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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

● The Hawaiʻi State Department of Education (Department) seeks approval of its Fiscal
Biennium (FB) 2027-2029 operating budget request for Fiscal Year (FY) 2027-28 and for FY
2028-29.

● The recommended budget strives to provide resources for critical program needs to support
our students and schools. Overall, in general funds, the Department is requesting an
additional 20.00 permanent FTEs and $69.5 million in FY 2027-28 and 52.00 permanent
FTEs and $80.6 million in FY 2028-29.

● The budget request includes a modest investment in improving critical student outcomes:
mathematics, language arts and workforce development.

● With this budget request, the Department continues to examine prudent use of limited
resources, including realigning a small portion of the Weighted Student Formula (WSF) to
fund student-centered priorities.

● Other requests are driven by cost increases to maintain basic services such as student
meals and mandated special education-related services.

● The Department’s recommendation factors in:
1) reallocations to better align resources and workflows within offices;

for
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2) the fiscal pressures facing the state; and  
3) our core mission to provide a well-rounded education for all public school students. 
 

● The budget request is consistent with the Hawai‘i State Department of Budget and Finance 
(B&F) budget preparation instructions that emphasized all departments consider rebalancing 
their budgets as well as using alternative means to address current budget requirements. 

 
● Upon approval by the Hawaiʻi State Board of Education (Board), the Department will submit 

its FB 2027-2029 operating budget request to B&F for the Governor’s consideration. 
 

2. BACKGROUND 
 
The following information provides background and context before the discussion on the 
recommended budget for FB 2027-2029. 
 
The State of Hawai‘i budgets on a biennial basis. The biennium budget is submitted to the 
Legislature for consideration during odd-numbered session years, while the supplemental 
budget, including amendments and new requests, is submitted for even-numbered years. The 
Board routinely reviews the Department's budget proposal in October each year. The budget is 
then considered by the Governor for incorporation into the Executive Budget Request 
submission to the Legislature. 
 
Last year, for the FY 2026-27 Supplemental budget, the Department recommended a very 
modest budget that included $25.84 million in additional general funds, which reflected the 
Department’s ongoing efforts to support high-impact, student-centered investments while 
adjusting for lower state revenue projections. After his review and consideration, the Governor 
submitted a budget that reduced general funds by -$28.40 million to the 2026 Legislature. By 
the end of the 2026 session, the budget that was passed and enacted (Act 175, SLH 2026) 
resulted in a net reduction of -$1.71 million to the Department’s general fund base budget. 

 

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE: FY 2026-27 SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET 
Department Request, Governor's Budget, Act 175, SLH 2026 

$40.00 -------------------------------
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$20.00 ---
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-$40.00 -------------------------------

Department Request Governor's Budget Act 175, SLH 2026 

(General Funds Only, in millions$) 
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This year, heading into the upcoming biennium, FB 2027-2029, the forecast for State general 
fund revenues is slightly higher. The State Council on Revenues (COR) prepares the revenue 
forecasts that are considered by the Governor and Legislature in developing the state budget. 
 
At its September 3, 2026 meeting, the COR raised its general fund revenue forecast despite 
noting that the state will face headwinds due to slow tourism recovery, effects of inflation, 
uncertainty with federal policy, and the war in the Middle East. In addition, the COR factored in 
the multi-year individual income tax cut due to tax law changes. 
 
For the current FY and the two biennium years, the COR raised its forecast from 1.00% to 
2.50% for FY 2026-27, from 1.90% to 3.00% for FY 2027-28, and from 2.50% to 3.00% for FY 
2028-29. Table 1 shows the latest revenue forecast and the change from the previous forecast. 
 
Table 1: COR General Fund Forecast 

Fiscal Year 
Previous Forecast 

5/21/2026* 
Latest Forecast 

9/3/2026 Growth 
Change from 

Previous Forecast 
FY 2026-27 $9,891,040,000 $10,037,937,000 2.50% $146,897,000 
FY 2027-28 $10,078,970,000 $10,339,075,000 3.00% $260,105,000 
FY 2028-29 $10,330,944,000 $10,649,247,000 3.00% $318,303,000 

*Adjusted for preliminary year-end tax collection in FY 2025-26 
 
With the latest forecast, there should be a little more breathing room in the budget. But 
downward pressures on State tax revenues will continue. 
 

3. RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Department respectfully recommends that the Board approve its FB 2027-2029 operating 
budget request for FY 2027-28 and for FY 2028-29 as detailed in Attachment A (line-by-line 
listing of proposed adjustments) and Attachment B (total proposed budget summarized by 
means of financing). 
 
The following tables and charts provide an overview of the Department’s proposed FB 2027-
2029 operating budget for additional positions (FTE) and funding, which excludes the School 
Facilities Authority (EDN450) and Executive Office on Early Learning (EDN700) since they are 
attached agencies that separately submit their budgets to the Governor for consideration. 
 
Table 2 summarizes the Department’s budget request by means of financing (i.e. source of 
funding). 
 
Table 2: Budget Request by Means of Financing (MOF) 

MOF Description 
MOF 
Code 

FY 2027-28 
FTE* 

FY 2027-28 
$ Amount 

FY 2028-29 
FTE* 

FY 2028-29 
$ Amount 

General Funds A 20.00 $69,449,495 52.00 $80,619,958 
Interdepartmental 
Transfer Funds 

U - $1,600,000 - $1,600,000 

Revolving Funds W 8.00 $465,865 8.00 $931,730 

TOTAL  28.00 $71,515,360 60.00 $83,151,688 
*Permanent FTE only since temporary FTE net to zero 
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Overall, the majority of the additional funding requested by the Department is for non-personnel 
costs – mainly in the character of expenditure of “other current expenses”. For the most part, 
these costs relate to supporting current services for students and schools or for funding of 
operational needs that have been underfunded or unfunded. 
 
For FY 2027-28 (first year of the biennium), the breakdown by character of expenditures by all 
means of financing is as follows (other current expenses account for 79.7% or $57 million): 

 
For FY 2028-29 (second year of the biennium), the breakdown by character of expenditures by 
all means of financing is as follows (other current expenses account for 76.6% or $63.7 million):  

 
 
The Department categorized its budget request to provide context for the type of fiscal support 
that it is seeking. Table 3a and 3b summarizes the Department's budget request by category or 
“buckets” by all means of financing.  

• Personal Services: 
2.7% 

• Other Personal 
Services: 10.1 % 

Equipment: 7 .5% 

• Other Current 
Expenses: 79.7% 

• Personal Services: 
5.8% 

• Other Personal 
Services: 11 .1 % 

Equipment: 6.5% 

• Other Current 
Expenses: 76.6% 
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Table 3a: Requests by Category for FY 2027-28 (first year of the biennium) 
Request Category Category Description MOF 

CODE 
FY 2027-28 
Perm FTE 

FY 2027-28 
Temp FTE 

FY 2027-28 
$ Amount 

1-Student Outcome 
Improvements 

Requests directly related to 
advancing student achievement 
that prepares our graduates to 
be globally competitive, locally 
committed. 

A 3.00 - $3,148,540 

2-Maintenance of 
Student Services and 
School Support 
Services 

Requests to address cost 
increases required to maintain 
current programs and services. 

A - - $47,475,621 

3-Strategic Program 
Realignment 

Requests that better align 
program resources with overall 
Department objectives. 

A (27.00) (2.00) ($30,373,133) 

A 27.00 2.00 $30,373,133 

4-Program 
Reorganizations 

Requests that effectuate 
approved Department 
reorganizations 

A (6.00) - ($3,060,456) 

A 9.00 - $3,141,180 

5-Core Support 
Functions 

Requests to enhance “backend” 
operations that enable the 
Department to support students 
and schools. 

A 14.00 - $16,544,610 

6-Green Fee Initiatives Requests related to Act 96, SLH 
2025, that sets aside funding, 
“Green Fees”, for initiatives to 
support: Environmental 
Stewardship, Climate and 
Hazard Resiliency, and 
Sustainable Tourism 

A - - $2,000,000 

7-Adjustments for 
Non-General Fund 
Ceilings 

Request for adjustments to 
ceilings for federal, special, 
revolving, or trust fund programs. 

U - - $1,600,000 

W 8.00 - $465,865 

8-Other Requests for the Hawaiʻi 
Teachers Standards Board 
(HTSB). The Department is a 
pass through since HTSB does 
not have its own EDN. 

A - - $200,000 

TOTAL   28.00 - $71,515,360 
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Table 3b: Requests by Category for FY 2028-29 (second year of the biennium) 
Request Category Category Description MOF 

CODE 
FY 2028-29 
Perm FTE 

FY 2028-29 
Temp FTE 

FY 2028-29 
$ Amount 

1-Student Outcome 
Improvements 

Requests directly related to 
advancing student achievement 
that prepares our graduates to 
be globally competitive, locally 
committed. 

