






HAWAII ADMINISTRATIVE RULES  

TITLE 8 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

SUBTITLE 2 

EDUCATION 

PART 1 

PUBLIC SCHOOL 

CHAPTER 27 

TRANSPORTATION OF STUDENTS 

 

§8-27-2 Definitions. 

“A mile or more,” or any other term of distance shall be 
measured by the shortest walking distance between the closest 
public access to the student’s residence to the closest 
accessible area of the school or the student's bus stop, as 
measured by the department; 

“A student with physical and/or health problems” means a 
student with a temporary (ten or more school days) condition 
who, because of the condition is unable to walk to school as 
determined by the [complex area superintendent] department; 

“Home school” means the school within the geographic attendance 
area which the student shall attend according to the student’s 
legal residence. 

 

“Redistricting” means a redefining of a public school 
attendance area; 

 

§8-27-5 Eligibility. (a) Fare free riders shall include: 

(1) Elementary students who reside a mile or more 
from school, and secondary students who reside 
1.5 miles or more from school, attend the 



school in their public school attendance 
area, and are: 

(A) A member of a family receiving [welfare] 
financial assistance pursuant to department of 
human services administrative rules; or 

(B) A member of a family which [meets current 
income poverty guidelines of the 
U.S.Department of Agriculture criteria to 
receive free school lunch] has been certified 
eligible by the department of human services 
to participate in the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program; 

(H)  A child of a parent who is on active 
military duty as defined in U.S. Code Title 
10, Subtitle A, Part I, Chapter 1, Section 
101. 

 
 
§8-27-8 Exemption from the one-mile and 1.5-mile qualifying 
distances. (a) An exemption from the one-mile and 1.5-mile 
distances required under section 8-27-5 may be granted by the 
assistant superintendent on a year to year basis if an 
exemption is necessary for the health and safety of students if 
other options that will mitigate hazards are not available or 
are not cost effective. 
  
(b) Applications for exemptions shall be submitted to the 

assistant superintendent and shall state the specific 
exemption requested, the reasons why the exemption should be 
granted, the duration of the exemption, and any other 
pertinent information. 
 

(c) The assistant superintendent shall advise the applicant of 
the decision within thirty calendar days after receiving an 
application. 

 


