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November 18, 2021 
 
 
 
TO:  The Honorable Kili Namauʻu 
  Chairperson, Student Achievement Committee 
 
FROM:  Keith T. Hayashi 
  Interim Superintendent 
 
SUBJECT: Presentation on Student Academic Status for the 2021-2022 School 

Year:  Analysis of English Language Arts and Math Universal Screener 
Data for Elementary and Middle Schools 

 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
The Hawaii State Department of Education (Department) continues to address the critical 
needs of students and make instructional decisions for intervention and acceleration.  The 
universal screener data is primarily used as a diagnostic student assessment and is 
typically used to see where students are at the beginning of the school year; monitor 
progress at mid-year; and assess growth toward the end of the school year.  The data has 
been disaggregated by student subgroups to provide a base comparison.   

 
DESCRIPTION 

 
On October 21, 2021, the Department provided preliminary English Language Arts (ELA) 
and mathematics universal screener data for elementary and middle schools for quarter 
one of School Year (SY) 2021-2022.    

 
In the current analysis, the universal screener data has been updated and disaggregated 
by grade level and proficiency.  At the end of the first quarter, 90% of the students in 
grades 1 through 8 were screened; this represents 85,291 students in ELA and 87,773 
students in mathematics.  This data has been disaggregated by student subgroups, which 
include: economically disadvantaged students; students with disabilities; English Learners; 
and ethnicity.   

 
 



 
The Honorable Kili Namau’u 
November 18, 2021 
Page 2 
 
 
PRESENTATION 

 
This presentation provides the state-level disaggregated data for the first quarter ELA and 
mathematics universal screener information for elementary and middle schools.  The 
universal screener data has been disaggregated by subgroups and analyzed to determine 
where students are at the beginning of this school year.  The data was also analyzed to 
compare the same-student screener proficiencies between fall of SY 2020-2021 and Fall 
of SY 2021-2022. Data tables are organized to show the percent of students that improved 
or remained on grade level (titled as “gains” in the data tables) and the percent of students 
that dropped or remained two or more grade levels below.  
 
 
KTH:ct 
Attachment 
 
c: Office of Curriculum and Instructional Design 
 Office of Student Support Services 
 Office of Strategy, Innovation and Performance 
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Universal Screener - Elementary & Middle Schools

English Language Arts 
(ELA)*

Mathematics
(Math)

On or above grade level 34.1%
29,109

25.4%
22,299

One grade level below 34.0%
28,963

42.5%
37,261

Two or more grade levels below 31.9%
27,219

32.1%
28,213

Data is as of end of first quarter 2021-2022
*Includes Reading, Early Literacy, and English Language Arts

SY 2021-2022 - Fall Student Proficiency Summary
The universal screener data shows that a higher percentage of students are on or 
above grade level in ELA (34.1%) as compared to Math (25.4%).  Both ELA and 
math data show 32% or one third of the students are two or more grade levels 
below.
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Universal Screener Grade Level Proficiency
English Language Arts
ELA Gr 1 Gr 2 Gr 3 Gr 4 Gr 5 Gr 6 Gr 7 Gr 8 Total

On or above grade level 26.2% 32.2% 45.4% 33.9% 33.5% 32.3% 33.8% 34.6%

2,725 3,637 5,279 3,926 3,933 3,542 2,683 3,384 29,109

One grade level below 63.9% 40.9% 23.5% 38.8% 28.2% 25.8% 23.9% 25.2%

6,653 4,618 2,728 4,485 3,299 2,823 1,896 2,461 28,963

Two or more grades 
below

9.9% 26.9% 31.1% 27.3% 38.3% 41.9% 42.3% 40.2%

1,033 3,038 3,623 3,156 4,492 4,589 3,360 3,928 27,219

Grand Total 10,411 11,293 11,630 11,567 11,724 10,954 7,939 9,773 85,291

Data is as of end of first quarter 2021-2022
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Universal Screener Grade Level Proficiency
Mathematics

Math Gr 1 Gr 2 Gr 3 Gr 4 Gr 5 Gr 6 Gr 7 Gr 8 Total

On or above grade level 19.5% 19.7% 21.0% 25.5% 29.8% 29.5% 29.3% 29.4%

1,995 2,246 2,465 2,961 3,519 3,398 2,527 3,188 22,299

One grade level below 65.7% 49.6% 44.8% 40.8% 37.7% 33.9% 34.1% 33.2%

6,737 5,649 5,238 4,737 4,443 3,907 2,946 3,604 37,261

Two or more grades 
below

14.8% 30.7% 34.2% 33.7% 32.5% 36.6% 36.6% 37.4%

1,524 3,503 4,003 3,909 3,835 4,220 3,160 4,059 28,213

Grand Total 10,256 11,398 11,706 11,607 11,797 11,525 8,633 10,851 87,773

Data is as of end of first quarter 2021-2022

4



OFFICE OF THE
Deputy Superintendent

ELA All Students Economically 
Disadvantaged

Students with 
Disabilities English Learners Non-High 

Needs

On or above 
grade level

ELA: 29,109
Math: 22,299

ELA: 23%
Math: 16%

ELA: 6%
Math: 6%

ELA: 12%
Math: 9%

ELA: 51%
Math: 39%

One grade level 
below

ELA: 28,963
Math: 37,261

ELA: 35%
Math: 41%

ELA: 19%
Math: 22%

ELA: 31%
Math: 34%

ELA: 33%
Math: 45%

Two or more 
grades below

ELA: 27,219
Math: 28,213

ELA: 42%
Math: 43%

ELA: 75%
Math: 72%

ELA: 57%
Math: 57%

ELA: 16%
Math: 16%

Universal Screener Proficiency Levels for Economically 
Disadvantaged Students; Students with Disabilities; and 
English Learners English Language Arts and Mathematics