A 35.00 - $6,994,536 

2-Maintenance of 
Student Services and 
School Support 
Services 

Requests to address cost 
increases required to maintain 
current programs and services. 

A - - $54,252,591 

3-Strategic Program 
Realignment 

Requests that better align 
program resources with overall 
Department objectives. 

A (27.00) (2.00) ($30,489,791) 

A 27.00 2.00 $30,489,791 

4-Program 
Reorganizations 

Requests that effectuate 
approved Department 
reorganizations 

A (6.00) - ($3,072,804) 

A 9.00 - $3,234,252 

5-Core Support 
Functions 

Requests to enhance “backend” 
operations that enable the 
Department to support students 
and schools. 

A 14.00 - $17,011,383 

6-Green Fee Initiatives Requests related to Act 96, SLH 
2025, that sets aside funding, 
“Green Fees”, for initiatives to 
support: Environmental 
Stewardship, Climate and 
Hazard Resiliency, and 
Sustainable Tourism 

A - - $2,000,000 

7-Adjustments for 
Non-General Fund 
Ceilings 

Request for adjustments to 
ceilings for federal, special, 
revolving, or trust fund 
programs. 

U - - $1,600,000 

W 8.00 - $931,730 

8-Other Requests for the Hawaiʻi 
Teachers Standards Board 
(HTSB). The Department is a 
pass through since HTSB does 
not have its own EDN. 

A - - $200,000 

TOTAL   60.00 - $83,151,688 

 
  



The Honorable Ken Kuraya 
October 8, 2026 
Page 7 
 
 

 
 

For general funds only, Table 4 summarizes the Department’s budget request by EDN. 
 

Table 4: Summary of Budget Requests by EDN, General Fund Only 

EDN 
FY 2027-28 
Perm FTE 

FY 2027-28 
Temp FTE 

FY 2027-28 
$ Amount 

FY 2028-29 
Perm FTE 

FY 2028-29 
Temp FTE 

FY 2028-29 
$ Amount 

EDN100: School-Based 
Budgeting 

5.00 - ($10,770,503) 5.00 - ($10,715,435) 

EDN150: Special 
Education & Student 
Support Services 

28.00 2.00 $43,651,217 28.00 2.00 $43,627,319 

EDN200: Instructional 
Support 

(28.00) (2.00) ($4,469,641) 4.00 (2.00) ($654,815) 

EDN300: State 
Administration 

9.00 - $2,079,974 9.00 - $2,286,080 

EDN400: School 
Support 

6.00 - $38,958,448 6.00 - $46,076,809 

EDN500: School 
Community Services 

- - $0 - - $0 

TOTAL 20.00 - $69,449,495 52.00 - $80,619,958 
 

4. RECOMMENDED EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
Upon Board approval, the Department will submit its FB 2027-2029 operating budget request to 
B&F for the Governor’s consideration, as prescribed by B&F’s Finance Memorandum (FM) No. 
26-08 dated September 9, 2026 and FM No. 26-09 dated September 21, 2026, which is an 
amendment to FM No. 26-08. 
 

5. RECOMMENDED COMPLIANCE DATE (if different from effective date) 
 
Operating budget forms were due to B&F on September 28, 2026. However, as in previous 
years, due to the timing of the Board meeting, the Department requested and has been granted 
an extension to submit its operating budget request to B&F on October 8, 2026. 
 

6. DISCUSSION 
 

a. Conditions leading to the recommendation: 
 
The Department initiated its biennium budget development process in April 2026 with the 
continued implementation of the Budget Review Group (BRG). The BRG set the framework 
for the biennium budget development process with a plan for “looking within” to better utilize 
current resources. Requests for general fund increases would be limited – being cognizant 
of the possible downturn in State tax revenues, uncertainty with federal policies, and 
resources redirected for storm-related recovery efforts.   
 
