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SUBJECT: Report of the Superintendent: (A) Leadership Appointments (B) Awards and 
Recognitions for Students, Employees, and/or Schools 

UPDATE 

The attached presentation highlights key milestones for the Hawaii State Department of 
Education (Department): leadership appointments and recent awards and recognitions for 
Department students and employees. 

In addition, the Department continues to provide regular updates to communicate about our 
public schools: 

• Ho‘oha‘aheo: Weekly newsletter with Department highlights (38,000 subscribers);
• HIDOE Huddle: Monthly newsletter with staff announcements;
• HawaiiPublicSchools.org: Public website (over 6,000 users daily); and
• Social media: Facebook, Instagram, X, LinkedIn (over 63,000 followers).

KTH:toc 
Attachment 
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Leadership team appointments

Dean Uchida
Deputy Superintendent 

for Operations

Kinau Gardner
Interim Assistant Superintendent, 

Office of Student Support Services

Ernest Muh
Complex Area Superintendent, 

Leilehua-Mililani-Waialua

Lori Yatsushiro
Complex Area Superintendent, 

Baldwin-Kekaulike-Kūlanihāko‘i-Maui

Sam Izumi
Complex Area Superintendent, 

Castle-Kahuku

Amy Peckinpaugh
Assistant Superintendent, 

Office of Information Technology Services
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Presidential Awards for Excellence in 
Mathematics and Science Teaching (PAEMST)

Whitney Aragaki
Waiakea High School

PAEMST Cohort Year 2021

Michael Ida
Kalani High School

PAEMST Cohort Year 2021

Karleen Lynch
Pearl City High School

PAEMST Cohort Year 2023

Sarah Milianta-Laffin
ʻIlima Intermediate School

PAEMST Cohort Year 2023

Gregory Kent
Kailua Elementary School

PAEMST Cohort Year 2022

Jessica Barbera
Jefferson Elementary

PAEMST Cohort Year 2022
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Design Intelligence Lab awards

● Student teams from Baldwin High, 
Palisades Elementary and ʻĪao 
Intermediate schools each won the top 
prize of $5,000 in the Design 
Intelligence Lab contest. 

● Hilo High and two separate teams from 
Kalani High School were each 
awarded $1,500 for their project ideas.

● The annual competition – sponsored 
by the Department in partnership with 
the Public Schools of Hawai‘i 
Foundation and Design Thinking 
Hawai‘i – is aimed at transforming 
student ideas into impactful solutions.

A student team from Palisades Elementary won $5,000 to 
further its design-thinking project.
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McKinley High Athletic Complex groundbreaking

● New athletic complex will elevate 
spectator experience and serve as 
hub for community.

● $24 million concrete and masonry 
block athletic facility. 

● Bleacher seats for over 2,400, 
modern restrooms, ticket booth, 
and a rooftop press box.

● Estimated completion date: Sept. 
2026.

Rendering of McKinley High’s athletic stadium. Courtesy: G70.
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