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Law Journals and Reviews

Helping Hawaii's Diverse Community of English Language Learners:  Does
the Hawai`i Department of Education Meet Federal Standards for English
Language Learner Programs?  38 UH L. Rev. 35 (2016).

§302A-251  School year; student hours.  (a)  Notwithstanding any other
law to the contrary, beginning with the 2011-2013 school years, all public
schools, excluding charter schools and multi-track public schools, shall
implement a school year of one hundred eighty days, excluding professional
development days and other non-instructional days negotiated pursuant to
chapter 89.

(b)  Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary:
(1)  For the 2011-2012 school year, fifty per cent of all public

elementary schools in the State, excluding charter schools and
multi-track public schools, shall implement a school year that
includes nine hundred fifteen student hours; and

(2)  Beginning with the 2012-2013 school year, all public elementary
schools in the State, excluding charter schools and multi-track
public schools, shall implement a school year that includes nine
hundred fifteen student hours.

(c)  Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, for the 2015-2016
school year, all public secondary schools, excluding charter schools and
multi-track public schools, shall implement a school year that includes
nine hundred ninety student hours.

(d)  Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, beginning with the
2016-2017 school year, all public schools, excluding charter schools and
multi-track public schools, shall implement a school year of one hundred
eighty days, excluding professional development days and other non-
instructional days negotiated pursuant to chapter 89, that shall include
one thousand eighty student hours for both elementary and secondary school
grades.

(e)  The board, in its discretion, may grant a waiver to any
individual school subject to the student hours or one hundred eighty day
school year requirements in this section.  The board shall adopt policies
and procedures to grant a waiver under this subsection.

(f)  For purposes of this section, "student hours" shall be inclusive
of the full school day in alignment with the State's general learner
outcomes.

(g)  The department of education, with the board of education and
office of the governor, and in consultation with representatives of the
affected collective bargaining units, shall submit to the legislature, no
later than twenty days prior to the convening of the regular sessions of
2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016, a report on its progress and efforts to meet
the requirements of subsections (a), (b), (c), and (d). [L 2010, c 167, §3;
am L 2011, c 52, §1; am L 2015, c 21, §1]
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POLICY 101-12 

ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS FOR PARTICIPATION IN CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

Students participating in co-curricular activities must have at least an overall 2.0 grade point 
average (“GPA”) and be passing in courses required for graduation. “Participating,” as used in 
this policy, does not include participation in rehearsals, practices, or tryouts. Activities which are 
essential and integral to any particular course are not affected by the policy. 

The Department of Education shall establish guidelines to implement this policy. 

[Approved: 05/05/2015 (as Board Policy 101.12); amended: 06/21/2016 (renumbered as Board 
Policy 101-12)] 

Former policy 4520 history:  approved: 08/1985; amended: 03/1988 (renumbered), 08/1997 
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Note:  This version of Board Policy 102-15, High School Graduation Requirements and 
Commencement, shall take affect School Year 2011-2012, and shall apply to students 
beginning with the incoming eighth grade class.  

POLICY 102-15 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS AND COMMENCEMENT 

A. Requirements for High School Graduation.  The purpose of high school graduation
requirements is to establish rigorous standards of learning that will enable all public school
students to meet the vision of a Hawaii public school graduate.  All Hawaii public school
graduates will:

 Realize their individual goals and aspirations;
 Possess the attitudes, knowledge, and skills necessary to contribute positively and

compete in a global society;
 Exercise the rights and responsibilities of citizenship; and
 Pursue post-secondary education and/or careers.

Students who demonstrate proficiency in the State Standards and General Learner Outcomes in 
the required courses or proficiency based equivalents shall receive a Hawaii High School 
Diploma.  Proficiency shall be determined in accordance with established Department of 
Education procedures. 

The minimum course and credit requirements to receive a high school graduation diploma are:  

Course 
Requirements 

Hawaii High School Diploma 

English 4.0 credits including English Language Arts 1 (1 credit), English 
Language Arts 2 (1 credit), and Expository Writing (0.5 credit) and 
1.5 credits of common core aligned language arts electives or 
proficiency based equivalents 

Social Studies 4.0 credits including U.S. History and Government (1 credit), World 
History and Culture (1 credit), Modern History of Hawaii (0.5 credit) 
and Participation in a Democracy (0.5 credit) and 1 credit of 
standards based social studies elective or proficiency based 
equivalent 