In budget planning meetings throughout June 2026, offices and programs were instructed to 
examine current operations and resources for efficiencies before submitting budget 
requests. In a separate exercise running concurrently with and to augment the budget 
request process, offices conducted a self-examination for efficiencies that is summarized in 
Attachment C: 
 

https://budget.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/FM-26-08-Fiscal-Biennium-2027-29-Executive-Budget-Request-and-the-Program-and-Financial-Plan-for-the-Period-2027-33.pdf
https://budget.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/FM-26-08-Fiscal-Biennium-2027-29-Executive-Budget-Request-and-the-Program-and-Financial-Plan-for-the-Period-2027-33.pdf
https://budget.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/FM-26-09-Amendment-to-FM-26-08-Green-Fee.pdf
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● The eight Department offices reviewed seven operational areas for ways to make 
their programs more efficient for FB 2027–2029. 
 

● Results included, but not limited to, managing vacancies to fully utilize existing 
position authorizations, monitoring contract expenditures to ensure the prudent use 
of current resources, and maintaining travel discipline. 

 
Also in June 2026, Complex Area Superintendents were briefed on the biennium budget 
development process and were asked for input in a separate meeting with Department 
leadership. 
 
During July 2026, offices, programs, and leadership worked to identify areas of need within 
their respective areas of responsibility and submitted budget request proposals into the 
Department’s budget development system.  
 
The BRG worked with offices to refine the budget request during August 2026. It looked to 
incorporate alternative means of financing instead of additional general funds, defer some 
requests to the next budget period, and make other adjustments. The BRG sought to focus 
the Department's request by balancing student-centered priorities against a tightening fiscal 
landscape – all the while remaining mindful that the core mission of the Department is to 
provide a well-rounded education for all students.   

 
In September 2026, the BRG submitted a recommended budget to the Superintendent. The 
Superintendent reviewed the recommendation, made adjustments, and with consensus from 
Leadership approved the proposal that is in front of the Board today. 
 
The emphasis to concentrate on “looking within” is also expressed in B&F’s budget 
preparation instructions set forth in FM No. 26-08. B&F emphasized that all 
departments consider rebalancing their budgets as well as using alternative means to 
address current budget requirements. These instructions are congruent with legislative 
leaders in recent years asking the Department to look within to fund priorities. 
 
B&F’s instructions also indicated that Governor Green’s administration would be focusing on 
highly critical priorities, such as providing funding for Medicaid, improving educational 
equity, increasing housing opportunities, and access to health care. 
 
The Department is encouraged by the Governor’s continuing support of public education. 
With our focused and disciplined approach, the Department is optimistic that the needs of 
our public school students can be accommodated in this budget, which will eventually be 
submitted to the Legislature. 

 
b. Previous action of the Board and Committee(s) on the same or similar matter: 

 
On October 9, 2025, the Department presented its FY 2026-2027 supplemental operating 
budget to the Finance and Infrastructure Committee: 
https://boe.Hawaiʻi.gov/wp-content/uploads/20251009_FIC_minutesfinal.pdf 

  

https://boe.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/20251009_FIC_minutesfinal.pdf
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Subsequently, on October 9, 2025, the Board approved the Department’s FY 2026-2027 
supplemental operating budget: 
https://boe.Hawaiʻi.gov/wp-content/uploads/20251009_GBM_minutesfinal.pdf 
 
On May 14, 2026, the Department presented an update of its FY 2026-2027 supplemental 
operating budget to the Board: 
https://boe.Hawaiʻi.gov/wp-content/uploads/20260514_GBM_HIDOEoperatingFY27.pdf 

 
c. Other policies affected: 

 
Besides the requirements by B&F, the majority of the Department’s budget 
development and implementation processes are dictated by numerous statutes, 
procedures, and policies of several major decision-making bodies.   
● Article VII, Section 8, The Constitution of the State of Hawai‘i:  “Within such time prior to 

the opening of each regular session in an odd-numbered year as may be provided by 
law, the governor shall submit to the legislature a budget in a form provided by law 
setting forth a complete plan of proposed expenditures of the executive branch, 
estimates as provided by law of the aggregate expenditures of the judicial and legislative 
branches, and anticipated receipts of the State for the ensuing fiscal biennium, together 
with such other information as the legislature may require . . .” 

● Article III, Section 10, The Constitution of the State of Hawai‘i:  “The legislature shall 
convene annually in regular session at 10:00 o'clock a.m. on the third Wednesday in 
January . . . “ 

● Section 37-71 (a), Hawai‘i Revised Statutes (HRS): “Not fewer than thirty days before 
the legislature convenes in every odd-numbered year, the governor shall submit to the 
legislature and to each member thereof a budget that shall contain the program and 
budget recommendations of the governor for the succeeding two fiscal years.. . .” 

