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SUMMER READING ROCK STARS!
This year’s theme, Libraries Rock! got patrons statewide into the 2018 Summer
Reading Program (SRP) groove to rock out reading to the tune of 15,380,586
minutes – 18% over the goal and 33% more than last year! Here’s how:
Rallied Communities to Achieve Shared Goal of reading 13 million minutes
statewide during the SRP. Readers were spurred on as the online real-time reading
tally grew to ultimately exceed the inaugural statewide SRP reading challenge.
Built-in New Learning Activities to increase awareness and use of the extensive
reading and learning resources available at branches and online with just a library
card. Special decal stickers were given for completing three activity categories.
Launched New Tracker App to allow readers to log reading and completed learning
activities on mobile phones.
Simplified with How-To Videos guiding viewers on using the SRP website and
Tracker App to easily track reading and learning activities online.
Enacted Same Day Start to register and begin reading and logging all together from
the get go!

REVVED UP WITH HIGH-FLYIN’ INCENTIVE
Mahalo nui loa to the Friends of the Library of Hawai‘i (FLH) and
Alaska Airlines® for providing a truly GRAND drawing prize of a
roundtrip for four to anywhere Alaska Airlines® flies! Energized
participants earned an automatic entry for: signing up for SRP,
every 100 minutes read logged online up to 2,000 minutes,
and each completed learning activity category logged online.
AND, THE WINNER IS… Second-grader Kā‘eoapuleloa Acopan
was announced as the grand prize winner during a Facebook
Live-broadcasted celebration held at Aiea Public Library on
August 1, 2018. Kā‘eo and his family plan to go to the “happiest
place on earth” – Disney World!

KICKED OFF ROCKIN’ AT LIVE MUSIC FUN-FEST
Headliners The Tonga Sisters, The Stellar Cats, and the Honpa Hongwanji Dharma Taiko
Group launched LIBRARIES ROCK! with heart-thrilling performances on the Great Lawn
at the Hawaii State Library (HSL) on June 2, 2018.
Hawaii’s First Lady Dawn Amano-Ige, Department of Education’s Superintendent
Christina Kishimoto, and Miss Hawaii’s Outstanding Teen 2018 Sophia Stark gave shout
outs for SRP and encouraged all to join in the summer of reading fun! Emcee Shannon
Scott kept the estimated 400 family members in attendance in tune with all of the
interactive fun and treats rockin’ outside and inside the library.
Guest readers Dawn Amano-Ige, Meadow Gold Dairies’ (MGD’s) Calci, Lani Moo and
Kawika, and 10-year old Ryley Hu captivated with entertaining storytimes.
Keiki flocked to “moo-racas” instrument and painted rock crafts (hosted by MGD and
HouseMart Ace Hardware and Ben Franklin Crafts, respectively), a storybook walk,
giant keyboard hop, and made-to-order balloon twists.
Ever-supportive sponsors treated all to customized luggage tags (Alaska Airlines);
mini-flying disc toys (Hawaii State FCU), media sale benefitting HSL (FLH), freshly
baked chocolate chip cookies (McDonald’s Restaurants of Hawaii), refreshing POG and
Iced Passion Tango tea beverages (MGD and Starbucks Coffee), and added activity
assistance (First Insurance Company of Hawaii Charitable Foundation [FICOHCF]).
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CHILDREN
10,252 children signed up and 6,984 of them
participated to achieve reading 5,235,206 minutes –
13% more than last year.
39% of participants logged reading of 600 minutes
or more during the program (2% points more than
last year). 26% of participants logged reading of
1,000 minutes or more during the program.
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5% preferred not to respond or non-conforming

because of the
program+

Grade Level

Building reading excitement and joy is SRP’s key
goal for this age group. We were over the moon
to see how this young reader from Kahului
Baptist Preschool took her love of reading on the
road by creating her own bookmobile and books
for other keiki to borrow and read.

