Native Hawaiian Education Council
October 31, 2016

Mr. Lance A. Mizumoto, Chairperson
Mr. Brian De Lima, Vice Chairperson
State of Hawai‘i, Board of Education
P. O. Box 2360
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813
Via: testimony_boe@notes.k12.hi.us
Subject: IV.B.(2) Recommendation for Action on public comment received on the
administrative rules for multiple charter school authorizers at September 27, 2016
public hearing

Dear Mr. Mizumoto and De Lima,
After reviewing the analysis, written testimony and other documents associated with the
agenda item, the Native Hawaiian Education Council provides the following written testimony
in support of the proposed motion on the Board’s general business meeting agenda:
“Moved to recommend the Board 1) adopt the amended Hawaii Administrative Rules Chapters
8-515 and 8-517, as attached as Exhibit B of Board Member Margaret Cox’s memorandum
dated November 1, 2016, provided that any amendments that would require another public
hearing, as determined by the Department of the Attorney General, not be included in the
amended administrative rules to be adopted by the Board; and 2) to authorize Board
Chairperson Lance Mizumoto to sign the rules on behalf of the Board.”
For continued disclosure, the Council’s Executive Director, Dr. Sylvia Hussey, is currently a
State Public Charter School Commissioner, appointed by the Board of Education in June 2016.
The written testimony provided herein is the Council’s testimony and not Dr. Hussey’s.
However, you are free to contact her directly via e-mail (sylvia@nhec.org), office
(808.523.6432) or mobile (808.221.5477) telephone with any questions or comments
regarding the Council’s written testimony.
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Sincerely,

Dr. Lisa M. Watkins-Victorino, Chair
cc: Native Hawaiian Education Council and staff

Native Hawaiian Education Council
October 31, 2016

Margaret Cox, Chair
Pat Bergin, Co-Chair
Student Achievement Committee
State of Hawai‘i, Board of Education
P. O. Box 2360
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813
Via: testimony_boe@notes.k12.hi.us
Subject: Agenda Item V.A. Committee Action on public comment received on the
administrative rules for multiple charter school authorizers at September 27, 2016
public hearing
Dear Ms. Cox and Bergin,
After reviewing the analysis, written testimony and other documents associated with the
agenda item, the Native Hawaiian Education Council provides the following written testimony
in support of the proposed motion:
“Moved to recommend the Board 1) adopt the amended Hawaii Administrative Rules Chapters
8-515 and 8-517, as attached as Exhibit B of Board Member Margaret Cox’s memorandum
dated November 1, 2016, provided that any amendments that would require another public
hearing, as determined by the Department of the Attorney General, not be included in the
amended administrative rules to be adopted by the Board; and 2) to authorize Board
Chairperson Lance Mizumoto to sign the rules on behalf of the Board.”
For continued disclosure, the Council’s Executive Director, Dr. Sylvia Hussey, is currently a
State Public Charter School Commissioner, appointed by the Board of Education in June 2016.
The written testimony provided herein is the Council’s testimony and not Dr. Hussey’s.
However, you are free to contact her directly via e-mail (sylvia@nhec.org), office
(808.523.6432) or mobile (808.221.5477) telephone with any questions or comments
regarding the Council’s written testimony.
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Sincerely,

Dr. Lisa M. Watkins-Victorino, Chair
cc: Native Hawaiian Education Council and staff

Time:

10:30 a.m.

Date:

November 1, 2016

Meeting:

Hawaiʻi State Board of Education Student Achievement Committee

Location:

Queen Liliʻuokalani Building

Re:

SUPPORT regarding Proposed HAR 8-515 and 8-517

Aloha! My name is Waiʻaleʻale Sarsona and I serve as the Managing Director of the Kūamahi
Community Education Group of Kamehameha Schools. As part of the second goal of Kamehameha
Schools’ strategic plan, which guides us to contribute to the communities’ collective efforts to improve
Hawai‘i’s education systems for Native Hawaiian learners, Kamehameha Schools is committed to support
Hawaiian-focused charter schools. Therefore, we are writing to express our support of the Board of
Education’s efforts to establish and implement an authorizer in addition to the existing Hawaiʻi Public
Charter School Commission.
Our comments are intended to support advancement of the proposed “Authorizer” rules and we are
appreciative of the modifications that have been made without delay to the rules implementation process.
We support the intention to establish alternative authorizers, as we recognize that the Hawaiʻi State Public
Charter School Commission is operating at capacity with the current number of charter schools. We
support policies that promote high academic, financial and organizational standards for Hawaiʻi’s charter
schools, and the establishment of an alternative authorizer would promote such standards.
Kamehameha Schools advocates for and supports the achievement of Hawai‘i’s Native Hawaiian public
school students. As such, we have been a collaborator with the Hawai‘i public charter schools for over a
decade. Through our work with Hawaiian-focused public charter schools, we hope to significantly impact
more children and their families through education. We believe that Hawaiian-focused charter schools
provide quality educational choices for our families and ultimately enhance both academic achievement
and engagement for students. We encourage you, the leaders of our government to stand with us in
supporting a move to improve the educational system in Hawai‘i in this way.
Founded in 1887, Kamehameha Schools is a statewide educational system supported by a trust endowed
by Princess Bernice Pauahi Bishop, whose mission is to improve the capability and well-being of Native
Hawaiian learners. We believe that by continuing to engage in dialog around these charter school policies
and proposals, we can contribute in a positive and meaningful way.
E kūlia mau kākou i ka nuʻu! Let’s constantly strive for the summit. Mahalo a nui.