● Sections 37-111 and 37-112, HRS:  Establishes the Council on Revenues that prepares 
revenue estimates for State government. The estimates prepared must be considered by 
the Governor in preparing the executive budget and by the Legislature in appropriating 
funds. 

● Policy 303-1, Board of Education:  “Any Department proposal to make adjustments in 
the operating budget and Capital Improvements Program budget shall require prior 
approval of the Board . . . “ 

● Policy 303-2, Board of Education:  “ . . . The Department is encouraged to take the 
public’s comments and concerns into consideration prior to submitting a final proposal to 
the Board for approval.” 

● Policy 400-1, Board of Education, “Board of Education’s Roles and Responsibilities “. . . 
4. Review and approve the Board/Department/Public Library budgets; ensure 
congruence of spending priorities with the Board's goals and objectives.“ 

 
d. Arguments in support of the recommendation: 
 

The Department’s proposed budget provides positions and funds for critical program needs 
to support our students and schools, is mindful of the constraints facing the state, and is 
consistent with B&F’s instructions and legislative calls for fiscal efficiency.  
 

https://boe.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/20251009_GBM_minutesfinal.pdf
https://boe.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/20260514_GBM_HIDOEoperatingFY27.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol01_Ch0001-0042F/05-CONST/CONST_0007-0008.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol01_Ch0001-0042F/05-CONST/CONST_0003-0010.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol01_Ch0001-0042F/HRS0037/HRS_0037-0071.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol01_Ch0001-0042F/HRS0037/HRS_0037-0111.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol01_Ch0001-0042F/HRS0037/HRS_0037-0112.htm
https://boe.hawaii.gov/policies/Board%20Policies/Department%20of%20Education%20Budgets.pdf
https://boe.hawaii.gov/policies/Board%20Policies/Department%20of%20Education's%20Budget%20Public%20Input%20Required.pdf
https://boe.hawaii.gov/policies/Board%20Policies/Board%20of%20Education%20Roles%20and%20Responsibilities.pdf
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Overall, in general funds, the Department is requesting 20.00 permanent FTEs and $69.5 
million in FY 2027-28 and 52.00 permanent FTEs and $80.6 million in FY 2028-29. Table 5 
summarizes the Department’s general fund requests by Strategic Plan priority. 
 

Table 5: Total General Fund Requests by Strategic Plan Priority 
STRATEGIC PLAN 
PRIORITY 

FY 2027-28 
PERM FTE 

FY 2027-28 
$ AMT 

% of 
Request 

FY 2028-29 
PERM FTE 

FY 2028-29 
$ AMT 

% of 
Request  

I. High-Quality Learning for 
All 

6.00 $24,073,353 34.7% 38.00 $27,931,541 34.7% 

II. High-Quality Educator 
Workforce in All Schools 

4.00 $5,739,427 8.3% 4.00 $5,875,219 7.3% 

III. Effective and Efficient 
Operations at All Levels 

10.00 $39,636,715 57.0% 10.00 $46,813,198 58.0% 

Grand Total 20.00 $69,449,495 100.00% 52.00 $80,619,958 100.00% 
 
Much of the Department’s largest request, in dollars, addresses cost increases to maintain 
services for students and schools. Some of these services are mandated by state or federal 
requirements, and thus, the Department must fund them. Table 6 summarizes the top 10 
general fund requests by dollar amount. 
 

