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    OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 

 
 
 
 
 
August 15, 2024 
 
 
 
TO:  The Honorable Wesley Lo 
  Chairperson, Board of Education 
 
FROM:  Keith T. Hayashi 
  Superintendent 
 
SUBJECT: Report of the Superintendent: (A) Opening of School Year (B) Awards and 

Recognitions for Students, Employees and/or Schools 
 
 
UPDATE 
 
The attached presentation highlights key milestones for the Department of Education 
(Department): opening of the school year and recent awards and recognitions for Department 
students and employees. 
  
In addition, the Department continues to provide regular updates to communicate about 
our public schools: 

● Ho‘oha‘aheo: Weekly newsletter with Department highlights (38,000 subscribers); 
● HIDOE Huddle: Monthly newsletter with staff announcements; 
● HawaiiPublicSchools.org: Public website (over 6,000 users daily); and 
● Social media: Facebook, Instagram, X, LinkedIn (over 63,000 followers). 
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Attachment: Report of the Superintendent 
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Agenda Item V: Report of the Superintendent 

A. Opening of school year
B. Awards and recognitions for students, employees,

and/or schools

Keith T. Hayashi, Superintendent

Hawai‘i State Board of Education
General Business Meeting
August 15, 2024
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School Administrative 
Services Assistant Summit 

held on June 14, 2024.

School Food Services 
Manager Summit held on July 

30, 2024.

Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
Education Summit for 

educators on July 26, 2024.
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Education Leadership Institute for educational 
officers on July 23, 2024.

Hawai‘i’s rank among states, as measured by the 
National Assessment of Educational Progress, has 
dramatically improved from 2003 to 2022.

Ne‘epapa. Strongest Together.

https://vimeo.com/990835634


HAWAI‘I STATE
Department of Education
HAWAI‘I STATE
Department of Education

Preparing for the New School Year
High Quality Educator Workforce in All Schools

5

● Hired new employees for the upcoming school year
○ New teachers hired for 2024-25 school year: 1,231
○ Classroom teacher positions in recruitment: 166 (as of August 6)

● Contracted services are impacted by contractors’ workforce challenges
○ Student transportation

■ Impacted areas: East Hawai‘i - all routes, Central O‘ahu - middle and high 
school routes, Upcountry and Central Maui - selected routes

■ Current focus is restoring routes to get students to school
■ Fact-finding is underway to understand events
■ An update will be presented to Board of Education on August 29

○ A+ after-school care
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First day of school: August 5

Opening enrollment: 

● Department of Education

○ Students: 154,738*

○ School employees (salaried): 19,367 

● Public charter schools

○ Students: 13,116 

Welcoming families and media for the first day 
of the school year at Kaimukī Middle.

*Preliminary. “Official Enrollment Count” will be taken on August 19, 
2024.
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The Association for Middle Level Education (AMLE) 
has named ‘Ewa Makai Middle School and 
Robert Louis Stevenson Middle School as 2024 
AMLE Schools of Distinction for their outstanding 
commitment to middle grades education and 
continuous improvement. 

2024 AMLE School of Distinction recognitions.Photos of students from Stevenson Middle (left) and ‘Ewa Makai Middle (right).

Awards and Recognitions
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Palisades Elementary School students at the 2024 National 
Conference on School Leadership.

Palisades Elementary 
School students 
presented to the 
National Conference on 
School Leadership 
which was held in 
Nashville, Tennessee.

This was a joint conference powered by 
the National Association of Elementary 
School Principals (NAESP) and the 
National Association of Secondary School 
Principals (NASSP). The school’s 
presentation follows this slide.



We Are All In This Together: One ʻOhana

August 15, 2024
Nā Alakaʻi o Palisades

Hawaii Board of Education Meeting
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NAESP-NASSP United Conference
Nashville, Tennessee
July 15, 2024

Nā Alakaʻi o Palisades
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Yankai Kaylee   Cecelia



Palisades Elementary School
Pearl City, Hawaii
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Nā Alakaʻi o Palisades

Vision: One ‘ohana who lives and shares the culture of 
Palisades Elementary School with confidence and pride. 

Mission: To provide students with opportunities to voice 
ideas, develop character, and build skills that prepare 
them for life.









Belonging      Leadership     Leadership

Data     Self–confidence    Student voice









Career Day for Everyone





Hui ‘Aha’aina: Culinary



Sewing Class, Grades 2, 
3, 4, 5, & 6



Kindergarten

Grade 3

Grade 2

Grade 1

Project-based Learning



Grade 4

Grade 6

Grade 5Project-based Learning



Resource Wheel: Hawaiiana, Library & Research, PE 
and Health, and Computer Science

Class Rotation Grades 3, 4, 5, & 6





Educational Leadership Institute
Hawai‘i Convention Center
Tuesday, July 23, 2024

Ne‘epapa: Strongest Together
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Ne‘epapa
Strongest Together

Keith T. Hayashi,
Superintendent



We Are All In This Together: One ʻOhana

Ho’0 manaʻOhana





“We are Nā Alakaʻi o Palisades. 
We know Palisades Elementary 
School and confidently share 
what we know with others. We 
practice the PES Concept and are 
role models in our community.”



Mahalo
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