4_-FQ_w/http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00B1K9ZWM/ref=dra_a_cs_mr_hn_it_P1400_1000?tag=dradisplay-20&ascsubtag=06f509653eb6f5caffd63e78e985e874_S
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=C3FNk2fcCVtLqIsH3-QPlsoDQB8X9uOUFhfj1lWTAjbcBEAEgAGDJts6H5KOkF4IBF2NhLXB1Yi03NDM5MDQxMjU1NTMzODA4yAEJ4AIAqAMBmAQAqgSFAk_QrQlaATqIHnMjblAJ3EdWD9bh5gy1O4F66IqIzQ32Pcsq8uV6fPqhEAdXHcDp-DtrS0cA5Zmr7HP5m1aFzITfYd1-oAk9f1olzvjlfRe59gwSdWOSd0StiaW-cAc-QhWUBTGDLGAM11MhjlXhxQULt4SIBAU-qlEOk87T-kb88H7KttcCuYMzvvXjp27aXoU3FW0K9SneYZRHHN_c3YiJZK1i-rzD5Djpioydv52rXqnpRKQJuIgo-i-ebSRkqjfX6T5QFpGQObBsoyrXnnxEtIL2HKLT2tj4CCfQ4pm-bU-CSJVmv3kGXvI2Ci5uQ6wHybLKoDnDcZF0twUZkPVmxPytMeAEAYAGmtOFzImL9NbNAaAGIdgHAA&num=1&sig=AOD64_3wqSVvEfnUZ18ApzOP2DRDhS9IAA&client=ca-pub-7439041255533808&adurl=https://aax-us-pdx.amazon-adsystem.com/x/c/Qbsu1Kdm-SOPIvmV7agPaQ8AAAFP-5guXwYAAAV4_-FQ_w/http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00JS2CJ3M/ref=dra_a_cs_mr_hn_it_P1400_1000?tag=dradisplay-20&ascsubtag=06f509653eb6f5caffd63e78e985e874_S
http://www.amazon.com/gp/dra/info/ref=dra_a_cs_mr_hn_pv_P1400_1000?pn=1&pg=dra&pp=cs%2Cv%2CB00B1K9ZWM%3AB00JS2CJ3M%3AB00I6AR6EO%2CATVPDKIKX0DER%2CB00B1K9ZWM%2CQgyNJ5D_TjuFGWT77klXWHLm5Hg&adv=ATVPDKIKX0DER&uh_it=06f509653eb6f5caffd63e78e985e874_S
http://www.media.net/adchoices
http://257020875.keywordblocks.com/Breaking_News_Today.cfm?&vsid=529654475319908&vi=1443034917271744823&dytm=1443035097368&rtbsd=4&npgv=1&verid=111299&hvsid=00001443035097093011132631825689&upk=1443035097.24469&sttm=1443035097093&=&kp=1&kbc=1f00ada8a47f773b2eb3db690e0d2352.d2s&kt=240&ki=4252700&ktd=37400987547336960&kbc2=%7C%7Cl=1104%7C%7C&fdkt=240&fp=Yi7zkb8074BK%2Fhi5lpU6U5jACR1L9lkur7wTtV4bvsSE%2BnElEGfgAF%2FPLjrfCdTUjggt4bs98vs27f3sCwplRj0aH%2BLrDQHxaNbVQtLK5p1hs1HZ8M97xCLZyzsZUFjk&c=ghihCAEK8XuMLTlKYej54g&cme=LbT28Bf8SKW1RBblH4bfvbQmBShdAXT7nZ%2FVbFNvDfkL43n2KHX5%2FSfGcly%2BwW5tH4yn%2BRp60SLQpdC1lXLW0iJzcsH8n7aXb2l2UmYZYKRY05cVKURS7yBFjC17fA1f1sJGKJ%2BsZBwNWDpMtRZL2HH70DUHc%2BaKR5E5pn2YsvDH2wB6iMAyFAaUxYW%2FlYiU%7C%7CNDHRnZ9Gz3KXlI%2Bi9OnZqQ%3D%3D%7C5gDUJdTGiJzedmq9hanWYg%3D%3D%7CN7fu2vKt8%2Fs%3D%7CHnVxWKz4PzMlpgyup%2Ft