Table 6: Top 10 General Fund Requests (excludes trade-off/transfers) by Dollars 

# REQ TITLE 
FY 2027-28 
PERM FTE 

FY 2027-28 
$ AMT 

FY 2028-29 
PERM FTE 

FY 2028-29 
$ AMT 

Row # 
ATT A 

1 ADD FUNDS TO MAINTAIN 
SCHOOL FOOD 
OPERATIONS 

- $17,047,045 - $23,824,015 7 

2 ADD FUNDS FOR MANDATED 
SPECIAL EDUCATION 
RELATED SERVICES 

- $17,000,000 - $17,000,000 8 

3 ADD FUNDS FOR 
PREVENTATIVE 
MAINTENANCE OF 
FACILITIES 

- $7,000,000 - $7,000,000 9 

4 ADD FUNDS FOR TEACHER 
REPRICING & OTHER 
COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 
COSTS ADJUSTMENT 

- $5,403,635 - $5,403,635 43 

5 ADD FUNDS TO MAINTAIN 
EXISTING R&M AND CIP IT 
SYSTEMS 

- $4,250,000 - $4,250,000 10 

6 ADD FUNDS FOR FCC E-
RATE NETWORK 
EQUIPMENT 

- $3,500,000 - $3,500,000 44 

7 ADD FUNDS FOR 
REPLACING LEGACY 
ANALOG PHONE SYSTEMS 
IN SCHOOLS 

- $3,500,000 - $3,500,000 45 

8 ADD FUNDS FOR WORKERS 
COMPENSATION BENEFITS 

- $3,000,000 - $3,000,000 46 
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# REQ TITLE 
FY 2027-28 
PERM FTE 

FY 2027-28 
$ AMT 

FY 2028-29 
PERM FTE 

FY 2028-29 
$ AMT 

Row # 
ATT A 

9 ADD 1.00 FTE FOR 
EDUCATIONAL SPECIALIST II 
AND ADD FUNDS FOR 
WORKFORCE 
DEVELOPMENT 

1.00 $2,055,068 1.00 $2,110,136 2 

10 ADD FUNDS FOR 
VEGETATION MITIGATION 
AND STREAM MANAGEMENT 

- $2,000,000 - $2,000,000 56 

TOTAL 1.00 $64,755,748 1.00 $71,587,786  
 

e. Arguments against the recommendation: 
 

Some may question the need for additional positions and funds given the ongoing declines 
in student enrollment. However, enrollment alone does not capture the breadth or depth of 
student needs and Departmental obligations. 
 
The Department bears the great responsibility of advancing its core mission to provide a 
well-rounded education for all public school students. Our vision is for a K-12 public 
education system that prepares all graduates to be globally competitive and locally 
committed, which means our students not only have the academic knowledge and skills to 
thrive and be successful, but also possess a sense of responsibility to give back to our 
communities and island home. Our schools not only provide a positive and inviting learning 
environment for students and staff, they are also community resources, such as supplying 
safe shelter during times of natural disasters. 
 
With this budget, the Department continues to examine fiscal efficiencies and the prudent 
use of limited resources, including realigning a small portion of the WSF to fund important 
student-centered priorities (#18, #20, #21, #24, #27, #30, #31, and #33 in Attachment A). 
These reinvestments of WSF advance the Strategic Plan and support students, teachers, 
and schools – just in other ways. 
 
As such, given the vast scope of the Department’s obligations, the Department puts forth its 
recommended budget that:  

1) provides a modest investment in improving critical student outcomes; 
2) looks within for fiscal efficiencies taking into account the fiscal pressures facing the 

state; and 
3) delivers resources to maintain and enhance current services for students and 

schools. 
 

f. Other agencies or departments of the State of Hawai‘i involved in the action: 
 
● B&F: With the approval of the Governor, B&F develops procedures and prescribes rules 

and regulations to guide State agencies in formulating and preparing their budget 
proposals. 
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● Governor: The Governor evaluates long-range program plans and requested budgets 
and alternatives to State objectives and programs, and then submits the recommended 
budget for consideration by the Legislature. 

 
● Legislature: The Legislature will begin its review and deliberation on the Governor’s 

budget proposal in mid-December, several weeks prior to the session that starts on 
January 20, 2027 and runs to May 2027.  

 
g. Possible reaction of the public, professional organizations, unions, DOE staff and/or others 

to the recommendations: 
 
The Department anticipates mostly supportive reaction to our FB 2027-2029 budget 
requests. However, the Department also anticipates concerns that the proposed budget 
does not address all Department needs. 
 

h. Educational implications: 
 
Although a large part of the recommended budget addresses funding to maintain 
current services to students and schools, the Department is proposing the following 
requests, summarized in Table 7, that are focused on making an impact on student 
achievement. 
 