TOP BOOKS READ:
BABIES & TODDLERS

CHILDREN 5-12 YRS

1. Green Eggs and Ham
2. Goodnight Moon

1. Diary of a Wimpy
Kid: Greg Heffley's
Journal

3. The Very Hungry
Caterpillar

2. Harry Potter and
the Sorcerer's Stone

Dr. Seuss, Adrian Edmondson
Margaret Wise Brown

Jeff Kinney

J.K. Rowling

Eric Carle

3. The Dork Diaries Books
Rachel Renée Russell

+Based on 186 survey responses received from children

ADULTS
6,361 adults signed up and 4,097 of them participated
to achieve reading 7,286,691 minutes – 58% more
than last year.

4,097

adults read

77%

READ MORE

67% of participants logged reading of 600 minutes or because of the
program*
more during the program (3% points more than last
year). 55% of participants logged reading of 1,000 minutes
or more during the program.

7,286,691
minutes

Gender

11% preferred not to respond or non-conforming

Age Range

Adults expressed their continued appreciation for the SRP to
serve as a reminder and even “gives them permission” to read more
during the summer for personal enjoyment and growth.
The top book read during the SRP for those 26 years and older was
The Holy Bible and the next top reads are listed here.

TOP BOOKS READ:
ADULTS 19-25 YRS

ADULTS 26-50 YRS

1. Flowers in the Attic

1. Harry Potter and
the Sorcerer's Stone

V.C. Andrews

2. One Piece (Manga Series)
Eiichiro Oda

J.K. Rowling

3. The Clarity Cleanse

2. A Dance with
Dragons

ADULTS 51+ YRS

3. Harry Potter and the
Goblet of Fire

Habib Sadeghi

1. The President is Missing
James Patterson, Bill Clinton

J.K. Rowling

J.K. Rowling

2. The Fallen

David Baldacci

3. Shelter in Place
Nora Roberts
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*Based on 304 survey responses received from adults

TEENS
3,144 teens signed up and 1,960 of them participated to
achieve reading 2,858,689 minutes – 22% more than last year.

1,960

teens read

82%

2,858,689
minutes

Gender

READ MORE
59% of participants logged reading of 600 minutes or
more during the program (2% points more than last year). because of the
program
program+
45% of participants logged reading of 1,000 minutes or more
during the program.

6% preferred not to respond or non-conforming

Grade Level

This year’s Oahu Teen SRP Finale event was held at
Kahala Mall’s center stage on August 4, 2018. Teen finalists
engaged in rousing game-like activities, involving music and
pizza, to determine their prize awards for participating in the SRP.
Marketing Director Leah Allen of Hawaii Pizza Hut (HPH),
was on hand to present finalists with the fun tech and
experience prizes generously provided by HPH for the event
(HPH has been a valued Teen SRP sponsor for 26 years. They
also generously provided teen lucky drawing prizes for 26
neighbor island libraries.
Finalists and event attendees were entertained by radio
personality emcee Mele Apana and popular alternative band
Close The Distance, (formerly known as EMKE), which were
sponsored by the Friends of the Library of Hawai‘i.

+Based on 83 survey responses received from teens

TOP BOOKS READ:
TEENS 13-15 YRS

TEENS 16-18 YRS

1. Harry Potter and the
Goblet of Fire

1. The Light Within Her

J.K. Rowling

2. Harry Potter and
the Sorcerer's Stone
J.K. Rowling

3. City of Bones

A S. Rountree

2. Unearthly
Cynthia Hand

3. 1984

George Orwell

Cassandra Clare

PARENTS/CAREGIVERS

OVERALL TOP BOOKS READ:

Mahalo to parents, kupuna and caregivers who diligently encourage
reading by exposing their children to the resources the libraries have
to offer to read, explore and take part in learning activities during the
SRP. They shared an increasing desire to participate in family friendly
activities and to provide alternatives to technology, based on 127
survey responses received from them.