%2BFRzov%2FiSoBnusoYaCD5Z2wnDXl%2FXZRfzoIPUzsFqVPJemur1Hb4byyT07oqaTp9Q32D8un37tgLTKbbcVmLC%2BJkd3YQ%2BguQlJl%2FBSRRLdjg9mCiopA%2FVtao%3D%7CsRBSg3CPSiQ%3D%7C1dagBXN%2FqzWP05G%2BUlDX1ajB7zn22IhL%2FEoR%2BVzABjhxPZX%2Fp01LNA%3D%3D%7C&cid=8CU4565A5&crid=235867634&size=300x250&lpid=&tsid=1&ksu=75&chid=&https=0&extKwds=0&kwdsMaxTm=400&ugd=4&maxProviderPixel=&rms=1443035097&&abpl=2
http://257020875.keywordblocks.com/Cheap_Athletic_Shoes.cfm?&vsid=529654475319908&vi=1443034917271744823&dytm=1443035097368&rtbsd=4&npgv=1&verid=111299&hvsid=00001443035097093011132631825689&upk=1443035097.24469&sttm=1443035097093&=&tdAdd%5B%5D=%7C%40%7Cabp%3A3%3A2&kp=2&kbc=1f00ada8a47f773b2eb3db690e0d2352.d2s&kt=240&ki=5647451&ktd=37400987547336960&kbc2=%7C%7Cl=1104%7C%7C&fdkt=240&fp=Yi7zkb8074BK%2Fhi5lpU6U5jACR1L9lkur7wTtV4bvsSE%2BnElEGfgAF%2FPLjrfCdTUjggt4bs98vs27f3sCwplRj0aH%2BLrDQHxaNbVQtLK5p1hs1HZ8M97xCLZyzsZUFjk&c=ghihCAEK8XuMLTlKYej54g&cme=LbT28Bf8SKW1RBblH4bfvbQmBShdAXT7nZ%2FVbFNvDfkL43n2KHX5%2FSfGcly%2BwW5tH4yn%2BRp60SLQpdC1lXLW0iJzcsH8n7aXb2l2UmYZYKRY05cVKURS7yBFjC17fA1f1sJGKJ%2BsZBwNWDpMtRZL2HH70DUHc%2BaKR5E5pn2YsvDH2wB6iMAyFAaUxYW%2FlYiU%7C%7CNDHRnZ9Gz3KXlI%2Bi9OnZqQ%3D%3D%7C5gDUJdTGiJzedmq9hanWYg%3D%3D%7CN7fu2vKt8%2Fs%3D%7CHnVxWKz4PzMlpgyup%2Ft%2BFRzov%2FiSoBnusoYaCD5Z2wnDXl%2FXZRfzoIPUzsFqVPJemur1Hb4byyT07oqaTp9Q32D8un37tgLTKbbcVmLC%2BJkd3YQ%2BguQlJl%2FBSRRLdjg9mCiopA%2FVtao%3D%7CsRBSg3CPSiQ%3D%7C1dagBXN%2FqzWP05G%2BUlDX1ajB7zn22IhL%2FEoR%2BVzABjhxPZX%2Fp01LNA%3D%3D%7C&cid=8CU4565A5&crid=235867634&size=300x250&lpid=&tsid=1&ksu=75&chid=&https=0&extKwds=0&kwdsMaxTm=400&ugd=4&maxProviderPixel=&rms=1443035097&&abpl=2
http://257020875.keywordblocks.com/Watch_TV_Online.cfm?&vsid=529654475319908&vi=1443034917271744823&dytm=1443035097368&rtbsd=4&npgv=1&verid=111299&hvsid=00001443035097093011132631825689&upk=1443035097.24469&sttm=1443035097093&=&tdAdd%5B%5D=%7C%40%7Cabp%3A3%3A2&tdAdd%5B%5D=%7C%40%7Cabp%3A3%3A2&kp=3&kbc=1f00ada8a47f773b2eb3db690e0d2352.d2s&kt=240&ki=30365763&ktd=37400987564114180&kbc2=%7C%7Cl=1104%7C%7C&fdkt=240&fp=Yi7zkb8074BK%2Fhi5lpU6U5jACR1L9lkur7wTtV4bvsSE%2BnElEGfgAF%2FPLjrfCdTUjggt4bs98vs27f3sCwplRj0aH%2BLrDQHxaNbVQtLK5p1hs1HZ8M97