Mathematics** 3.0 credits including Algebra 1 (1 credit), Geometry (1 credit) and 1 
credit of common core aligned math elective or proficiency based 
equivalent 

Science 3.0 credits including Biology and 2 credits of standards based 
science electives or proficiency based equivalents 
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World Language 

Fine Arts 

Career and 
Technical Education 

2.0 credits in one of the specified programs of study or proficiency 
based equivalents 

Physical Education  1.0 credit or proficiency based equivalent 

Health 0.5 credit or proficiency based equivalent 

Personal/ Transition 
Plan 

0.5 credit 

Electives 6.0 credits 

Total 24.0 credits 

A  Hawaii High School Diploma shall be issued to students who meet the course and credit 
requirements. 

High school diplomas may be granted to 16-year-olds and 17-year-olds who have qualified for 
graduation through adult schools. 

*DOE will establish a process for developing and approving all proficiency-based equivalents
similar to the process followed for all other new Authorized Courses and Code Numbers.

** A series of courses that satisfy the minimum learning expectations for all students as 
delineated in the College and Career Readiness Standards that are encompassed by the 
Common Core State Standards (“CCSS”) for Mathematics. 

The graduation requirement for a high school diploma for students with disabilities shall be the 
same as students without disabilities. 

B. Commencement Exercises.  Commencement exercises may be scheduled any time after the
last day of school for seniors.  The last day of school for seniors shall be set by the Department
of Education.  Students shall be permitted to participate in commencement exercises if they:  (1)
meet the requirements for a diploma or a certificate; (2) have fulfilled their financial obligations;
and (3) meet other conditions, established by the Department of Education, which meet the
standards of clarity, reasonableness, and justifiability.

[Approved: 05/19/2015 (as Board Policy 104.1); amended: 06/21/2016 (renumbered as Board 
Policy 102-15)] 

Former policy 4540 history:  former code no. 5127; approved: 05/1947; amended: 01/1959, 
06/1959, 06/1960, 02/1964, 08/1978, 03/1988, 03/1997, 06/2004, 03/06/2008 
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POLICY 500-26 

NEW STUDENT ORIENTATION 

Secondary schools may establish a one-day orientation program on the first school instructional 
day which is attended exclusively by students in the incoming grade provided that: 

1. The decision is approved by the school community council;

2. All staff report for a full day of work; and

3. All grade levels report for a full day of instruction on the succeeding day.

Orientation programs provided under this policy shall constitute a waiver to the student hours 
required pursuant to section 302A-251, Hawaii Revised Statutes. 

Rationale:  The transition to secondary school may be difficult and may cause stress and 
anxiety for both parents and students.  School data indicate that students in the incoming grade 
level experience the most difficulty in school adjustment.  A one-day orientation program on the 
first school instructional day attended exclusively by students in the incoming grade may be 
beneficial to the entire school community. 

[Approved: 12/01/2015 (as Board Policy 500.26); amended: 06/21/2016 (renumbered as Board 
Policy 500-26)] 

Former policy 4165 history:  approved: 06/1997; amended: 11/1998 
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SP 4510.3 Released Time for Conferences to Report Student Progress 

Approved: 05/03/2016 (as Board Policy 102.12); amended: 06/21/2016 (renumbered as Board 
Policy 102-12)
Former policy 4501 history: approved: 07/1996; amended: 09/1997, 06/2003 
Former policy 4510 history: approved: 10/1970; amended: 06/1983, 03/1988, 04/2000, 06/2003 
Regulations Adopted: 3/59; Am. 5/59; 10/70; Rescinded 9/74; Re-adopted 5/75,  
Former code 5125 

Released time for conferences to report student progress are subject to the following 
regulations: 

1. That dismissal of classes by limited to:
a. The hour immediately before the end of the student day;
b. Ten days in any one year.

2. That appropriate means be determined by the principal that a majority of the parents
approved the dismissal of classes for the purpose of holding conferences to report
student progress.

3. That the plans for released time be made known to the district superintendent and
approved in advance of the scheduled dates for dismissing classes.

4. That specific provisions be made for the evaluation of the released time project,
including problems encountered.

5. That a report be made to the district superintendent on the results and evaluation of the
first released time project in any school.

6. That provisions be made to supervise students in school when dismissal prior to the
regular time creates undue hardship on the parents.

7. That students not be penalized when the parents are unable or unwilling to participate in
early dismissal provisions of conferences.
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SP 2404: Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten 
1. Purpose

To provide kindergarten programs to all children who meet entrance requirements and
pre-kindergarten education to children, ages three to five, who are participating in DOE
preschool programs.