Table 7: Student Outcome Requests, General Funds 

REQ TITLE 
FY 2027-28 
PERM FTE 

FY 2027-28 
$ AMT 

FY 2028-29 
PERM FTE 

FY 2028-29 
$ AMT 

DOE 
CATEGORY 

Row # 
ATT A 

ADD 16.00 PERM FTE AND 
FUNDS FOR 12-MO 
COMPLEX AREA LITERACY 
COACHES 

- $0 16.00 $2,264,464 1-STUDENT 
OUTCOME 

1 

ADD 1.00 FTE FOR 
EDUCATIONAL SPECIALIST 
II AND ADD FUNDS FOR 
WORKFORCE 
DEVELOPMENT 

1.00 $2,055,068 1.00 $2,110,136 1-STUDENT 
OUTCOME 

2 

ADD 16.00 PERM FTE AND 
FUNDS FOR 12-MO 
COMPLEX AREA MATH 
COACHES 

- $0 16.00 $1,661,464 1-STUDENT 
OUTCOME 

3 

ADD FUNDS FOR 
INTERSCHOLASTIC 
SURFING 

- $685,870 - $685,870 1-STUDENT 
OUTCOME 

4 

ADD FUNDS FOR 
ACCESSIBLE 
EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS 
LIBRARY 

- $300,000 - $165,000 1-STUDENT 
OUTCOME 

5 

ADD 2.0 PERM FTE AND 
FUNDS FOR JROTC 
INSTRUCTORS AT PEARL 
CITY HI FOR NEW AIR 
FORCE JROTC PROGRAM 

2.00 $107,602 2.00 $107,602 1-STUDENT 
OUTCOME 

6 
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REQ TITLE 
FY 2027-28 
PERM FTE 

FY 2027-28 
$ AMT 

FY 2028-29 
PERM FTE 

FY 2028-29 
$ AMT 

DOE 
CATEGORY 

Row # 
ATT A 

TOTAL 3.00 $3,148,540 35.00 $6,994,536   
 

i. Personnel implications: 
 
In total, by all means of financing, the Department is requesting 28.00 permanent FTE in FY 
2027-28 and 60.00 permanent FTE in FY 2028-29. The details of the various positions the 
Department is requesting is detailed in Attachment D. 
 

j. Facilities implications: 
 
For the operating budget, the facilities implications are limited. Please refer to the 
Department’s Capital Improvements Program (CIP) budget. 
 

7. OTHER SUPPLEMENTARY RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
None. 
 

Attachment E, provides budget-related references, including a link to a FB 2027-2029 Budget 
Request Justifications Report that provides further details on the Department’s budget requests. 
 
Thank you for your consideration and your strong support of public education in Hawai‘i. 
 
KTH:sk 
Attachments 
 
c:  Office of Fiscal Services 
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f8 :;<b== �� � jb@=m G:�OL:BB:ABPOP<F	N?GL:B	Oj	�;rI @=@9bf88 �;;	JK<;C	J?BG:�OL:BB:ABPOP<F	N?GL:BO?DD:OGPM:j�BF�P<P<FO?CGC�;rKCGE:<G �VV	XQ�VR	XYW	������W	W�SWZ�Z�\N	Y���W	�YTT���Z]�	s�W\�Z�Z�\�YR�	�VtQR�����	U	�Y	XQTT[	XQ�VW��ZXZ�V	�QT�ZU[��W	�YTT���Z]�s�W\�Z�Z�\	�\W������R	��V�R��sTZR�	��	���QW���	sQV\��s�R�TZ��	XYW	���	Ji	@=@9u@=@HsZ���ZQ�I Û^ Û^ _̀af=8a
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​Attachment E​

​REFERENCES​

​The following is additional information related to the Department’s FB 2027-2029 Operating Budget​
​Requests:​

​●​ ​FB 2027-2029 Budget Justifications Report:​​For the​​Department’s FB 2027-2029 Operating​
​Budget Requests for Fiscal Years 2027-28 and 2028-29, the linked document provides detailed​
​information associated with each request in Attachment A.​
​https://hawaiipublicschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2026-10-8-BOE-FIC.pdf​

​●​ ​Means of Financing:​​Description of the various means of financing (i.e. sources of funding) and​
​the appropriation codes used in the budget.​
​https://hawaiipublicschools.org/wp-content/uploads/MeansOfFinance.pdf​

​●​ ​Position and FTE/Character of Expenditure:​​Definitions​​for positions, FTE, and characters of​
​expenditures used in the budget.​
​https://hawaiipublicschools.org/wp-content/uploads/Position-FTE_CharacterofExpenditure.pdf​

​●​ ​EDN Program Code and Description:​​The alphanumeric​​codes used by the Department of​
​Budget and Finance, Governor, and Legislature to identify programs in the budget.​
​https://hawaiipublicschools.org/wp-content/uploads/DOE-EDN-ProgramCodeandDescription.pdf​

​1​
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