xCLZyzsZUFjk&c=ghihCAEK8XuMLTlKYej54g&cme=LbT28Bf8SKW1RBblH4bfvbQmBShdAXT7nZ%2FVbFNvDfkL43n2KHX5%2FSfGcly%2BwW5tH4yn%2BRp60SLQpdC1lXLW0iJzcsH8n7aXb2l2UmYZYKRY05cVKURS7yBFjC17fA1f1sJGKJ%2BsZBwNWDpMtRZL2HH70DUHc%2BaKR5E5pn2YsvDH2wB6iMAyFAaUxYW%2FlYiU%7C%7CNDHRnZ9Gz3KXlI%2Bi9OnZqQ%3D%3D%7C5gDUJdTGiJzedmq9hanWYg%3D%3D%7CN7fu2vKt8%2Fs%3D%7CHnVxWKz4PzMlpgyup%2Ft%2BFRzov%2FiSoBnusoYaCD5Z2wnDXl%2FXZRfzoIPUzsFqVPJemur1Hb4byyT07oqaTp9Q32D8un37tgLTKbbcVmLC%2BJkd3YQ%2BguQlJl%2FBSRRLdjg9mCiopA%2FVtao%3D%7CsRBSg3CPSiQ%3D%7C1dagBXN%2FqzWP05G%2BUlDX1ajB7zn22IhL%2FEoR%2BVzABjhxPZX%2Fp01LNA%3D%3D%7C&cid=8CU4565A5&crid=235867634&size=300x250&lpid=&tsid=1&ksu=75&chid=&https=0&extKwds=0&kwdsMaxTm=400&ugd=4&maxProviderPixel=&rms=1443035097&&abpl=2
http://257020875.keywordblocks.com/Latest_Football_News.cfm?&vsid=529654475319908&vi=1443034917271744823&dytm=1443035097368&rtbsd=4&npgv=1&verid=111299&hvsid=00001443035097093011132631825689&upk=1443035097.24469&sttm=1443035097093&=&tdAdd%5B%5D=%7C%40%7Cabp%3A3%3A2&tdAdd%5B%5D=%7C%40%7Cabp%3A3%3A2&tdAdd%5B%5D=%7C%40%7Cabp%3A3%3A2&kp=4&kbc=1f00ada8a47f773b2eb3db690e0d2352.d2s&kt=240&ki=17127622&ktd=37400987547336960&kbc2=%7C%7Cl=1104%7C%7C&fdkt=240&fp=Yi7zkb8074BK%2Fhi5lpU6U5jACR1L9lkur7wTtV4bvsSE%2BnElEGfgAF%2FPLjrfCdTUjggt4bs98vs27f3sCwplRj0aH%2BLrDQHxaNbVQtLK5p1hs1HZ8M97xCLZyzsZUFjk&c=ghihCAEK8XuMLTlKYej54g&cme=LbT28Bf8SKW1RBblH4bfvbQmBShdAXT7nZ%2FVbFNvDfkL43n2KHX5%2FSfGcly%2BwW5tH4yn%2BRp60SLQpdC1lXLW0iJzcsH8n7aXb2l2UmYZYKRY05cVKURS7yBFjC17fA1f1sJGKJ%2BsZBwNWDpMtRZL2HH70DUHc%2BaKR5E5pn2YsvDH2wB6iMAyFAaUxYW%2FlYiU%7C%7CNDHRnZ9Gz3KXlI%2Bi9OnZqQ%3D%3D%7C5gDUJdTGiJzedmq9hanWYg%3D%3D%7CN7fu2vKt8%2Fs%3D%7CHnVxWKz4PzMlpgyup%2Ft%2BFRzov%2FiSoBnusoYaCD5Z2wnDXl%2FXZRfzoIPUzsFqVPJemur1Hb4byyT07oqaTp9Q32D8un37tgLTKbbcVmLC%2BJkd3YQ%2BguQlJl%2FBSRRLdjg9mCiopA%2FVtao%3D%7CsRBSg3CPSiQ%3D%7C1dagBXN%2FqzWP05G%2BUlDX1ajB7zn22IhL%2FEoR%2BVzABjhxPZX%2Fp01LNA%3D%3D%7C&cid=8CU4565A5&crid=235867634&size=300x250&lpid=&tsid=1&ksu=75&chid=&https=0&extKwds=0&kwdsMaxTm=400&ugd=4&maxProviderPixel=&rms=1443035097&&abpl=2