2. Effective
Immediately.  This SP supersedes Regulation 2404.1.

3. Applies to
All elementary schools.

4. Background
Hawaii Revised Statues (HRS), Section 302A-1132 establishes compulsory school
attendance requirements for Hawaii’s children (see Reference (c), HRS 303A-1132.  Act,
178 Hawaii State Legislature Session, 2012 changed the age criteria for kindergarten
entry. Additionally, the Department of Education (DOE) has always provided pre-
kindergarten education for children age three to five who qualify for services under the
provisions of the Individual with Disabilities Act (IDEA).  In 2014, pre-kindergarten
programs were implemented at DOE pilot schools for students who did not meet the
kindergarten age requirement.  In addition to the age requirement, enrollment in this
program is dependent upon family income and limited to 20 students per class.

The Board of Education (BOE), recognizing the positive impact kindergarten attendance
has in promoting school readiness, supports these programs via BOE Policy 2404.

5. Guidelines
Enrollment of Kindergarten Students:  All elementary schools should offer qualified
children access to a kindergarten program, following entry requirements established by
Act 178 and HRS 304A-1132.

Enrollment Age of Kindergarten Students:  As required by HRS 302A-1132, elementary
schools need to adhere to age requirements when registering students. Based on Act 76
of 2004, parents of children five years of age on or before July 31 of the school year
shall enroll the child in kindergarten.

NOTES:
• For information regarding students ages three to five who qualify for pre-

school services under IDEA refer to SP 2160 and Special Education
Website (See Reference (d), BOE Policy 2160 and (h) Special
Education website.)

• For information regarding the DOE’s pre-kindergarten program, please
refer to the DOE website (www.hawaiipublicschools.org)

Registration: Use registration forms provided by the elementary school. 
Individual school websites may also contain information about their Kindergarten 
programs.  
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Transition/Orientation: Elementary schools need to have a transition process in place to 
help families and staff ensure that the child’s transition from home to pre-kindergarten (if 
applicable) or kindergarten is as smooth as possible.  Whenever feasible, this transition 
process should include orientation for parents and new students.  While planning for this 
process, schools must still meet the minimum required hours of “student time” per school 
year as required in Hawaii Revised Statutes 302A-251.  This statute requires elementary 
schools to meet 915 hours of “student time: in school year 2015-2016; 1080 hours in 
school years 2016 – 2017 and 2017-2018; and 1146 hours in 2018 – 2019.  Schools 
should ensure that a) the orientation does not exceed five school days; b) parents/legal 
guardians are informed of the purpose of the orientation and the critical role they play in 
the education of their child; and c) parents/legal guardians are provided information 
about the orientation session’s schedule and purpose no later than two weeks prior to 
the orientation date for their child.  

Complex Area Superintendent Responsibility:  The Complex Area Superintendent 
should approve any variation from the transition procedures stated in the section above, 
especially those related to the orientation schedule. 

Developmentally-Appropriate Teaching Strategies:  The pre-kindergarten and 
kindergarten program should be student-centered and provide developmentally 
appropriate teaching strategies and learning activities (see Reference (b), BOE Policy 
2235). 

Assessment:  Assessment of young children is complex and must adhere to best 
practice and knowledge of young children.  In addition, schools must have a clear 
purpose and plan for the collection and use of assessment information.   

Assessments must a) benefit the children and adults who work with children; b) be used 
for the purposes for which they are designed; c) provide useful, valid and reliable data; 
and d) include the developmental domains of young children and multiple tools to gather 
data. 

6. SP Maintenance Responsibility
The Education Specialist for Early Childhood/Kindergarten in the Office of Curriculum,
Instruction, and Student Support is responsible for maintenance, administration, and
questions regarding this SP.

7. References, Resources, and Forms
The following resources may provide access to statutory, policy, and contractual
authorities; and closely related SPs, procedures, and forms.  Click anywhere below to
access the linked page.
(a) HRS Section 302A-1132
(b) BOE Policy 2404, (Kindergarten)
(c) BOE Policy 2235 (Developmentally-Appropriate Teaching)
(d) BOE Policy 2160, Special Education and Related Services
(e) Information on Preparing Children for Kindergarten
(f) Information on Kindergarten Prep
(g) Special Education website for information regarding pre-kindergarten services

for children who qualify for pre-school services under IDEA
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Forms 
None 
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