Harry Potter and Harry Potter and the
the Sorcerer's Stone
Goblet of Fire
J.K. Rowling

J.K. Rowling

The President is
Missing
James Patterson,
Bill Clinton
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FROM OPERA THEATER TO “MOO-RACAS” CRAFTING

A variety of 55 musically inspired programs and activities drew 2,434 keiki to kupuna to libraries statewide during the summer, thanks
to the support of SRP sponsors FLH, MGD, and FICOHCF. Many of the artists featured were arranged through the Statewide Cultural
Extension Program (SCEP) through the University of Hawaii’s Outreach College and supplemented with funding from the Hawaii State
Foundation on Culture and the Arts and the National Endowment for the Arts.

LEARNINGS GUIDE HOW SRP SHOULD ROCK ON
SRP’s second year of being online went smoothly with more feeling comfortable using it and liking the streamlining improvements made
by service provider Beanstack. New experience-enhancing trials were implemented with positive results reflected in overall increases in
patron survey ratings.
Activated “We Can Do It” Spirit with the inaugural statewide reading challenge that mobilized our “community of readers” to exceed the
goal. The successful result suggests that enhancing the altruistic value for achieving the goal may motivate even greater participation and
will be explored.
Garnered Attention-Grabbing Allure with Air Travel Prize that attracted sign-ups, maintained reading enthusiasm through program end,
generated winner reveal interest, and drew media for winner reveal coverage—all boosting greater awareness of SRP and HSPLS. Hana
hou, as Alaska Airlines® has generously agreed to provide another air travel prize for next year!
Experienced Growing Pains with New Tracker App introduced by Beanstack at the start of SRP to log reading and completed activities
from mobile phones. Patron feedback from app users was split between those that “loved it” and those that said “not so much”. Many
other patrons reported they were unaware of the availability of the app. Improvements for the app are in the works at Beanstack and better
promotion of the app and its use will be done for future online reading programs.
Simplified “Doing” Helped participants jump in to register, read and start logging online on the same day together with the support of
how-to videos available for quick 24/7 reference. The videos were viewed over 3,300 times by patrons and library staff combined and
deemed very helpful in providing easy and useful information to navigate through the SRP website and new tracker app.
Encouraged Advocacy by Public Schools to promote SRP participation to their students before the end of school session by presenting
program workings and reward offerings during an online webinar with public school librarians. The live session allowed participants to ask
questions and gain insight to all the benefits to be presented to students along with the provided promotional flyer to encourage their
participation. A recording of the session was also made available for later viewing by school librarians unable to attend. Further
collaborative efforts with public schools will continue.
Tested Ceilings for Rewards with reading goals for all age groups being increased
to 300, 600, and 1,000 minutes read to earn rewards (from last year’s low
introductory goals of 100, 300, and 600 minutes read) to assess motivational levels
going forward. Results show that the increased goal levels worked for teens and
adults in motivating them to increase their average minutes read during the
program by 39% and 40%, respectively. In addition, the percentage of teens and
adults that completed 1,000 or more minutes read were very positive at 45% and
55%, respectively. Feedback from teens also indicated their desire for an added
challenge of sorts to attract more of their peers to participate and will be explored.
Results for children participants were quite different and,
as such, the goal levels will be reduced going forward.
While children participants’ average minutes read
increased by 25%, only 25% completed 1,000 or more
minutes read during the program. In addition, feedback
from parents and library staff alike supported lower
goal levels for rewards for children to better nurture and
encourage reading enjoyment vital during their formative
years. AND, of course to welcome more proud smiles like
this to our libraries year round!

JOIN US IN SUMMER 2019
Explore SPACE in honor of the
50th anniversary of the Apollo Moon Landing!
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Mahalo to our 2018
Summer Reading Sponsors!
The Summer Reading Programs are funded 100%
by monetary and in-kind donations from the
Friends of the Library of Hawai‘i and other
dedicated corporate sponsors.