http://257020875.keywordblocks.com/Sports_Online_Streaming.cfm?&vsid=529654475319908&vi=1443034917271744823&dytm=1443035097368&rtbsd=4&npgv=1&verid=111299&hvsid=00001443035097093011132631825689&upk=1443035097.24469&sttm=1443035097093&=&tdAdd%5B%5D=%7C%40%7Cabp%3A3%3A2&tdAdd%5B%5D=%7C%40%7Cabp%3A3%3A2&tdAdd%5B%5D=%7C%40%7Cabp%3A3%3A2&tdAdd%5B%5D=%7C%40%7Cabp%3A3%3A2&kp=5&kbc=1f00ada8a47f773b2eb3db690e0d2352.d2s&kt=240&ki=161827130&ktd=37400987614445820&kbc2=%7C%7Cl=1104%7C%7C&fdkt=240&fp=Yi7zkb8074BK%2Fhi5lpU6U5jACR1L9lkur7wTtV4bvsSE%2BnElEGfgAF%2FPLjrfCdTUjggt4bs98vs27f3sCwplRj0aH%2BLrDQHxaNbVQtLK5p1hs1HZ8M97xCLZyzsZUFjk&c=ghihCAEK8XuMLTlKYej54g&cme=LbT28Bf8SKW1RBblH4bfvbQmBShdAXT7nZ%2FVbFNvDfkL43n2KHX5%2FSfGcly%2BwW5tH4yn%2BRp60SLQpdC1lXLW0iJzcsH8n7aXb2l2UmYZYKRY05cVKURS7yBFjC17fA1f1sJGKJ%2BsZBwNWDpMtRZL2HH70DUHc%2BaKR5E5pn2YsvDH2wB6iMAyFAaUxYW%2FlYiU%7C%7CNDHRnZ9Gz3KXlI%2Bi9OnZqQ%3D%3D%7C5gDUJdTGiJzedmq9hanWYg%3D%3D%7CN7fu2vKt8%2Fs%3D%7CHnVxWKz4PzMlpgyup%2Ft%2BFRzov%2FiSoBnusoYaCD5Z2wnDXl%2FXZRfzoIPUzsFqVPJemur1Hb4byyT07oqaTp9Q32D8un37tgLTKbbcVmLC%2BJkd3YQ%2BguQlJl%2FBSRRLdjg9mCiopA%2FVtao%3D%7CsRBSg3CPSiQ%3D%7C1dagBXN%2FqzWP05G%2BUlDX1ajB7zn22IhL%2FEoR%2BVzABjhxPZX%2Fp01LNA%3D%3D%7C&cid=8CU4565A5&crid=235867634&size=300x250&lpid=&tsid=1&ksu=75&chid=&https=0&extKwds=0&kwdsMaxTm=400&ugd=4&maxProviderPixel=&rms=1443035097&&abpl=2
http://www.samoanews.com/content/en/samoan-language-and-culture-honored-le-fetuao-celebration?quicktabs_1=0#quicktabs-1
http://www.samoanews.com/content/en/samoan-language-and-culture-honored-le-fetuao-celebration?quicktabs_1=1#quicktabs-1
http://www.samoanews.com/content/en/doi-oia-exec-pula-meet-biz-chamber-senate-ulu-project
http://www.samoanews.com/node/72353
http://www.samoanews.com/content/en/treasurer-urges-public-be-patient-tax-refunds
http://www.samoanews.com/node/13308


Copyright 2015 © Osini Faleatasi Inc. dba Samoa News | All Rights Reserved
Letters and Editorial Policies

children in pre-school to high school, as well as parents and community

members. The culture preservation program thrives through community

collaborations and the efforts of staff dedicated to teaching Samoan language

and culture. For more information, please visit www.lefetuao.com.
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