Data is as of end of first quarter 2021-2022 5
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Universal Screener Proficiency Levels By Race /Ethnicities 
English Language Arts and Mathematics

English 
Language Arts

All 
Students

Asian 
(excluding 
Filipino)

Filipino Micronesian Native 
Hawaiian

Pac. Islander 
(excl. Native 
Hawaiian & 
Micronesian)

White All other 
ethnicities

On or above 
grade level

ELA: 
29,109
Math: 

22,299

ELA: 
52.3%
Math:
45.9%

ELA:
35.7%
Math:
24.8%

ELA:
9.4%
Math:
5.2%

ELA:
19.7%
Math:
14.8%

ELA:
20.0%
Math:
13.1%

ELA:
44.6%
Math:
32.4%

ELA:
32.2%
Math:
20.2%

One grade 
level below

ELA: 
28,963
Math: 

37,261

ELA: 
30.1%
Math:
39.7%

ELA:
35.6%
Math:
46.0%

ELA:
28.5%
Math:
27.9%

ELA:
35.2%
Math:
40.7%

ELA:
36.5%
Math:
41.3%

ELA:
34.0%
Math:
45.5%

ELA:
35.3%
Math:
44.7%

Two or more 
grades 
below

ELA: 
27,219
Math: 

28,213

ELA:
17.6%
Math:
14.4%

ELA:
28.7%
Math:
29.2%

ELA:
62.1%
Math:
66.9%

ELA:
45.1%
Math:
44.5%

ELA:
43.5%
Math:
45.6%

ELA:
21.4%
Math:
22.1%

ELA:
32.5%
Math:
35.1%

Data is as of end of first quarter 2021-2022
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Universal Screener Fall Proficiency Levels Comparison 
between SY 2020-2021 and SY 2021-2022
English Language Arts

Students who:

Gain -improved or remained on or    

above grade

Stick - stayed the same

Slide - dropped or remained two or 

more grades below

Fall SY 2021-2022

Two or more 
grade levels 
below

One grade 
level below

On or above 
grade level Total

Fall SY 
2020-2021

Two or more 
grade levels 
below

20.6% 4.5% 0.8% 25.9%

One grade 
level below 10.4% 15.4% 7.2% 33.0%

On or above 
grade level 4.0% 10.4% 26.7% 41.1%

Total 35.0% 30.3% 34.7% 100.0%

Data is as of end of first quarter 2021-2022 7
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Data is as of end of first quarter 2021-2022

Universal Screener Fall Proficiency Levels Comparison 
between SY 2020-2021 and SY 2021-2022
Mathematics

Students who:

Gain -improved or remained on or    

above grade

Stick - stayed the same

Slide - dropped or remained two or 

more grades below

Fall SY 2021-2022

Two or more 
grade levels 
below

One grade 
level below

On or above 
grade level Total

Fall SY 
2020-2021

Two or more 
grade levels 
below

19.4% 4.8% 0.4% 24.6%

One grade 
level below 11.1% 24.4% 6.8% 42.3%

On or above 
grade level 3.4% 10.8% 18.9% 33.1%

Total 33.9% 40.0% 26.1% 100.0%

Data is as of end of first quarter 2021-2022 8
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Wheeler Middle School: Teacher-Student Relationships 

National Results 

Teacher-Student Relationship Trends
9

Wheeler Middle School students.
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Systems of Instructional Practice: Structured Teacher 
Planning Time 

Data Tracker Unit Feedback
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Systems of Instructional Practice: Teacher Data Chats 
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Growth Reports

Over 50% of our students make more 
than 1 year’s worth of growth each year 

Math

ELA

In SY 19-20
Tier 1 increased from 37% to 52%
Tier 3 decreased from 22% to 15%

Strive HI Growth Percentiles 

Beginning of year 

Mid-year

12
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Systems of Student Support: Collaboration Aloha 
Respect Empower Data 

Teacher 
observation 
Panorama 

CARE (2-3 
times 

weeks09)
Grade Level 

VPs & 
Teachers 

Student 
Support Plans 

Services: 
MFLAC, 
ASACs, 

Tripler, SSAs

Student Support Plans 

Student Success Data 

Coursework    Attendance   Behavior   SEL
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Math Achievement 

ELA Achievement 

56%

73%

50%

66%

2021

14

Wheeler Middle School students. Wheeler Middle School students.

Wheeler Middle School campus.




